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Topic 25: NAF_ OF THE GRGANIZATION AND TITLES OF ITS SENIOR OFFICERS

The Executive Committee, at its 3hth Meeting (Washington, D.C. I
May 1958) agreed to recommend to the XV Pan Av_ericanSanitary Conference
certain amendments to the @onstitution of the Pan American Sanitary Or-
ganization relating to the name of the Organization and to the titles of
its senior officers. These recommendations are contained in Resolutions
XIII and Xrq adopted by the Committee after a detailed study of Document
CE3h/7, in which the Director submitted several alternatives in connec-
tion with this topic (see Annex).

1. Resolution XIII, which refers to the name of the Pan American
Sanitary Organization, reads as follows:

eThe Executive Colmmittee,

Bearing in mind that the word :sanitaryr in the name of the
Pan _erican Sanitary Organization does not express fully or ac-
curately the character of the Organization or its functions in the
broad field of health, as established in Article 1 of the Consti-
tution_

Consideringthat the substitutionof the word :health_for
'sanitaryr in the name of the Organization, in the four official

." languages (in English, Pan American Health Organization; in French,
•_ Organisation panam_ricaine de la Sant'6;in Portuguese, _ganiza_o

Pan-Americana da Sadde_ and in Spanish, Organizaci6n Panamericana
de ia_S_idd),Would co'rrectthis situation and, by promoting a
better understanding of the Organization:s activities_ would gain
greater support on the part of the general public; and

Considering the provisions of Article 25 of the Constitution_
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RESOLVES:

To recommend to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference that
it consider the following amendment to the Constitution of the
Organization: -_

Replace the name tPan American Sanitary Organization, by
'Pan American Health Organizationt in Articles l, 2-A, 3j 19-B
and 21-A."

2. Resolution XIV, which refers to the titles of senior officers
of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, reads as follows:

"The Executive Committee,

Considering that the present titles of the senior officers of
the Pan American Sanitary Bureau are ambiguous and do not reflect
accurately the functions and activities of those officers;

Considering the advisability of adopting generally-accepted
titles that will be self-descriptive insofar as the rssponsibilities
of the particular post are concerned_ and

Considering the provisions of Article 25 of the Constitution,

RESOLVES:

To recommend to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference that
it consider the following amendments to the Constitution of the
Organization:

a. Revise the text of Article 4-E to read: tThe Conference shall
elect the Director of the Pan American Health Organization by
a two_thirds vote of the countries represented and with the
right to vote. The Director shall be the chief technical and
administrative officer of the Organization and the legal repre-
sentative thereof. In case of resignation, incapacity, or death
of the Director between meetings of the Conference, the Direc- _++
ting Council shall elect a Director who shall act ad interim.'

b. Revise the text of Article 18-A to read: ,The Pan American
Sanitary Bureau shall be headed by the Director designated in
accordance with the provisions of Article 4, paragraph Eo in
the event of the resignation, incapacity or death of the Di-
rector, the Deputy Director shall assume his duties until the
next meeting of the Council. t

c_ Eliminate the words 'of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau t (or
,of the Bureau') after the title tDirector, in Articles h-B,
8-B, 8-C_ 9-D, IO-B, IO-C, 12-A_ 12-C, l_-A, 18-C, 20, and 2h-A.
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d. Revise the first sentence of Article 18-B to read: ,There

shall be a Deputy Director and an Assistant Director appointed
_ by the Directorwith the approvalof the ExecutiveCommittee.,

e. Add the followingsentence at the beginning of Article 17:
• 'The Pan Amerioau Sanitary Bureau is the General Secretariat

of the Pan American Health Organization. l"

In conformity with the above, Resolutions XIII and XIV are trans-
mitted to the Conference.

Annex: Document CE34/7.
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A. Use oi the Term "Health" instead of "Sanitary" in the Name of the
Organization

The term "sanitary" in the history of the Pan American Sanitary
Organization dates from the period 1902, when the principal functions
of international health related to international sanitary regulations.
Today, the Organization's objective covers the broad concept of health
as stated in Article 1 of the Constitution: "to promote and coordinate
efforts of the countries of the Western Hemisphere to combat disease,
lengthen life, and promote the physical and _uental health of the people."

Because of its restricted meaning in present-day usage, the word
"sanitary" does not describe full_ or accurately these basic purposes,
and the experience of recent years has sho_m that its continued use in
the name of Pan American Sanitary Organization represents an obstacle
to disseminating information to the public on the work of the Organization.
In _any instances, the nature and activities of Pan American Sanitary
Organization are misunderstood or incorrectly identified because of
confusion deriving from its designation as a "sanitary" organization.

To avoid this confusion, and to promote a better understanding
of the Organizationls work, the Executive Committee may wish to consider
the advisability of recommending that the word "health" be substituted
for 'Lsanitary"in the name of the Pan American Sanitary Organization.

_* This change in no _ay affects the historic name of the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau as set forth in the Pan American Sanitary Code of 192_
a treaty ratified by all the A]nerican republics. Adopting the teluu
"health" for the Organization while retaining "sanitary" for the Bureau
would, in fact, avoid the confusion that now arises from the very
similarity of the names Pan American Sanitary Organization and Pan
American Sanitary Bureau.
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After considering the foregoing_ the Executive Committee may wish
to present to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference a recommendation
alongthefollowinglines: _

Proposed Resolution
%

The Executive Committee,

Bearing in mind that the term "sanitary" in the name of the Pan
American Sanitary Organization does not describe fully or accurately
the character of the Organization or its functions in the broad field
of health s as established in Article 1 of the Constitution$

Considering that the substitution of the word "health" for
"sanitary" in the name of the Organization, in the four official
languages (in English, Pan American Health Organization; in French,
Organisation _anam_ricaine de la Sa'nte; I_--_Portuguese, Organiza_9
"Pan-Americana da Sa_de; a'nd l-_'n'-Spanls-'_,Organizaci6n Panamericana de

ka Salud),wo_ correct this situation and_ by promoting a better
_der-_nding of the Organizationls activities, would gain greater
support on the part of the general publics and

Considering the provisions of Article 2_ of the Constitution,

RE SOLVES:

To recommend to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference that it
consider the following amendment to the Constitution of the Organization:

Replace the name "Pan American Sanitary Organization" by
"Pan American Health Organization" in Articles l, 2-A, 3,
19-°B, and 21-A.

(The present and proposed texts of the articles in question appear in
Annex I)
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B. Titles of Senior Officers of the Organization

The Constitutionof the Organizationprovides for both a Director
and a Secretary General of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. This is
confusing since in other international organizations such as the Organi-

"_ zation of American States and the United Nations,the Secretary General
exercises functions equivalent to those of the Director in the Bureau,
both as chief administrative officer and as legal representative of the
respective organization.

To avoid the.confusion that arises from using both titles and to
facilibate I%ublic 'and professional unders_and.ing of the status and
functions of the senior officers of the 0rganizatien,.the Executive
CGm_Litteemay wish to consider presenting to ÷he.XV Pan American Sanita_?
Conference possible changes in _he t_tles..The following alternatives
are _ossible_

I. That the title Secretary General be used to designate the chief
technical and administrative officer of the Organization and the legal
representative thereof_ in which case the officers designated under the
Constitution as Assistant Director and Secretary General would have the
titles of Deputy Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General,
respectively, or;

2. That the title Secretary General be eliminated, in which case
the title Director would be used to designate the chief technical and
administrative officer of the Organization and the legal representative
thereof, and the officers designated under the Constitution as Assistant
Director and Secretary General would have the titles of Deputy Director
and Assistant Director, respectively.

The Executive Committee may wish to consider a resolution along
the following lines:

" ProposedResolution

The Executive Committee,

Bearing in mind that, in the Organization of American States and in
the United Nations, the title of Secretary General is used to designate
the officer who, as chief administrative officer and legal representative
of the respective organization, exercises functions equivalent to those
exercised by the Director in the Pan American Sanitary Bureauj
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Considering that the present titles of the senior officers of the
Pan American Sanitary Bureau are ambiguous and do not reflect accurately
the functionsand activitiesof thoseofficers; _

Considering the advisability of adopting generally-accepted titles
that will be self-descriptive insofar as the responsibilities of the _
particular post are concerned; and

Considering the provisions of Article 25 of the Constitution,

RESOLVES:

To recommend to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference that it
consider the following amendments to the Constitution of the Organization:

(Allernative I)

a. Revise the text of Article 4-E to read_ "The Conferencc shall
elect the Secretary General of the Pan American Health Organi_
zation by a two-thirds vote of the countries represented and
with the right to vote. The Secretary General shall be the
chief technical and administrative officer of the Organization
and the legal representative thereof. In case of resignation,
incapacity, or death of the Secrctary General between meetings
of the Conference, the Directing Council shall elect a Secretary
Gencral who shall act ad interim."

o. Revise the text of Article 18-A to read: "The Pan American
Sanitary Bureau shall be directed by the Secretary General
designated in accordance with the provisions of Article 4,
paragraph E. In the event of the resignation, incapacity,
or death of the Secretary General, the Deputy Secretary
General shall assume his duties untilthe next meeting of
the Council."

c. Replace the title "Director of the Pan American Sanitary
Bureau" (or "Director") by "Secretary General," in Articles
L-B, 7-A, 7-C, 7-D, 8-B, 8-C, 9-D, lO-B, lO-C, 12-A, 12-C
14-A,18-C, 19-B, 20, 22, and 24-A.

d. Revise the text of the first two sentences of Article 18-B

to read: "There shall be a Deputy Secretary General and an
Assistant Secretary General appointed by the Secretary
General with the approval of the Executive Committee. The
Secretary General shall also appoint all personnel of the
Pan American Sanitary Bureau."
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e. Add the following sentence at the beginning of Article 17:

"The Pan American Sanitary Bureau is the General Secretariat

of the Pan American Health Organization."

(Alternative2)

a. Revise the text of Article _-E to read: "The Conference shall
elect the Director of the Pan American Health Organization by
a two-thirds vote of the countries represented and with the
right to vote. The Director shall be the chief technical and
administrative officer of the Organization and the legal
representative thereof. In case o? resignation_ incapacity_

or death of the Director between meetings of the Conference_

the Directing Council shall elect a Director who shall act ad
interim."

b. Revise the text of Article 18-A to read: "The Fan American

Sanitary Bt_eau shall be headed by the Director designated

in accordance with the provisions of Article h_ paragraph E.

In the event of the resignationj incapacity, or death of the

Directorj the Deputy Director shall assume his duties until
the next meeting of the Council."

c. Eliminate the words "of the fan American Sanitary Bureau"
(or "of the Bureau") after the title "Director" in Articles

_-B_ 8-B, 8-Cj 9-D, IO-B, IO-C, 12-A_ 12-C, lh-A_ 18-C_ 20_
and 2h-A.

d. Revise the first s_ntence of Article 18-B to read: "There

shall be a Deputy Director and an Assistant Director
appointed by the Director with the approval of the Yxecutive
Committee."

_ e. Add the following sentence at the beginning of Article 17_
"The Pan American Sanitary Bureau is the General Secretariat

of the Pan American Health Organization."

(The present and proposed texts of the articles in question appear in
Ailnex II.)
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Annex Related to Use of the term "Health"

instead of "Sanitary" ,in the,,,name,of
the Organization

PresentText ProposedText

Articlel: Articlel:

The fundamental ourposes of the Pan _]e fundamental purposes of the
American __anits$_Organization Pan American Health Organization
shall be to promote and coordinate shall be to promote and coordinate
efforts of ±he countries of the efforts of the countries of the

_estern Hemisphere to combat diseas% Western Hemisphere to combat disease_
lengthen life_ and promote the lengthen life_ and promote the
physical and mental healothof the physical and mental health of the
people° people.

Article2-A: Article2-A:

The Pan American /Sanitary70rgani- The Pan American Health Organization
zation is at present composed of the is at present compos--_of the
twenty-one American republics. All twenty-one American republics° All
self-_overning nations of the Western self-governing nations of the Western
Hemisphere are entitled to member- Hemisphere are entitled to member-
ship in the Pan American _anitary-/ ship in the Pan American Health
Organization. Organization,

A1ticle 3: Article 3:

2he Pan American _Sanitar_/ Organi- _e Pan _n_,ericanHealth Organizatio_
zation shall comprise: shall comprise:

1. The Pan _lerican Sanitary Con- 1. The Pan American Sanitary Con-
ference (hereinafter called the ference (hereinafter called the
Conference)_ Cor_ference)

2. The Directing Council (herein- 2. _e Directing Council (herein-
after called the Council); after called the Council)_
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PresentText Proposedtext

3. The Executive Committee of the 3. The Executive Committee of the
Directing Council (hereinafter Directing Council (hereinafter
called the Executive Committee); and called the Executive Committee); and

_. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau. 2. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau.

Article19-B. Article19-B:

(At the end of the first sentences_ replace the name "Pan American Sanitary
Organization" by "Pan American Health Organization.")

Article21-A: Article21-A:

The Pan American /Sanitary/ Organi- The Pan American Health Or 3anizatio_
zation shall be f_nanced by shall be financed by contributions
contributions from Member Governments. from Member Governments.
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Topic 25. NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION AND TITLES OF ITS SENIOR OFFICERS

ADDENDUM

Communication from the Secretary General of the Organization
of American States transmitting the "Report of the Committee
on Inter-American Organizations on Changes Proposed in the
Constitution of the Pan American Sanitary Organization."
(Doc. C-i-376, Rev.2)



ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Pan American Union
General Secretariat

Washington 6, D.C., U.S.A.

3 September 1958

My dear Dr. Soper:

I have the honor to transmit to you the report of the Committee
on Inter-American Organizations regarding the changes proposed in the
Constitution of the Pan American Sanitary Orgenization, together with
the resolution on this matter approved today by the Council of the
Organization.

With expression of my most distinguished consideration.

(signed)
Josg A. Mora

Secretary General
Doctor Fred L. Soper
Director,
Pan American Sanitary Bureau
Washington, D.C.



COUNCIL OF THE ORGA._[[ZATION OF A$1ERICAN STATES

Pan American Union - Washington, D. C.

Council Series

C-i-376 (English) Rev. 2
3 September 1958
Originals" Spanish

REPORT ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE PAN _ERICAN SANITARY ORGANIZATION

SUBF_TTED BY THE

COmmiTTEE ON INTER-_M_RICAN ORGANIZATIONS

(The resolution approved by the Council at the Meeting of September
3, 1958, is included)

S_0mitted to the
Council of the Organization of American States

at the meeting of

B September3_1958
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REPORT ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PAN AMERICAN

SANITARY ORGANIZATION, SUBMITTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON
INTER-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS

At the meeting of June 30, 1958, the Council of the Organization
requested the Committee on Inter-American Organizations to study the
changes in the Constitution of the Pan American Sanitary Organization
that the 3_th Meeting of the Executive Committee of that Organization
had agreed to submit to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference, to be
held in San Juan, Puerto Rico, September 21-October 6 of this year.

The Committee has studied the proposed changes, taking into
account Article XIX of the Agreement Between the Council of the
Organization of American States and the Directing Council of the Pan
American Sanitary Organization, and Articles 97 and 53.b of the
Charter of the Organization. These articles read as follows:

Article XIX of the Agreement

Whenever a project contemplating substantial changes in
the suructure or financial basis of the Pan American Sanitary
Organization is to be submitted to the competent organ of that
Organization, it will first be submitted in due time to the
Council of the Organization of American States.

Article 97 of the Charter

The Specialized Organizations shall enjoy the fullest
technical autonomy and shaRE take into account the recommendations
of the Council, in conformity with _he provisions of the present
Charter.

Article 53.b

(It is also the duty of the Council:)

(b) To draft recommendations to the Governments, the Inter-
American Conference, the Specialized Conferences or the
Specialized Organizations, for the coordination of the activities
and programs of such organizations, after consultation with them.
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The 3_th Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Pan American
Sanitary Organization recommended to the XV Pan American Sanitary
Conference that it study certain amendments to the Constitution of
the Organization designed to change the name "Pan American Sanitary
Organization" to "Pan American Health Organization" (Resolution XIII),
and to change the titles of the high officials of the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau so that they will conform _ith those in general
use and of themselves provide some concept of the duties of the
positions to which they refer.

krhile the Committee on Inter-American Organizations has no
recommendations on the aforesaid changes to make to the Council, it
does believe this to be an opport_me time to suggest that when the
XV Pan American Sanitary Conference is studying Artiele &-E of the
Constitution of the Pan American Sanitary Organization it consider
the desirability of setting forth in the aforesaid article the length
of the term of office of the Director of the Organization.

In accordance with the foregoing considerations, the Committee
on Inter-American Organizations herewith submits the following draft
resolution to the Council: l/

THE COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AM_ICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN the report on proposed changes in the
Constitution of the Pan _erican Sanitary Organization, submitted
by the Committee on Inter-American Organizations.

RESOLVES:

I. To state that it has no recommendations to make on the
aforesaid changes.

2. To suggest to the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference
that, in considering Article _-E of the Constitution of the Pan
American Sanitary Organization, it specify the length of the term
of office of the Director of the Organization.

3. To request the Secretary General of the Organization of
American States to transmit this resolution to the Pan American
Sanitary Organization.

July 2, 1958.

AndrOs Fenochio
Representative of Mexico

AlbertoDKaz Alemany JorgeBarreiro
Representative of Chile Representative of Uruguay

ItaloZappa SimonN°Wilson
Representative of Brazil Representative of the U_ted States

_/ This Resolution was approved without modificatior_sby the Co_mcil at
the meeting held on September 3, 1958.


