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SEVENTH MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PAN AMERICAN SANITARY ORGANIZATION

Washington, De C. INDEXED
May 23=30, 1949

TOPIC XI. NATIONAL COMMITTEES ON VITAL AND
HFALTH STATISTICS

I. PREAMBLE

WHEREAS public health programs, on the national as well
as on the international level, cannot receive the proper ori-
entation without the aid of reliable statistics, and

WHEREAS there is still lack of coordination and even du-
plication of effortes in the statistical activities of some
countries, and

WHEREAS in general the problems of health statistics re-
main unsolved in the majority of the American Republics,

I1I. RECOMMENDATION

The Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau recom-
mends to the Executive Committee that it approve and support
the recommendation contained in Resolution No. 9 issued by the
representatives of 29 countries to the International Conference
for the Sixth Decennial Revision of the International Lists of
Diseases and Causes of Death, held in Paris in April, 1948, §
end later endorsed bty the I World Health Assembly, regarding
the establishment of National Committees on Vital and Health
Statistics. These Committees, composed of representatives of
the administrations entrusted with the collection and process-
ing of vital and health statisiiecs, will study the methodolo-
gical problems involved in the production of statistics in

the field of public health.
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Statietical Section
Pan Amorican Sanitary Burean
April 1949

CONFERENCE FOR THE SIXTH DECENNIAL REVISION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL LISTS OF DISEASES AND CAUSES OF

DRATH
(Held in Paris, France, Apr&l 19.8.)
RESOLUTION No. 9
REGARDING NATIONAL COMNITTEES ON VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS

Whereas the needs by Health Organizations for current, reliable and
comparable data;

Whereas the relatively primitive character of the National Statistics
Mechaniams for producing such data;

Whereas the intimate relationship between Vital Records, Vital Statistics,
Morbidity Statistics and Population Statistics; and

Whereas the advantages of developing a degree of international uniformity
in certain of thesge methods and procedures,

The Conference
RECOMMENDS

1. that all governments establ ish, either singly or Jjointly,
national committees on Vital and Health Statistics composed of repre-
sentatives of administrations entrusted with the compilation of such
statigtics;

2. that such national committees study broadly the problems of producing
satisfactory national and internationsl statistics in the field of Health;

3. that these national committos also study bhe problems of producing Health
Statistics which are related to the family structure and to the Social-
Economic, and occupational background of the individual;

4. that these national committees in tropical regions pay particular
attention to the statistics needad for tropical diseases;

5. that these national committees in countries facing the problems of
population pressure and malnutrition pay particular attention to the statis~
tics needed for these problems;

6. that all national committees co-operate with schools of Medicine end
Public Health so as to coms to grips with the problems of Statistical Educa~
tion and Training in the field of Vital and Health Statistice;

7. that in view of the interest signified by delegates from various
countries at the Conference: .



a) the competent authorities of Belgium, Frange, Switgerland study the ques=—
tion of completeness and accuracy of Medical Certification of Causes of Death
in relation to the confidential character of the certifiocate;

b) the competent authorities of Gapada, and the United States of Americs
prepere an adaptation of the International Statistical Classification of
Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death, to the needs of Armed Services;

¢) the Canadian a0d United ftates National Committeés individually or jointly
pay particular attention to the methods by which Health Statistice might be
interlinked with other types of related statistics and in such a manner that
they will be based on a knowledge of the characteristics and distridution of

the populationyp

d) the Vital Statistice Administration of Switserland.
study methods of presentation of Statistics of
hultiple Causes of Death;

e) the competent authorities of Depmark, I >
Dnited Kingdom pay particular attont.ion to the problen ot Oancer Regieterl
and Statistics;

f) the competent authorities of the

of Aperiga pay particular attention to the methods fer ebtaining r el iable
statlstics on the frequency and ceuses gffoetal death (elassification of per—
iods of gestation under 28 weeks, clasaiﬁoation of multiple causes, methods of
certification);

g) the competent authorities of Zxance and Indis pey particular attention
to the PTOVLMMS of Morbidity and liortality from tropical diseases;

h) the competent euthoritiesof Ecuador, Indis. Italv and Venesyels study
the problems involved in the Statistics of Malarie morbidity;

8, that these national committees shall report their findings and recom-
mendations, from time to time, to an Bxpert Commlttee of the World Health
Organization for international consideration, clearance of national viewe
points and co-ordination with the interested statistiocal services of other
inter-goveramental organizations,
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