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FINAL REPORT

The X Regular Meeting of the South American Commission for the
Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (COSALFA) was held March 10 & 11, 1983,
in the Conference Room of the Ita Enramada Hotel in Asuncion, Paraguay.
The meeting was attended by representatives from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay. Observers
were also present from these countries and Canada, Kingdom of The Netherlands,
United States of America, and from the following organizations: Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB), Inter-American Institute for Agricultural
Cooperation (IICA), International Office of Epizooties (0IE) and the Pan
American Health Organization (PAHO) (Appendix I).

In accordance with the COSALFA bylaws, the Representative of
Guyana should have chaired the meeting, but he suggested that the partici-
pants elect as chairman Dr. Juan Pablo Romero, the representativk from the
host country, Paraguay. The proposal was approved unanimously. | Dr. Raul
Casas Olascoaga, Director of the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center
(PAFMDC), acted as the Secretary ex officio. |

The inaugural act was attended by the Minister of Agriculture and
Livestock of the Republic of Paraguay, Agr. Engineer Hernando Bertoni,
authorities from the National Government, representatives of International
Organizations with offices in Paraguay, the Rural Association of Paraguay,
the Directing Council of the National Animal Health Service (SENACSA), the
School of Veterinary Sciences of Paraguay, and special guests,

i
The Paraguayan National Anthem was sung to the accompani#ent of the
Symphonic Orchestra of the City of Asuncion.

The welcome address was given by Dr. Juan Pablo Romero, President
of SENACSA, who thanked the PAHO for the opportunity of holding the COSALFA
meeting in the Republic of Paraguay. He likewise pointed out the attention
directed by the Paraguayan Government to the nation's livestock i

On behalf of Dr. Carlyle Guerra de Macedo, Director of P 0, Dr.
Mario V. Fernandes, Head of the PAHO Veterinary Public Health Program,
welcomed the participants and representatives of the Paraguayan Government.
He stressed the Progress made by the countries in their efforts to control
foot-and-mouth disefse and the COSALFA's fundamental role in achjeving that



progress. He also emphasized PAHO's interest in continuing to support the
Commission's activities.

The Commission's session meetings were opened by the Minister o?
Agriculture and Livestock, who expressed his pleasure at having the meeting
held in Paraguay and wished the participants much success.

The agenda proposed by the Secretary, based on the recommendations
of the COSALFA-IX Regular Meeting, was approved without alteration (Appendix
I1).

A, Report of the Secretary ex officio

As Secretary ex officio of the COSALFA, Dr. Raul Casas Olascoaga,
Director of the PAFMDC, submitted a report on the following topicst

- Compliance with the resolutions of COSALFA-IX;

- Other matters.

1. COMPLIANCE WITH THE RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT COSALFA-IX

Resolution I - Definition of the policy of the foot-and-mouth dis-
ease control programs in South America, with respect to disease-free areas.

In compliance with the Resolution, the Director of the PAFMDC instructed
the consultants from the Center and the countries to review the aspects of
the technical cooperation scheduled for 1982, according to that definition.

One of the immediate consequences of that decision was to include
the overall policy orientation set forth in that Resolution in the programs
of the field courses of the Training Program for Animal Health in Latin
America (PROASA).

Although no new concrete plans for eradication (item 2) have been
received, nor any economic studies received to justify such a decision
(item 4), constant contact with the countries' animal health auth@rities
has indicated that the final goal of eradication of foot-and-mouth disease
on the continent is being assumed little by little at both the technical
and political levels.
|

The work developed to date by Argentina, Brazil and Urugujy in their
common border drea is an example of concrete action by countries orking
concertedly to intensify efforts in their shared ecological areas (item 5).
Another example are the Center's intentions to engage in a cooperative
effort with Bolivia and Peru in a specific border project. These comments
do not disregard the activities of the other border agreements, the majority
of which have proceeded with their active operations. A summary of accom-
plishments in 1982 and the tentative 1983 schedile of activities of the
border agreements was distributed. ‘



The last topic mentioned was the Resolution's item 7, which resolves
to establish mechanisms for the certification of free areas. I this regard
the Secretary had called a meeting of the Working Committee composed of
representatives from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Chile. Th Committee
met at the PAFMDC from May 31 through June 4, 1982. It acknowl dged the
importance that such a certification committee would represent for the
commercial interests of the region. However, it decided to postpone its
conclusions until after compliance with Resolution VII of COSALFA-IX, which

recommends modification of the COSALFA bylaws.

Resolution IT - Methodological definitions for the idendification
and delimitation of foot-and-mouth disease-free areas in South America.

This Resolution urges the countries to identify and delimit the |areas that
are most suitable for the start of national eradication programs|.

In order to evaluate the progress made in this regard, a specific
item was included on the form sent out by the PAFMDC to the countries for
the preparation of the respective national reports to COSALFA onl the status
of the foot-and-mouth disease control programs. |

Specific replies were received from Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay and
Peru. They reported having conducted studies for regional characterization
and having selected areas in which to initiate action tending to achieve
eradication. In the particular case of Brazil, that country subfitted the

project for the implementation of the 2nd Stage of the Foot-and-Mouth Dis-
ease Control that includes specific areas with a five-year goal of attaining
the eradication of the disease. The reports returned by Bolivialand Vene-
zuela indicated that those countries have not yet undertaken any|specific
work in this regard, |

The specific information will be discussed at the X Regular Meeting
of COSALFA.

Resolution III ~ Methodological definitions for the establishment,
consolidation and expansion of foot-and-mouth disease-free areas in South

America. As a result of the conclusions of the Seminar on Foot— nd-Mouth

Disease-Free Areas in South America, this Resolution requested that the
PAFMDC, in common accord with the member countries, draw up a Manual of
Procedures to standardize the corresponding methodological criteria.

The PAFMDC therefore contracted a short-term consultant, Dr. Jose
Fernando P. Dora. From June 14 to October 11, 1982, Dr. Dora col aborated
with consultants from the Center on the draft of the "Manual of procedures
to achieve, expand and preserve foot-and-mouth disease-free areas| in South
America'.



On November 10, 1982, the draft was sent to the countries for their
review; comments have been received by the Secretariat from Argentina,
Bolivia, Colombia, Chile and Venezuela. The final version of the document

incorporating the comments received was distributed for discussion by the
Commission.

Resolution IV - Sanitary standards for livestock expansion, The

Resolution required the countries to establishstrict standards for | prevent- .
ing the introduction of the foot-and-mouth disease virus into the iivestock

expansion areas, and to forward copies of those standards to the Secretariat

ex officio for distribution among the member countries. »

\

Whereas the Secretariat did not receive the requested mate#ial, the
matter was included in the form for preparation of the national reports
that were sent out to each country on November 27, 1982.

Colombia and Paraguay included the item in their reports, with
details of the livestock development projects and required sanitarz measures.
Peru reported that it has a project for raising buffalo in the Amazon region,
but did not specify the required sanitary measures. Venezuela reported that
it has presently no livestock development projects. The remaining countries

did not provide any information on the subject.

\

Resolution V - Policy and strategies for the control of fobt—and—
mouth disease in South America. COSALFA, by means of this Resolutjon,
adopted the document entitled "Policy and strategies for the control of
foot-and-mouth disease in South America in the ten-year period 1981-1990"
urging the member countries to establish goals and their respective plans
of action in accordance with the document's guidelines. Such plans should
be sent to the Center no later than 90 days prior to this Meeting, which
would undertake to consolidate the national plans into a plan for continent-
wide action that would be submitted to the consideration of COSALFA-X.

Whereas no country had complied with the Resolution up to the end
of December, the Secretariat sent a reminding telex to each member%country.

The following countries then replied by forwarding the required
documents: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile and Peru. Whereas
five countries failed to reply, and given the short time remaining before
the meeting, the PAFMDC was unable to prepare the document in queition. It
is hoped that the countries which have no complied with the resolution will
forward their reports as quickly as possible to enable the consolidated
document to be prepared.

|
Resolution VI - The XVI Conference of the Permanent CommiAsion on
Foot-and-Mouth Disease of the International Office of Epizooties.| In
compliance with this Resolution, the Center Director presented the following
papers at the conference: "Production of foot-and-mouth disease vﬂ;us and

control of vaccines in South America'" and !'Status of the foot-and-mouth
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Based on their comments, a proposal altering the bylaws was drafted

and, between February lst and 3rd, 1983, forwarded to all membe
for their consideration.
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Resolution VIII - Project for free areas in the Andean

countries

This matter is to be discussed as a specific item

|
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regard to this Resolution, the Secretariat sent a letter dated
1982, to the Cartagena Agreement office, with a copy of the res
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in the reporting form sent to the countries members of COSALFA.
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Resolution X - Customs procedures for the transport of biological
materials. On May 3, 1982, the Secretariat sent a letter with a copy of

the Resolution to the Head Minister of the Immunities and Privi
sion of the Brazilian Foreign Relations Ministry.

Thanks to the support that the Center réceives from the
authorities,

1

razilian

no further problems of any kind have been encountered with



respect to customs clearance of the material in question. The procedure
has been simplified so that it is only necessary to send a telex ;to

Itamarati each time vaccines are exported to the COSALFA member countries.

Resolution XI - Seminar on the creation of foot-and-mouth disease-
free areas in South America. 1In accordance with the resolution passed at
COSALFA-VIII, the seminar was held from March 8 to 10, 1982. In adopting
its conclusions and recommendations, the COSALFA-IX approved Resolutions
I, II and III, which have already been discussed in this report. |

As requested by Resolution XI of COSALFA-IX, the PAFMDC, with the
efficient cooperation of the Paraguayan authorities, organized and conducted
the International Seminar on Information Systems and Epidemiological Sur-
veillance. The Seminar was held prior to the COSALFA-X Meeting.

Resolution XII - Genetic engineering for the development of antigens
for preparation of foot-and-mouth disease vaccines. With the cooperation
of the Animal Virology Center of Argentina (CEVAN), the PAFMDC remodelled
and equipped laboratories for the implementation of virus fingerprinting
and other modern virological techniques. The exchange program with CEVAN
has been extremely successful, resulting in the transfer of technology that
will be of utmost use for the Center and the member countries.

The PAFMDC has also actively participated in testing the immuno-
genicity of several products produced by private firms that are conducting
research into the production of antigens through genetic engineering and
polypeptide synthesis.

These results are preliminary. The practical aspects of vaccine
production using these products have not yet been resolved. It will also
take time before the new techniques manage to change the basic concepts of
immunization utilized in present-day control efforts.

2, OTHER MATTERS

a) - Document on events and progress in foot-and-mouth disease
control efforts in South America in the 1971-1981 ten-year
period

Resolution IX, taken at COSALFA-VIII, requested that the PAFMDC
prepare a document in this regard.

The draft of the document was not sent to the member countries until
June, 1982, due to involuntary delays as explained in the Secretary's report
to COSALFA-IX. .

The document submitted at this Meeting reflects the comments made
by the countries and is the final version that will be distributed soon.




b) - Sending of virus strains to the World Reference Laboratory

(WRL)

By request of the European Economic Community (EEC), and with

express agreement of the respective countries, samples of viru
A Argentina/79 and Brazil/79 were forwarded to the World Refer
tory at Pirbright. A study will be undertaken to determine the
afforded by the European vaccines against the Argentinajg and A
The PAFMDC has been asked to participate, together with technig

2
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from Argentina and the EEC, in planning and conducting the study.
c) - Designation of Plum Island Animal Disease Center (PIADC) as
the Regional Reference Laboratory for vesicular diseases

The PAFMDC received a copy of a memorandum sent by Dr.
Assistant General Director of the Department of Agriculture of t
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), to Dr. J.
Director of the Plum Island Animal Disease Center, advising him
referred Center had been designated as the FAO's Regional Refere
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for vesicular diseases and other animal viruses in North America, Panama,

Central America, the Antilles and the Bahama Islands.

A copy was also received of the answer sent by Dr. Cal
Bommer, accepting the terms of the agreement by which the PIAD
nated as the Regional Reference Laboratory.

:

In view of the mandate of the PAHO and its Pan America

is to Dr.
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Foot-and-

Mouth Disease Center, as set forth in Resolution X of the II Inter-American
Meeting, at the Ministerial Level, on Foot-and-Mouth Disease and Zoonosis

Control (RICAZ-II), held in May 1969 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
V. Fernandes, Head of the PAHO Veterinary Public Health Progr

i

Dr. Mario
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a letter to Dr. Bommer, requesting an explanation about the designation.

Copies of the correspondence exchanged between the FAO
have been distributed.
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allowance for this service, it must receive payments from the countries to
cover production costs in order to continue the vaccine-production cycles.
The countries are therefore requested to cooperate by paying their assess-
ments. Moreover, the PAHO auditing system requires that the real cost
price be set in dollars. Therefore, when the countries pay their bills in
local currency, the conversion must be made at the official exchange rate
in effect on the day of payment, because of the constant devaluation of
the currencies of most of the countries. ‘

Through this service, the Center is complying with and responding
to the COSALFA resolution concerning a vaccine bank. It may be said that
the Center's personnel have put forth considerable and laudable effort in
setting up this service, and that the vaccine being produced combines
excellent standards and characteristics.

Pilot and demonstration programs, whether ongoing or to be scheduled
with the Center's cooperation, should therefore have the financial backing
required to ensure that commitments will be met.

The Representative of Peru then explained that the document on policy
and strategies was sent to the Center through the PAHO. Since the document
was not received, he delivered a copy thereof.

The Head of the PAHO Veterinary Public Health Program then explained
the terms of the communication sent to the FAO at the end of 1982 about the
Plum Island Laboratory's designation as the Reference Laboratory for vesicu-
lar diseases in the Caribbean, North America, Central America and Panama.

To date he has received only a telex asking to be excused for the delay in
answering his memorandum and advising that a reply was forthcoming.

The Representative of Brazil suggested that the matter shoulld be
clarified at the forthcoming FAO meeting on sanitary and livestock Matters
to be held in the next few months.

The Representative from the United States informed the Meetqng that
four countries have signed an agreement with the Diagnostic Laboratory in
Panama and are sending samples there for diagnosis.

The Chairman submitted the Secretariat's report to the appreciation

of the representatives who approved it unanimously.

B. Epidemiological situation and status of the foot-and-mouth disease
control programs in South America, 1982

A consultant from the PAFMDC read a éummary of the report farwarded
by the COSALFA-member countries, underscoring the following aspects:




The incidence of foot-and-mouth disease in South America continued
to decline in 1982, year of the lowest occurrence of affected herds since
the control programs began.

This positive situation was most pronounced in the Rio de la Plata
basin where important zones of Argentina, Uruguay and Rio Grande do Sul
(Brazil), in which the disease had been historically persistent, reported
only occasional or no occurrences.

In 1982, the number of affected herds dropped on the order of 38%
in relation to 1981, 61Z in relation to the 1978-1980 three-year period,
and 757 in relation to the 1976-1977 period.

These results indicate that quantitative effects of th control
measures applied probably began to be felt from 1978 on. Howe er, this
assessment should not disregard the influence of the current worldwide
economic crisis and its curtailing effect on the livestock ind stry.

A clearly epidemic situation was recorded in 1982 in southern Peru,
caused by type C virus and possibly related to the occurrence of an episode
involving the same virus in Bolivia in the second half of the year. Ecuador,
Paraguay and Venezuela reported that the frequency of affected herds was
high, in certain periods of the year, being very persistent in Ecuador (virus
A), in two distinct periods in Venezuela (0 and A viruses) and in May and

April in Paraguay (virus A). |

| .
It should be noted that Peru and Paraguay were the only countries
that reported an increase in the number of affected herds in rehation to

the year before.

However, regarding the active virus types, there was an|obvious
decline in the incidence of all types. Virus type A predominated in the
majority of the countries and was diagnosed in 65% of the herds affected
with vesicular disease whose samples were laboratory tested and|in more than
777 of the foot-and-mouth disease foci. Virus type O was not diagnosed in
Bolivia or Peru. Virus type C was again diagnosed in Paraguay after an
absence of approximately three years.

Regarding the occurrence of vesicular digease in other |animal
species, the problem in pigs is the only one worth mentioning. |Not because
the disease is very frequent or widespread, but because despite having
recorded a low morbidity rate (8.6 per 10,000), the internal morbidity of
the affected droves and the lethality rate are high (29.1 and 21.5% respec-
tively). These rates, in epidemiological terms, are very coherent with the
typical pig-raising systems. .

If the epidemiological situation of foot-and-mouth disedse was
favorable in 1981, it was much more favorable in 1982, This is undoubtedly
due to the greater efficacy that control measures have attained |in some of
the countries.
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These facts constitute an excellent beginning for the commitments
assumed by the services that will carry out the control programs, inasmuch
as the document "Policy and strategies for the control of foot-and-mjuth
disease in South America in the ten-year period 1981-1990'" proposes disease
eradication goals.

the PAFMDC, authorized by the countries, is submitting to this X Regular
Meeting of COSALFA a document entitled "Manual of procedures for achieving,
preserving and expanding foot-and-mouth disease-free areas in South America".
This effort reflects the countries' determination to achieve the general
objectives set forth in the document on policy and strategies for the ten-
year period. ‘

As a means to consolidate the proposals contained in that dojument,

Over the past ten years, some activities of the services and
agencies carrying out the control programs have shown a noticeable t#pering
off. This could be a side effect of the domestic economic crisis now af-
fecting the individual countries as well as a natural loss of momentum
within the programs. This factor must encourage them to confront the real-
ity in the coming years with imaginative alternatives as required to‘attaln
the goals proposed. The countries will have to coexist through an eqonom—
ically tight period with the subsequent reflection on available resources.
It will be necessary to seek options, make maximum use of available resources,
optimize the effects of some control measures and, above all, motivate the
services' personnel to face this difficult period successfully. The con-
ditions reigning within the programs today — and probably during the coming
year — are less favorable than those existing some years ago. If this
overall unpropitious picture is not offset by the creative drive and
steadfastness needed to move toward the proposed objectives, the epldeml-
ological situation could fall back to the undesirable levels of the past.

The foot-and-mouth disease control programs in South America jattained
the following cover levels during 1982:

Geographic coverage : 617
Coverage of bovine herds 817
Coverage of bovine population 897

These data show that almost all the countries have complete territorial
coverage, with the exception of Bolivia (23%7) and Brazil (31%Z), the latter
rate being affected particularly by the extensive Amazon region not covered
by the program.” The coverages of bovine herds and bovine population are not
complete only in Bolivia, where they are 117 and 13% respectively, and in
Brazil, where the respective levels are 677 and 797.

There are 1663 field units throughout the continent, each one cover-
ing an average of 6481 Km? with 2021 herds and 115,905 head of cattlé.
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The total vaccination coverage in South America reached 627 of the
cattle population (135,706,139).

Finally, an evaluation of the Epidemiological Surveillance and
Information System was presented. In general, it indicated that the system
continues to function satisfactorily with respect to the receiving, publica-
tion and quality of information.

The Representative of Uruguay explained that the disparity between
the figures for vaccine produced and controlled is due to the fact that some
batches were still in the process of control.

The Representative of Brazil explained that the financial resources
informed refer only to federal funds and do not include state funds.

The Representative of Colombia indicated that the percentages of
vaccine coverage are not clear when the vaccine produced is com ared to the
needs of the population to be vaccinated.

Various representatives intervened to explain that the‘discrepancies
may be due to the use of different vaccination cycles and to vadc1nes left
over from one year to the next.

A consultant from the PAFMDC suggested that the vaccinétion cycles
be specifically stated so that the report could include explana?ory notes.

The Representative of Paraguay informed about the footﬁand—mouth
disease outbreads that affected the country in 1982, They were |caused by
virus type A79 and were controlled by means of monovalent vacc1ﬂe imported
from Argentina.

The PAFMDC Director reiterated the need for all the reﬁresentatlves
countries to send in their reports on the date indicated so thad the report
on the situation of the programs could be prepared on time. !

The Head of the Veterinary Public Health Program said that the next
meetings of RIMSA (Inter—American Meeting on Animal Health, at the Ministerial
Level) will be held at the end of the year. This will enable the delay of
the COSALFA meeting allowing more time for the countries to forward their
reports.,

The Commission approved the report on the "Situation of the Foot-
and-Mouth Disease Control Programs in South America in 1982".

C. COSALFA Bylaws

The Secretariat informed about the measures to draw up the COSALFA
bylaws and asked the representatives for their observations on the matter.
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All the representatives agreed to eliminate Article V concer
the creation of a Permanent Committee. They indicated that the Commi
functions could be developed by temporary committees, or eventually
permanent committees as set forth in the present Article VIII. A wo
group was assigned to do the final revision based on the representati
suggestions and remarks.

The revised document was unanimously approved (Appendix III)

Implementation of the policy and strategies for the control
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A consultant from the PAFMDC explained that this topic followed

through on Resolution V of COSALFA just as it was submitted in the
Secretariat's ex officio report. All the countries had thereby commi
themselves to sending in their plans of action based on the document
"Policy and strategies for the control of foot-and-mouth disease in §
America in the ten-year period 1981-1990". He asked each representat
inform about the progress attained in his country insofar as related
document.

The Representative of Argentina said that the policy and str
of the foot-and-mouth disease program are a continuation of what the
has been developing to control the disease. He pointed out that Pata
has been maintained as a disease-free area, that the area of sporadic
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disease occurrence as a result of the program now underway.

The Representative of Bolivia informed that the policy and étrategies

tted
entitled
outh

ive to
to that

ategies
country
gonia
occur-
in

were presented in the document already submitted related to the Second Stage

of the Foot-and-Mouth Disease, Rabier and Brucellosis Control Program.

explained that the delay was due to the negotiations with the IDB,

The IDB Representative explained the review and negotiations
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dures at the national and IDB levels that could delay consideration of the

project submitted to the IDB representation in Bolivia.

The Representative of Brazil explained that a situational di
has been conducted for several years as a continuation of the foot-an
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and Uruguay.
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The Representative of Colombia summarized his country's| policy and
strategies document. He underscored the goals of expanding the disease-free
area along the northern coast by means of differential strategies of vaccina-
tion, use of oil-adjuvanted vaccine in endemic areas and control| of animal
mobilization. The goal for 1990 is to have the northern coast free up to
' the western bank of the Magdalena River and to decrease cases on the eastern
side. Massive vaccination will be used in the major risk areas along the
border with Ecuador. Strategies for the other zones of the country have
also been establlshed

The Representative of Chile informed that the national Loal is to
keep the country free of foot-and-mouth disease through an extenblve preven-
tion program now being implemented. ‘

The Representative of Paraguay said that goals have been defined
based on the regional characterization of foot-and-mouth disease. This
includes the implementation, already underway, of the program to maintain
and expand the unaffected zone in the western region and the use of oil-
adjuvanted vaccine provided under an agreement with the PAFMDC for massive
application in the endemic areas of the western reglon. Additionally, it is
planned to repeat the study conducted in 1976 on virus sources in the Chaco.

The Representative of Ecuador stated that there are definite control
goals for the central area, the coast, the south and the eastern region. He
indicated that implementation has been hampered by the recent outbreaks and
the shortage of resources.

The Representative of Guyana explained that the last foot—and-mouth
disease outbreak occurred in 1978 and that the country has a preventive
program based on strict surveillance of animal mobilization along the
Brazilian border during the eight months of the dry season. Guyana remains
free of foot—and-mouth disease and continues to participate in the animal
health agreement with Brazil and Venezuela.

\

The Representative of Peru said that the control program was revised
and reoriented in 1982. It includes vaccination with oil-adjuvanted vaccine
in the endemic area of San Martin, the result of which was the absence of
outbreaks in that region. Additionally, feasibility studies have been con-
ducted aiming to create disease-free areas in southern Peru, with coopera-
tion from the Cartagena Agreement Board.

The Representative of Uruguay said that a complete characterization
of foot-and-mouth disease has been compiled and that the target |is now
eradication of the disease.

A consultant from the PAFMDC emphasized the fact that the countries
are already submitting definite goals that could be evaluated in the future.
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E. Manual ofgprocedures to preserve, expand and achieve foot-and-gouth

disease-free areas in South America \

As presented in the Secretariat's report, Dr. Jose Fernando PM Dora,
a PAFMDC consultant, submitted a summary of the objectives and contents of
the manual compiled in response to Resolution II of COSALFA-IX. He indicated
that the manual incorporates suggestions made by directors of various coun-
tries' animal health programs and submitted for discussion two suggestions
relating to standards for the introduction of animals into disease-free areas
and the necessity of pasteurizing milk from buffer zones intended for con-
sumption in free areas. The standards were not included because they bere
considered very strict, and he explained that the guidebook aims to establish
minimum safe standards that do not hamper the establishment of free arias.

The Representative of Colombia explained that the suggestions/ re-
garding the introducting of animals were based on the standards that ngern
Colombia's disease-free area on the border with Panama. |

It was explained that the manual is a guidebook to be used addapplled
by the countries according to their individual situation.

The Representative of Argentina informed that he had sent in a
suggestion about economic 1ncent1ves, whose purpose is to stimulate participa-
tion by the producers.

|
The Representative of Unites States of America said that whereas the
manual serves as a guidebook, the countries could include other strict standards
that would be applied at the discretion of the individual countries.

The Commission approved the manual and expressed its appreciation to

the PAFMDC for preparing it.

F. International Seminar on Information S Systems and Epidemiological
Surveillance

The Seminar's conclusions and recommendetions were read, approved and
included as Appendix IV hereof.

G. Other matters

The Director of the PAFMDC proposed that the evaluation of the PROASA
oil-adjuvanted vaccine subprogram should be the theme of the seminar to be
held prior to next year's COSALFA Meeting. The proposal was accepted.

The Head of the Veterinary Public Health Program explained the new
structure of the PAHO. He said that this program includes foot-and-mouth
disease and the main zoonoses, and now also includes food inspection 4§d
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control. He further stated that the program emphasizes coordinated efforts
with the countries in all areas, just as has been achieved w1thfthe foot-
and-mouth disease control programs.

The OIE Representative informed about the following topics:

- World FMD Conference held in October, 1982, with the part1c1pa-
tion of the PAFMDC Director.

- The meeting on anabolic and hormonal substances, held February
15-17 in Paris; the conclusions will be presented at|the OIE's
next regular meeting.

- The meeting to study the proposal for compiling a compendium of
veterinary drugs, held in Columbia in January. The OIE would be
in charge of compiling and disseminating the information on new
veterinary drugs and on the control and approval stabdards.

- The seminar on biotechnology that will be held prior to the next
REDISA Meeting. It will cover topics of genetic engineerlng,
monoclonal antibodies and virological methods. ‘

- The regular meeting of OIE to be held in May. The representative
encouraged greater participation by the countries of |the Americas.

At the request of Dr. Raul Casas Olascoaga, the Direct$r of the
PAFMDC, the USA Representatlve Dr. Norvan Meyer described the ve31cular
stomatitis situation in his country. A widespread outbreak occurred and
extended from the west coast to the state of Missouri. Several | states were
affected, with a large number of herds having diseased animals.| The disease
has behaved differently in that cases have been recorded during the winter,
although cases normally occur in the summer months from June through August.
The disease also affected a large number of horses.

The Representative of Bolivia thanked the Paraguayan government for
having hosted the COSALFA-X Regular Meeting.
\

The Commission approved the suggestion that the Final Report be
presented at RIMSA-III by the Chairman of COSALFA-X.

H. Resolutions

The Chairman submitted the proposed resolutlons to the |appreciation
of the representatives.
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Resolution I - Expression of gratitude to the Republic | of
Paraguay. i

Resolution II - COSALFA Bylaws.

Resolution III - Steps to obtain recognition of the COSALFA
Bylaws by the countries' foreign ministries.

Resolution IV - Action by the COSALFA Representatives tj obtain
recognition of the Bylaws from their countries'’
foreign ministries.

Resolution V - The document "Facts and progress in foot-and-

mouth disease control in South America in the
1971-1981 ten-year period".

Resolution VI - Evaluation of the progress achieved in the
implementation of foot—and-mouth disease control
policy and strategies.

Resolution VII -~ Manual of procedures to preserve, expand and
achieve areas free of foot—-and-mouth dlsease in
South America.

Resolution VIII - International Seminar on Information Systems and
Epidemiological Surveillance.

Resolution IX - International Seminar on Evaluation of &he Oil-

adjuvanted Vaccines Subprogram of the Training

Program for Animal Health in Latin America

(PROASA) . |
Resolution X - Border agreements.

The Commission duly discussed and reviewed all the Resolutions. Their
complete texts are shown in this Report as approved at the session h¢1d on
March 11, 1983, during the Tenth Regular Meeting of COSALFA which took place
in the Conference Room of the Hotel Ita Enramada, Asuncion, Paraguay.

Dr. Juan Pablo Romero, the Chairman of COSALFA-X, thanked the re-
presentatives, observers and participants for their excellent contributions
to the development of the discussions of the toplcs. He likewise thanked
the Secretariat, the company that helped to organize the meeting, and the
PAFMDC personnel for their outstanding work.

Dr. Raul Casas Olascoaga, the Secretary ex officio, then pr:ceeded
to read the Final Report, which was unanimously approved without comments.

The Spanish orijginal of this document was duly signed by alh the
countries' representantives in attendance at the Meeting.
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Como constancia se firma el presente informe por los delegados de
los paises a la Reunidn.
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RESOLUTIONS




COSALFA-X
RES-I

RESOLUTION T

'

EXPRESSION OF GRATITUTE TO THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY

WHEREAS :

The COSALFA-X meeting has received extraordinary support from the

Government of the Republic of Paraguay,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOQOT-AND-MOUTH |DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

To acknowledge its gratitude to the Government of the Republic of
Paraguay, and especially to the National Animal Health Service @SENACSA)
for the remarkable organization and warm support rendered for the develop-
ment of the X COSALFA meeting, thus enhanced by a special frameWork of

American friendship.

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on March 11, 1983)




i
COSALFA~X
‘S—II

RESOLUTION II

COSALFA BYLAWS

WHEREAS : i

The Ninth Regular Meeting of COSALFA, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
on March 11 and 12, 1982, passed Resolution VII, thereby assigning to the
Pan American Foot—-and-Mouth Disease Center (PAFMDC), subjunct to the Pan ‘
American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) 4dnd acting
in its capacity as the Secretariat ex officio of COSALFA, the task | of
drawing up, with the cooperation of the member countries, a Draft of Bylaws
and Regulations intended to attain, among the foreign offices of |the
member countries, acknowledgement of COSALFA as a permanent institutionalized
commission of regional character; and ‘

The PAFMDC, in compliance with the assignment, and after consulta-
tion with the countries, has drawn up a Draft of COSALFA Bylaws,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

|
To approve the attached Bylaws of the South American Commission for
the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (Attachment III). ‘

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on March 11, 1983)




COSALFA-X
RES-III

RESOLUTION III

STEPS TO OBTAIN RECOGNITION OF THE COSALFA BYLAWS BY
THE COUNTRIES' FOREIGN MINISTRIES

WHEREAS :

By request of the South American countries, the Pan American Health
Organization in 1973 did set up the South American Commission for the Control
of Foot-and-Mouth Disease, whose objective is to study annually and coordinate
foot-and-mouth disease control action, and which has since thenwheld regular
annual meetings; ;

Resolution VII, passed at the Commission's 9th Annual kegular Meeting
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on March 11 & 12, 1982, did assﬁgn to the
Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center in its capacity as Office of the
Secretariat ex officio of COSALFA, the task of drawing up, in cooperation with
the countries, a set of bylaws and regulations intended to obtahn recognition
of COSALFA by the Foreign Ministries of the member countries;

In compliance with this assignment, the Bylaws were approved by
Resolution IT of the 10th Annual Regular Meeting of COSALFA and will be sub-
mitted to RIMSA-III, which is scheduled to be held in April of thls year at
the headquarters of the Pan American Health Organization; and

The Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center, seat of the COSALFA
Secretariat ex officio, is located in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH|DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

To request that the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, | solicit the
Brazilian Foreign Ministry to initiate steps intended to obtain recognition

of the aforesaid Bylaws by the Foreign Ministries of the COSALFA member
countries.

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on Mar¢h 11, 1983)



QOSALFA-X
RES-1V

RESOLUTION IV

ACTION BY THE COSALFA REPRESENTATIVES TO OBTAIN RECOGNITION
OF THE BYLAWS FROM THEIR COUNTRIES' FOREIGN MINISTRIES

WHEREAS :

COSALFA must obtain institutional recognition at the level of the
Foreign Ministries of the respective member countries,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DI$EASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

That the representatives of the countries, when notified by the
Brazilian Government, should initiate action through their respective
Ministries of Agriculture, to obtain from their Governments' Foreign Rela-
tions Ministries the recognition of COSALFA and its respective Bylaws.

(Approved at the tenth regula& meeting
held on March 11, 1983)



Q

COSALFA-X
RES-V

RESOLUTION V

THE DOCUMENT "FACTS AND PROGRESS IN FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE
CONTROL IN SOUTH AMERICA IN THE 1971-1981 TEN-YEAR PERIOD"

WHEREAS :

Resolution IV, adopted at the Eight Meeting of COSALFA, requested
that the Pan American Foot—and-Mouth Disease Center compile a dgcument on
"Facts and Progress in Foot-and-Mouth Disease Control in South America in
the 1971-1981 Ten-Year Period" based on the results attained by the foot-
and-mouth disease programs conducted by the member countries; and

The document prepared by the aforesaid Center in cooperation with
the countries complies with the request,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH |DISEASE
HEREBY RESOLVES:

To approve and adopt the aforesaid document and to request that
the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center print and distribute it.

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on March 11, 1983)




COSALFA-X
RES-VI

RESOLUTION VI

EVALUATION OF THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE
CONTROL POLICY AND STRATEGIES

WHEREAS :

The member countries have assumed the commitment to put forth greater
effort on the programs tending to eradicate foot-and-mouth disease [from the
continent; and

The document entitled '"Policy and strategies for the contrpl  of
foot-and-mouth disease in South America in the ten-year period 1981-1990"
was approved at the COSALFA-IX Meeting,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate the terms of Resolution V approved by COSALFA-IX.

2, To express its satisfaction for the progress achieved in some of the
member countries in 1982,

3. To include on the Agendas of the COSALFA Regular Meeting tge evalua-
tion of the progress achieved in the Region in relation to the guidelines set
forth in the aforesaid document.

4. In this regard, to request that each member country forwarq to the
Secretariat ex officio, before January 3lst of each year, a progreSS report
on the respective plan of action.

5. To require that a report on the development of the consolidated plan
of action, with special reference to the subregional spheres, be presented by
the Secretariat ex officio at the annual regular meetings of COSALFA.

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on March 11, 1983)



RESOLUTION VII

MANUAL OF PROCEDURES TO PRESERVE,
EXPAND AND ACHIEVE AREAS FREE OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DIS
IN SOUTH AMERICA

WHEREAS :

Resolution III of the Ninth Regular Meeting of COSALF

Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center to prepare a ''Manua

to preserve, expand and achieve areas free of foot-and-mouth d
America"; and

The PAFMDC, in cooperation with the countries, has pr
aforesaid Manual,

COSALFA-X
RES-VII

FASE

A asked the
1 of procedures
isease in South

{

épared the

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT—AND-MOUTH DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

1. To adopt the '"Manual of procedures to preserve, expan
areas free of foot-and-mouth disease in South America" as a gu
execution of the corresponding measures at the national level.

2, To request that the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disea
priority to the cooperation with the countries requesting it a
put the aforesaid Manual of Procedures into practice.

(Approved at the tenth re
held on Ma

d and achieve
1debook for the

se Center give
s required to

|
ular meeting
rch 11, 1983)



OSALFA-X
S-VIII

RESOLUTION VIII

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEILLANCE

WHEREAS : |
The International Seminar on Vesicular Diseases Information and
Epidemiological Surveillance Systems was successfully held in Asuncion,
Paraguay, from March 7 to 9, 1983; and
|
These systems have achieved a good level of development in the
countries of South America,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

1. To acknowledge its gratitude to the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth
Disease Center of the Pan American Health Organization for the organization
and development of the International Seminar on Vesicular Diseases Informa-
tion and Epidemiological Surveillance Systems, as well as to the Paraguayan
Government and to the Animal Health Service (SENACSA) for their valuable
contribution in implementing the development of the Seminar.

2. To adopt the recommendations and conclusions emanating frpm this
Seminar, for their significance in relation to the control of footrand-mouth
disease in the countries (Attachment IV). |

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on March 11, 1983)
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COSALFA-X
RES-IX

RESOLUTION IX

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON EVALUATION OF THE OIL-ADJUVANTED
VACCINES SUBPROGRAM OF THE TRAINING PROGRAM FOR
ANIMAL HEALTH IN LATIN AMERICA (PROASA)

WHEREAS:

It is important that this Seminar be held prior to the Regular
Meetings of COSALFA; and

The Pan American Foot—and-Mouth Disease Center has scheduled a
Seminar on Evaluation of the Oil-adjuvanted Vaccines Subprogram of the
Training Program for Animal Health in Latin America (PROASA), |to be held
on a date close to the Eleventh Meeting of COSALFA,

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND—MOUﬂH DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

To request of the Pan American Foot—and-Mouth Disease Center that
the seminar held prior to the Eleventh Regular Meeting of COSALFA be
dedicated to the aforesaid evaluation of the PROASA courses.

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting
held on March 11, 1983)




COSALFA-X
$-X

RESOLUTION X

BORDER AGREEMENTS

WHEREAS :

|
The Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center, at the request of
the countries, has acted as a coordinating and advisory body to thel South
American countries in establishing and developing bilateral animal bealth
agreements; and

Important achievements have been made in the coordinated control
of foot-and-mouth disease and other animal diseases, ‘

THE SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

HEREBY RESOLVES:

1. To ask the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center (PAFMDC), in
its capacity as coordinator of the meetings of the animal health bilateral
agreements, to prepare, in coordination with the countries, a document con-
taining information on the evolution of the agreements up to the prlesent,
the work methodology of the joint commissions, subcommissions and tlechnical
groups, and a summary of the main results,

2. That the aforesaid document be published and distributed to serve
as a guidebook for the development of future activities of the agreements.

(Approved at the tenth regular meeting

held on March 11, 1983)
|
|
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ANNEX I

SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

X REGULAR MEETING

Asuncion, Paraguay, March 10-11, 1983

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES

ARGENTINA Dr. Emilio Juan Gimeno
Director General
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad Animal (SENASA)
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Paseo Colon 022, P.B.
Buenos Aires

BOLIVIA Dr. Orlando Aguirre Banzer
Director Nacional de Ganaderia
Ministerio de Asuntos Campesinos y Agropecuarios
Av. Camacho 1471
La Paz

BRAZIL Dr. Jose Freire de Faria
Secretario
Secretaria de Defesa Sanitaria Animal (SDSA)
Ministerio da Agricultura
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bl. 8
Anexo do M.A., 39 and.
70043 Brasilia, D.F.

COLOMBIA Dr. Gustavo Manrique Londono
Director de Sanidad Animal
Division de Sanidad Animal
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA)
Calle 37, NQ 8-43, 89 piso
Bogota

CHILE Dr. Jorge Rafael Benavides Munoz
Director
Division de Proteccion Pecuaria
Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura
Avenida Bulnes, 140, 79 piso
Santiago




COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES (cont')

ECUADOR Dr. Cesar Italo Rivas Loor
Director Nacional
Programa Nacional de Sanidad Animal
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Avenida Amazonas y esq. Eloy Alfaro
Quito

GUYANA Dr. Patrick L. McKenzie ‘
Deputy Chief Agricultural Officer \
Ministry of Agriculture ‘
P. 0. Box 1001
Georgetown

PARAGUAY Dr. Juan Pablo Romero
Presidente y Jefe Administrativo
Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA)
Ruta Mcal. Estigarribia Km. 104
San Lorenzo

PERU Dr. Jorge Quintana Lora
Jefe del
Programa de Control de la Fiebre Aftosa
Ministerio de Agricultura
Avenida Salaverry - 6a. cuadra - Piso 10
Jesus Maria
Lima

URUGUAY Dr. Jorge Baltar
Encargado de la Direccion
Direccion de Lucha contra la Fiebre Aftosa (DILFA)
Ministerio de Agricultura y Pesca
Ruta 8 Brig. Gral., Juan A. Lavalleja, Km. 29

Pando
SECRETARIAT Dr. Raul Casas Olascoaga
EX OFFICIO Secretary ex officio

Centro Panamericano de Fiebre Aftosa (CPFA)
Av. Pres. Kennedy 7778

Sao Bento

25000 Duque de Caxias, RJ, Brasil




ARGENTINA

CANADA

CHILE

KINGDOM OF THE

NETHERLANDS

PARAGUAY

OBSERVERS

Dr. Carlos Hugo Caggiano

Director General

Servicio de Luchas Sanitarias (SELSA)
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Paseo Colon 922, ler. piso

Buenos Aires

Dr. Marcelo de la Sota

Adscripto Direccion General

Servicio de Luchas Sanitarias (SELSA)
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Paseo Colon 922, ler. piso

Dr. William G. Sterritt

Chief, Emergency Programs

Animal Health Division, Food Productlon
and Inspection Branch

Canada Agriculture

2255 Carling Avenue

Ottawa

Dr. Renato Gonzalez Rosas

Jefe del

Proyecto de Enfermedades Exoticas
Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura

Avenida Bulnes, 140 - 79 piso
Santiago

Ing. Agr Adrian C. J. Bovee

Consejero Agricola

Embajada de S, M. la Reina de los
Paises Bajos

Las Violetas 2368

Santiago - CHILE

Dr. Eduardo Ruiz Almada

Decano de la

Facultad de Ciencias Veterinarias
Universidad Nacional de Asuncién
Rca. Dominicana 571

Asuncion




OBSERVERS (cont')

PARAGUAY

Dr. Rigoberto S. Caballero M.

Miembro del Consejo del

Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA): .
Ruta Mcal.Estigarribia Km. 10 Y/,

San Lorenzo

Dr. Tomas Martinez

Director del Laboratorio del

Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA)
Ruta Mcal, Estigarribia Km.10 Y,

San Lorenzo

Dr. Hernan A. Godoy Lopez

Director del

Departamento del Servicio de Campo

Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA)°
Ruta Mcal. Estigarribia Km. 10 Y,

San Lorenzo

Dr. Erico Acosta Simonelli

Jefe del !
Programa de Fiebre Aftosa

Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA)
Ruta Mcal. Estigarribia Km. 10 Y,

San Lorenzo

Dr. Miguel Angel Genovese

Jefe de 1la -
Division de Epidemiologia

Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA)

Ruta Mcal., Estigarribia Km. 10, , .
San Lorenzo

Dra. Maria Teresa de Gauto

Jefe del

Servicio de Estadistica

Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENACSA)
Ruta Mcal. Estigarribia Km. 10 Y,

San Lorenzo




OBSERVERS (cont')

UNITED STATES OF Dr. Norvan L. Meyer
AMERICA Assistant Deputy Administrator

International Programs
Animal Plant Health Inspection Services| (APHIS)
Veterinary Services (V.S.)

U.S. Department of Agriculture
14th and Independence Avenue, Room 317 E, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dr. Charles M. Barnes

Veterinario Supervisor para
Centro America, Panama y Colombia
U.S. Department of Agriculture
c¢/o U.S. Embassy-Agriculture, Box E, APO
Miami, Fla. 34002

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

IDB Dr. Enrique Estuardo Torres
Especialista PAF/LIV
Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo
801, 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20577
U. S. A.

1I1CA Dr. Ruben A. Lombardo
Especialista de Zona Sur
Instituto Interamericano de Coopera01onw
para la Agrlcultura (11ICA)
Sarmiento 760 - 89 piso
Buenos Aires - ARGENTINA

OIE Dr. Emilio Juan Gimeno
: ' Presidente de la
Comision Regional de la
Oficina Internacional de Epizootias en la
Americas
Paseo Colon 922, P.B.
Buenos Aires - ARGENTINA




INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (cont')

PAHO /WHO

PAHO/CEPANZO

PAHO/PAFMDC

Dr, Mario V. Fernandes |
Jefe del ‘
Programa de Salud Publica Veterinaria
Organizacion Panamericana de la Salud ‘
525 Twenty-Third Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037

U. S. A,

Dr. Moysés Natan Honigman

Jefe del Servicio de Campo

Centro Panamericano de Zoonosis

Casilla de Correo 3092 - Correo Central
1000 Buenos Aires - ARGENTINA

Dr. Raul Casas Olascoaga
Director

Dr. Victor Hugo Moscoso
Consultor en Paraguay

Dr. Jaime Estupinan A.
Planificacion y Evaluacion Programa Antiaftosa

Dr. Felix J. Rosenberg
Epidemiclogo
Dr. Vicente Astudillo
Estadistico

Dr. Albino Alonso Fernandez
Serologo

Dr. José Fernando P. Dora
Consultor :

Sr. Antonio Jose Mendes da Silva
Estadistico




ANNEX 11

SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

March 10, Thursday

Place:

08:00
09:00
09:30
10:15
10:30

11:30
12:30
14:30

16:00
16:15

17:15
18:30

March 11,

a.m.

Friday

08:30

09:00
09:30
10:00
11:00

a.m.

Asuncion, Paraguay, March 10-11, 1983

X REGULAR MEETING

Conference Room of the Ita Enramada Hotel and Casino

PROGRAM

Inaugural session
Report of the Secretariat ex officio
Discussion of the report

Coffee break

. Epidemiological situation and status of the foot-

and-mouth disease programs in South America, 1982

. COSALFA Bylaws

Lunch

Implementation of the policy and strategies for
the control of foot-and-mouth disease in South
America in the ten-year period 1981—ﬂ990

Coffee break

. Manual of procedures to preserve, expand and

achieve foot-and-mouth disease-free areas in South
America

Proposal of Resolutions

Closing session

. International Seminar on Information |Systems and

Epidemiological Surveillance

Other matters

Resolutions
Final Report

Closure



ORGANIC BYLAW
OF THE
SOUTH AMERICAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF
FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

ARTICLE I
Purpose

The purpose of the South American Commission f

ANNEX III

or the

Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (COSALFA) is to develop and

consolidate in South American countries any programs

for:

preventing, controlling and eradicating foot

disease; and

avoiding the entry of exotic diseases affect

ARTICLE 1II
Objectives

1. To foster the continued advance of programs fo

designed

Land-mouth

ing cattle.

r the con-

trol of foot-and-mouth disease establishing as a common final

goal the eradication of this disease in South Americ

2.
national programs for the control of foot-and-mouth

To assure the coordination, at the regional le

their formulation, implementation and evaluation.

3.
intended for the investigation of foot-and-mouth dis

To further and provide advisory assistance to

contribute towards the interchange of results obtain

a.

of
disease in

vel,

programs
ease and
ed.




4, To see that any emergency situations that may eventual-
ly affect cattle-raising in South America are promptly dealt

with.

5. To further the development of any systems for the pre-
vention and early detection of any exotic diseases in South
America, and the organization of control programs in case of

introduction of any of these diseases.

6. To further the formation of national commissions for
foot-and-mouth disease eradication, with the participation of

sanitary officials and livestock industry.

7. To recommend the adoption of such measures as are
designed to support the international trade of animals and
animal by-products which are related to the problem of foot-

and-mouth disease and exotic diseases.

8. To maintain relations with similar organizations of other
regions in representation of the member countries of the
Commission.

ARTICLE III
Members

1. COSALFA's members are Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,| Colom-
bia, Chile, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and
Venezuela. Each country will be represented by the highest-
ranking veterinarian of the animal health services of the
Ministry of Agriculture or the entity to which these functions
has been delegated.



2. Representatives of COSALFA's member countries may be

accompanied by:

a. any advisors whom they deem necessary, and
b. representatives of cattle-raisers'associations

officially designated by the country involved.

Both the advisors and the representative of cattle-raisers
may take part in any discussions by COSALFA, with no voting

rights.

ARTICLE IV 1
Observers 1

1. Representatives of other American countries and repre-
sentatives of the Cartagena Agreement, Inter—Americ%n Develop-
ment Bank (IDB), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), Inter-American Institute for Cooperaﬁion on
Agriculture (IICA), International Office of Epizootjes (OIE),
jal Health

and Agriculture (OIRSA) may participate as observer#.

and the International Regional Organization for Ani

2. COSALFA will be free to invite as observers any represen-
tatives of other countries and international organizations

connected with the anti-FMD campaigns.
3. Observers may submit documents and take part in discus-

sions, with no voting rights.

ARTICLE V
COSALFA's Secretariat




1. The Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center (P$FMDC)
of the Pan American Health Organization/World Health Orianiza-
tion (PAHO/WHO) shall act as Secretariat for COSALFA. }he
PAFMDC Director shall act as Secretary ex officio. }

2. The Secretariat's function will be to receive and| dis-
tribute any documents, reports, recommendations and resolutions
of the Commission, draw up minutes of the meetings and carry

out other assignments as required by the Commission.

3. The Secretariat will be responsible for the follow-up of .
COSALFA's approved resolutions and shall inform about its re-
sults at the subsequent regular meeting.

ARTICLE VI
Headquarters

1. The Commission's headquarters will be in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, at PAFMDC's Offices.

ARTICLE VII
Organization

1. COSALFA shall be presided over by representives of one

of the member countries, which will be appointed according to
the alphabetical order of the countries. The Chairman's term

of office will last one year, beginning with the regular meeting
at which the appointment is made and will cease at the subse-
quent regular meeting.

2.  In the absence of the delegate, the country to which the
chairmanship would correspond such chairmanship would be

exercised by the representative of the country upon whom it
would be incumbent to do so in the subsequent period.



3. COSALFA shall hold two types of meetings:

a. Regular meeting to be held every year.

b. Special meetings to be held as circumstance
require or when so requested by at least th
its members.

4, COSALFA's meetings shall be called by the Secr

officio on behalf of the Chairman.

5. Meetings shall take place at COSALFA's headqua
exceptionally, at such place as may be designated by
Commission.

6.
vote of the absolute majority of its members and so

Commission's resolutions shall be adopted by a

in resolutions.

7.
he may authorize the Secretary ex officio to act as

If COSALFA's Chairman cannot attend any specia

of the proceedings.

8.
resolutions, shall be forwarded by the Secretariat

Reports on COSALFA's meetings, with their resp

Agriculture Ministers of member countries for consid

decisions to which said resolutions may refer.

9.
meetings to:

The Secretariat shall also forward reports on

. Any countries and international organization
designate observers; and

other countries or international organizatio
may request such reports.

s may
ree of
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10. Representatives of member countries agree to impIQment,
on a nationwide level, all resolutions adopted, and sﬁall
account for the outcome thereof in the subsequent reguiar
meeting or when the Commission considers it necessary. |

ARTICLE VIII
Committees

1. COSALFA shall be free to constitute special, temp$rary

or permanent committees to examine and report on specific
aspects of the prevention, control and eradication of foot-and-.
mouth disease or exotic diseases of the animals; to analyze
sanitary problems between the countries, and other aspects
specially identified by COSALFA.

2. Members of the committees shall be specialists of great
repute in the particular field involved, and may be nationals
of the member countries of COSALFA or other countries.

3.  Committee meetings shall be called by the Secretaiiat at
such date and place as may be more suitable for their phrpose.

ARTICLE IX |
Admission |

Admission of other countries entitled to become members
shall be effective on the date on which COSALFA shall approve
the respective application for admission. The Secretariat will
report the receipt of each and every application for admission
to each of the member countries of the Commission.



ARTICLE X
Withdrawal

Any member country may withdraw from COSALFA by means

of a written communication to the Secretariat, at least six
months from the following regular meeting. The Secretariat
shall report such applications for withdrawal to the member

countries.

ARTICLE XI
Financing

1. Member countries will finance such costs as may result

from the participation of their representatives in the Commis-

sion meetings and in the Committees provided for in |Article
VIII of this Bylaws.

1
2. The Pan American Health Organization will contribute,

through the PAFDMC's regular budget, such funds as may be

required for the Secretariat's services.

3. Financing of any other expenses shall be determined by

COSALFA on each particular occasion.

ARTICLE XII
Amendment to Bylaw

1. The present Bylaw may be revised upon request
member country and amended as approved by three-four

of any
rths of the

Commission's member countries, at a regular meeting.

2. Amendments will be submitted to the respective countries

and shall be incorporated to the Bylaw.



ARTICLE XIII

Termination

COSALFA shall cease its operations by a resolution
adopted by three-fourths of its members. It shall also auto-
matically cease operations in the event that, as a result of

the withdrawal of members, the number of such members hés
been reduced to five.

Asuncion, Paraguay, March 10, 1983 1

The Spanish original of this Bylaw was duly signed by
all the countries' representatives attending the X Regular
Meeting of the COSALFA. as follows:

ARGENTINA: Dr. Emilio Juan Gimeno

BOLIVIA: Dr. Orlando Aguirre Banzer
BRAZIL: Dr. Jose Freire de Faria
COLOMBIA: Dr. Gustavo Manrique Londono
CHILE: Dr. Jorge Rafael Benavides Munoz
ECUADOR: Dr. César Italo Rivas Loor |
GUYANA: Dr. Patrick L. McKenzie

PARAGUAY : Dr. Juan Pablo Romero f
PERU: Dr. Jorge Quintana Lora

URUGUAY : Dr. Jorge Baltar

SECRETARY

EX OFFICIO: Dr. Raul Casas Olascoaga



Local and date:

ANNEX IV
ANNBS T

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEILLANCE

Asuncion, Paraguay, March 7-9, 1983

Participants:

Objectives:

Conclusions and Recommendations

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador,
Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, USA, IDB, PAHO, PAFMDC

and CFPANZO.

The main objective of the Seminar will be to review and
analyse the functioning of the information systems and

epidemiological surveillance in each one of the countries
in order to adequate them to the strategies of action for
the control and eradication of foot-and-mouth disease in
the ten-year period 1981-1990.

RECOMMENDATION 1

Orientation of the vesicular disease epidemiological surveillance

and information systems.

WHEREAS :

1,

tematically produce a valuable amount of epidemiological data;

2.

been selected to facilitate the interpretation thereof;

3.

epidemiological characterization of foot-and-mouth disease; and

4,

eradication by establishing disease-free areas,

1.

The vesicular disease surveillance and information ﬂystems sys-—
Indicators and procedures for analysis of the information have
A methodology is currently being developed for the regional

The countries have decided to orient their efforts toward

HEREBY RECOMMENDS :

That the countries undertake intensive and diversified applica-

tion of the information and surveillance to generate permanent feedback on

the programs, thus enabling them to be readjusted as required, always bear-
ing in mind that the final goal is to foster animal production and achieve

the sanitary conditions that facilitate commerce in animal prodﬁcts.

2.

the regional epidemiological behavior of foot-and-mouth disease,
of the epidemiological surveillance process.

That "selective action' be determined and applied according to
as a result




3. That the surveillance and information mechanisms be rendered
commensurate with the characteristics of the programs, through adJusqments
in the system's observation procedures, speed of communication and degree
of sensitivity.

RECOMMENDATION II

Organization of the use of the information in the epidemiological
surveillance of vesicular diseases.

WHEREAS :

1. The utilization of epidemiological information in the foot-and-
mouth disease control programs must be rationalized;

2. The feedback of such information is of utmost use for the stra-
tegic and operational surveillance of the programs,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:
That each Anlmal Health Service orient and define the needs and forms

of information use according to the pertinent policy, strategy, tactical and
operational decision-making levels.

RECOMMENDATION III1

Use and application of indicators for the epidemiological sutve111ance
of vesicular dlseases.

WHEREAS : i
!

The present status of the epidemiological situation of foot-and-mouth
disease and the progress achieved by the control programs now requirt a more
objective and active surveillance in order to permit a complete awareness of
the risk levels and monitor their evolution,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

1. The use of indicators like those submitted by the Pan American
Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center and discussed at the Seminar as risk-evaluation
mechamisms.

2. That the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center prepare a
document to explain the concept and use of such indicators, for distiribution
to the Veterinary Services.

3. That the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center compile and
periodically distribute the consolidated information on the risk level.




RECOMMENDATION IV

Utilization of socio-economic indicators in the epidemiglogical
surveillance of vesicular diseases.

WHEREAS :

1. The effectiveness of foot-and-mouth disease control measures
depends on an adequate awareness of the critical environmental factors;

2. The present economic panorama is a factor contrlbuting to the
current favorable foot—-and-mouth disease situation,
|
!
The utilization of socio-economic information related to the forms

of animal production, especially those indicators that signal a change in
livestock industry trends (prices - trade agreements) .

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

RECOMMENDATION V

Adjustment between control measures and epidemiological surveillance
in low or no-frequency areas.

WHEREAS :

1. The frequency of foot-and-mouth disease has declined to a low
level on .the Continent;

2. This situation must be preserved; and

3. The areas with these characteristics may possibly be exposed to
the agent with greater intensity,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

) 1. That, in those areas having disease-free or occasional-occurrence
epidemiological characteristics, the surveillance system should adopt alarm
pFocedures that permit timely acknowledgement of the situation |and applica-
tion of the required measures.

2. That the grid squares corresponding to areas where foot-and-mouth
disease viruses are handled be regarded as areas of permanent active observation
in terms of surveillance.




RECOMMENDATION VI

Epidemiological studies and special measures for the control of foot-
and-mouth disease virus type 'C".

WHEREAS:

The occurrence of virus type 'C'" on the Continent has been sporadic
for several years,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

That the epidemiological surveillance policy be oriented according
to the occurrence in each country, seeking adequate knowledge of its spatial
and temporal distribution as well as its origin and diffusion; and

The following measures be considered as some of the preferential
epidemiological surveillance measures:

a) Extensive epidemiological research into the source of clinical
foci due to virus type "C", including the investigation of the
virus' subclinical activity in the outbreak's areas of /influence;

b) Establish a specific system of surveillance in the areas of
influence of diagnosis and vaccine production and control labora-
tories that handle said virus.

¢) Establish a system for immediate notification of virus type "C"
diagnosis;

d) Disseminate these diagnostic results immediately and quickly
through the continental information system;

e) That the countries, based on the epidemiological and diagnostic
indicators obtained, study special measures to perfect |the control
and eradication systems. ‘

RECOMMENDATION VII
Epidemiological surveillance for the prevention of exotic diseases.
1

WHEREAS :

1. The systems presently utilized by the countries' veterinary services
for the prevention of exotic diseases must be improved and perfected; and



2. There is information both inside and outside the countric
of which must be rationalized in order to permit the development
and emergency programs that adequately meet the goal of reducing
introducing new diseases into the countries,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

1. That the present exotic diseases surveillance and inform
be strengthened to permit an awareness of the diseases' behavior
diminish the risk of their introduction into the countries, by m
prevention and emergency program.

»

2. That the surveillance and information system inside the
oriented toward an awareness of the behavior of the possible hos
interaction with the environment.

RECOMMENDATION VIII

3

<

pans of
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in order to
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countries be
t and

its

Expansion of the epidemiological surveillance and information system.

WHEREAS :

1.
(RIMSA - 1981), mindful of the advanced level of development and
shown by the system of information and epidemiological surveilla
vesicular diseases in animals as developed by the countries with
and advisory assistance from the Pan American Foot—and-Mouth Dis
approved Resolution I through which the PAHO was asked to extend
to other diseases, especially those zoonoses dealt with by the P
Zoonoses Center; and

2.
and information system,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

To reiterate all parts of Resolution I of RIMSA-II and, a
mentation thereof proceeds, to request that the PAHO Veterirvary
Program cooperate with the countries in expanding the System of
and Epidemiological Surveillance of Rabies, Brucellosis, Tubercu
Encephalitis, Hydatidosis and other zoonoses, using the vesicula
epidemiological surveillance and information system as a referen

.

The II Inter—American Animal Health Meeting at the Miniskerial Level

effectiveness
ce of
coordination
ase Center,
the system

Fn American

Several countries have already undertaken to expand the surveillance

the imple-
ublic Health
nformation
osis, Equine
disease
e.



RECOMMENDATION IX

Inclusion of other subsystems in the vesicular disease surveillance
and information system. :

WHEREAS :

1. There exists a reciprocal influence between foot-and-mouth lisease
occurrence and the action taken to control it, and the administrative,
economic and productive aspects of the sanitary programs and the livestock
industry in general;

2. The national foot—and-mouth disease control programs have ac¢cquired
extensive experience in the implementation and development of epidemiological
surveillance and information systems; and
3. There is a possibility to apply the experience and methods of the
vesicular disease epidemiological surveillance and information systems to
the needs of other animal health livestock development projects,

HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

To promote the development of other subsystems within the epidemi-
ological surveillance and information system, such as:

Administrative (costs-operational-inputs-human resources);

Economic (physical losses-commerce and trade-benefits) ; ana

Productive (production and productivity), to be 1mp1emented‘ as the
programs may require.

RECOMMENDATION X

Laboratory support for the vesicular disease epidemiological surveil-
lance systems.

WHEREAS :

1. The diagnosis laboratories are fundamental parts of the epidemiological
surveillance and information systems for the identification of the lviruses
active in the field, the determination of viral activity in the populations
and the measurement of the levels of immunity;

2, This support must increase as the foot-and-mouth disease cdntrol
programs move forward toward the goal of disease eradication,




HEREBY RECOMMENDS:

1, To proceed to integrate the diagnosis and research laboratories into
the epidemiological surveillance systems, particularly with respect to
~ diagnosis, quality control of vaccines and epidemiological research.

2, To support the Center's efforts to develop projects related to the
epidemiology and diagnosis of other animal diseases that, because of their
clinical similarity, interfere in the current vesicular disease prevention
and control programs.






