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preface 
 
 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact the functioning of the health systems in the countries and territories of the Region of the 

Americas, particularly affecting essential health services, such as national immunization programs, where service disruptions have 

negatively impacted vaccination coverage rates in the Region. In the Americas, the marker for immunization coverage -the percentage 

of children less than one year old receiving the third dose of the diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis vaccine (DTP3)- dropped from 86% 

to 81% between 2019 to 2021. Regional vaccination coverage with three doses of the polio vaccine was 79% in 2021, corresponding to 

the lowest coverage reported since polio was eradicated in the Americas in 1994. These sustained declines in coverage are attributable 

to various factors, but the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is undeniable. In 2021, one of the main disruptive factors was the shift of 

human and financial resources from routine immunization services to pandemic emergency response efforts which included COVID-19 

vaccine delivery to meet country, regional, and global priorities. 

 
To support Member States to identify the underlying drivers of the service disruptions resulting from the pandemic, the Pan American 

Health Organization (PAHO) collaborated with the World Health Organization (WHO) to carry out three rounds of a global pulse survey 

on the continuity of essential health services in 2020 and 2021. Immunization services, both facility-based routine and outreach, were 

used as one of the tracer services to measure the extent of essential health service disruptions compared to pre-pandemic levels. 

Results provided by these surveys showed that an average of 50% of the 19 responding countries and territories in the Americas 

reported immunization services disruptions between 2020 and 2021.1 In addition, supply chain disruptions were shown to have 

increased during this period, challenging the vaccine delivery efforts of national immunization programs. 

 
PAHO worked jointly with the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to identify evidence-based strategies to support national 

immunization programs and to better understand the impact of COVID-19 in the Region. The implementation of the joint reporting 

form on immunization by PAHO/WHO-UNICEF has facilitated the gathering of information on topics such as: efforts and delays in 

vaccine introduction; intervention priorities that are planned or require additional support; systems used for COVID-19 vaccinations; 

supply chain challenges; and funding. This knowledge is critical for enabling PAHO to provide targeted and effective support to national 

immunization programs and to achieve regional immunization goals. 

 
The continued efforts of national immunization programs to meet and overcome the challenges and disruptions that have arisen since 

2020 have been truly remarkable. A sustained commitment by Member States to providing high quality immunization services to all is 

fundamental to meeting the Region's goal of reinvigorating immunization as a public good for universal health. Maintaining 

immunization as an essential public health program continues to be an important priority to sustain the public health gains made over 

the past decades through immunization and to reach new milestones in the Region. 

 

As the Americas Region has moved from the emergency COVID-19 pandemic response to the COVID-19 vaccine rollout, there is an 

important opportunity to leverage and integrate new COVID-19 vaccination systems and service delivery platforms to improve national 

immunization program activities. The implementation of these efforts, supported by evidence-based strategies, will continue to 

reinforce the resilience and response capacity of immunization programs to regain high vaccination coverage in the Region to meet 

future challenges and to protect the health and wellbeing of our communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carissa F. Etienne 
Director 
Pan American Health Organization 

 

 

 
 

1 The 19 countries that participated in all three rounds of the survey were: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, 

Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Uruguay. Pan American Health Organization. Third Round 

of the National Survey on the Continuity of Essential Health Services during the COVID-19 Pandemic: November-December 2021, Interim Report for the Region of the Americas. 

Washington, DC: PAHO; 2022. Available from: https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/56128. 

 

 

 

 

 
For this publication: 

• Latin America is composed of Mexico, Central America, Latin Caribbean, Andean Area, Brazil, and Southern Cone. 
• Latin America and the Caribbean is composed of Latin America and Non-Latin Caribbean. 

• Because of their population size, Brazil and Mexico are shown separately. 

 
The data published in the brochure Immunization in the Americas may have been updated by the countries after publication. 

To see the most up-to-date data, please visit: https://www.paho.org/en/topics/immunization/immunization-data-and-statistics. 
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�� �� �� �� �� �	 �
 ��

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����	
����
����
��


����
���
��
������	���
��
�������	�����

����	
�����
����
�������

������
������	���
��
�������	�����

����� 
	�����
����

���!��
�

"#�$%$

����
���

�&�����

����
���

�
�

�'���
�
�����(

�������
�
�
��&
�
���)*
��������

&���&��≥+,�
��� 

������
&	���

�����
�
��&
�
��
)*���������
&���&��≥+,�

��� 

���!�����
-���
��.
/0$1#�
������	

����

���&����!��
��	
���
���*
���
�
���

&
�
��

(����������	
!(���&�
�(���

�&������

����
���
�

�� ��

��
���������

…

��������	

���������
…

���
����	
��������	

��
���������

…

���������
��������	

…
…
…
…
…

���������
���
����	

��
���
����	

��

…

��
���������
���
�����

��

��
…
��
…
��
…

��������
��
…
��
…

���
�����
��
��
��
��
��
…

���������
��
��

��	

��
�
��
��

��


���

�	



��
�
��
��
��
�
�

�
�
�

…
…
…
…
…

	�
�
�
��
��
�

…

��
��
��
�
�


�

�
�
�
�
�

…
�
�

…
�

…
�
�
�
�
	
�

…
�
�

�������

����
��
����
���

�	�
���

�	�����

��	�
�

������
��
��
����
�	��
�
�
����
��

	���
���
����
…
…
�	��
…
…

��
��
��
�
������
����
���	�
����

������

���	��
����
�	��
����
���

����
��
�
�
���
���
…
	�
��

…
��
��
���
���
	�
���
�

�

…
���

�
	�

�

…
���
…
…

�

�

�


��
�

…
��
��
	
��
…

��
…
��
…
…
�
…
…

��
�
�
�
��
�

…

��
��
	�
�
��

��
��
�

…
�
��
…
��
�

…
��
…
…
�	
��
	
��
��
…
…
	
	

��

…
���
…
…

��

��

��

�
�

…
��
��
�

��
…

��
…
��
…
…
�

…
…

�
�	
	�
�
	�
�	

…

��
��
��
	
��

	�
��
��
…
��
��
…
��
��
…
�

�	
��
�	
��
��
�
��
…
…
		
��

��	

���
�����

…
…

���

���


��

���
�	��
�	��
����
���

���
�	��
…

����
���
����
…
…
���
…
…

	��
���
	��
���

��
�	�	

���

���
���
���
����
���

��
����
��	
	��
���
���
…
���	
����
…
���
��
��	
��	
����
���
���

���
…
��	
���
���

���
…
���

���

���
…
���
���
���
���
…

���
���
…
…
…
…
…

���
���
���
���
��

…

���
��
���
���

��
���
���
��
��
…
���
���
��
���
…
���
��
���
���
���
…
…
���
���
��

�����

����
��
�		

������

�����

��	�

����	

��

�

…
��
��
		
��
…

�
�
�

…
…
…
…
…

����
�
�	

�
���
�

…

���
�
�
…
�
��

��
�

…
…
…
�

…
�

…
…
�

…
�
��

�

…
…
…
…
…
�

…

���
…
…

���


	
…



�
��

�
…



���
…
…
…
…
…

�
�



…
…

…

���
…

	
���

���
…
…
…
���
…
…
���
…
��
…
���
���
…
…
…
…
…
���
…
…

���
…
…

…

���
…
���
���
�


�
…




���
…
…
…
…
…

�
���
���
…
…

…

���
…
���
���

���
…
…
…
���
…
…
���
…
���
…
���
���
…
…
…
…
…
���
…
…

���� ��������

�

����$���
���

"����$���
��
2����	�
3���	�

4�
��	�0��������$���
��

�5��
��$���
�����	�����3��
!!���

5��
��$���
��

6�7
�

3�����&�$���
���#������
2�&
��

3����8
��
/&�0�&��	�
%������&�
9�	����
"
�������
������

5��
��3��
!!���
3�!�

��
�
����8���!&
�
:������%�
���
%��	�&���

9�
�

6���
�
;��
������8
�

$�	����$���
2&
�
����&��
���
��&�0�������

3&�!
�
/���	�

����
1������&���2&
���
���8���!&
����

2���
&

0�������3��
$�����
��

3�
&�
�������(
4�����(

"��5��
��3��
!!���
$���
&&�

$��
������	�2��!�	�
$��!�

2������
2��!�	�

2/0<
2�
�
���1
��
��#�&��	�

3�(����#�&��	�
3���=�

��
�
��
%����	�
%�(���
>���
��

6��������
0�
���?
������	�"��
�

0�
���5��
�
0�
���1
��������	�����%����	
���

0
���6������
0��
����

��
�
	�	���	��!��
���@����	�3�
���#�&��	�

���������������	
������������������������������������������������������������ ����!�����"
#�������$�%���&������$�����%� �"



surveillance indicators
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