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SEVENTH MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PAN AMERICAN SANITARY ORGANIZATION

Washington,D.C. INDEXED
May 23-30, 1949

TOPIC XI. NATIONAL COMMITTEES ON VITAL AND
HEALTH STATISTICS

I. PREAMBLE

VvItEREASpublic health programs, on the national as well

as on the international level, cannot receive the proper ori-

entation without the aid of reliable statistics, and

WHEREAS there is still lack of coordination and even du-

plication of efforts in the statistical activities of some

countries, and

WHEREAS in general the problems of health statistics re-

main unsolved in the majority of the American Republics,

II. RECOMMENDATION

The Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau recom-

mends to the Executive Committee that it approve and support

the recommendation contained in Resolution No. 9 issued by the

representatives of 29 countries to the International Cord_erence

for the Sixth Decennial Revision of the International Lists of

Diseases and Causes of Death, held in Paris in April, 1948, i_;

and later endorsed by the I World Health Assembly, regarding

the establishment of National Committees on Vital and Health

Statistics. These Committees, composed of representatives of

the administrations entrusted with the collection and process-

ing of vital and health statistics, will study the methodolo-

gical problems involved in the production of statistics in

the field of public health.

Fred L. Soper
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OC_ :FOR TI_ _ZX_THl_lXOElgYZ_ REVISION OF THE
_IONAL LIbTS OF DISEASES A_D CAU_ES QF

D_TH

(Held in Paris, France, April 1%8.)
E_UTXON No. 9

REGARDINGNATIONAL O(H$_ITTEF_ ON VITAL AND HEALTH $TATI3TIO3

Whereas the needs by Health Organizations for current, reliable sum_
comparable dst a;

Whereas the relatively primitive character of the National Statistics
Mechanisms for producing such data;

Whereas the intimate relationship between Vital Records, Vital Stati8_ios,
_lorbidity Statistics and Population Statistics; an_

Whereas the aclvantages of developing a degree of international uniformity
in certain of these methods an_ procedures,

The Conference
R_OO_S

1. that all governments establish, either singly or Jointly,
national committees on Vital and Health Statistics composed of repre-
sentatives of administrations entrusted with the compilation of sttc_
8tatistlos;

2. that such national committees stud_ broadly the problems of producing
satisfactory national and international st_tistics in the field of Health_

3. that these national commi$ooe also study the problems of producing Health
Statistics which are related to the family structure and to the Social-
loonomic, and occupational bachgroun_ of the individual;

4. that these national committees in tropical regions pay particular
attention to the statistics needed for tropical diseases;

5. that these national committees in countries facing the problems of

pepulation pressure and malnutrition pay particular attention to the statis-
tics neede_ for these problems;

6. that all national co_ittees os-operate with schools of }ledicine and
Public Health so as to come to grips with the problems of Statistical _duc&-
tion and Training in the field of Vital and Health Statistices

7, that in view of the interest signifie_ by delegates from varicaxs
countries at the Conference_



a) tho competent mxthorities of ]alfiuu. F_onna. bi_!tr_ etud_ th8 queo--
tion of completenOtl and accura_ of MedAoa_ Oertifiaation of Causes of Do_th
in relation to the confidential character of the _ertifioate;

b) the competent authorities of _&l_, and tho United States of Amoriaa
prepare an adaptation of the International Statistical Olaisifl°ation of
Diseases. In_urie,. and Onuses of Death. to the meets of Armei Services;

o) the Can_an aa_ United Stat-- Nation&l O_ntttee, individ_a_ly or Jo_ntl_
pa_ particular attention to the methods by _d_ieh Health Statistics might be
interlinked with other typos of related statistics and in such a manner th&t
they w ill be baaed on a knowledge of the characteristics and distril_xtion of
the populationj

d) the Vital Statistics AdminAstratton of 8witserland. _ha United _r_,,_don .nd

the Unit ed State eof AmeriCa stud_ methods of prooent&tionof 3tatiatic s of
_AUltiple Onuses of Death;

e) the competent mxthorities of Denmark, ]France. l_o_Av , SwitzerlanqL and tho
United Einfdom pay particular attention to the problem af Oancer Registers
anal 3tatistio8;

f) the competent mAthorities of the United Elnfdom and of tho Unite_L States
of America: pa_ particular attention ts the ietho&J rjr Obt_i_g r e1 iable
statistics on the frequency and ca,toes _foetal death (oXamsification of per-
lode of gestation under 28 weeks, oXaso_fioation of multiple creases, methoAs of
oert ifioat ion);

g) the competent authorities of France &nd India pay particuAar attention
to the _rc_b_e_f of _lorbidity and Mortality from tropical diseases;

h) the competent smthoritiesof _cu_r, _n_ia. l tal_ and Venezuela study
the problems involved in the Statistics of Malaria morbidity;

8. that these national commAtteee shall report their findings md recom-
mendations, from time to t i_o, to an _pert Oommittee of the World Health
Organization for international consideration, clearance of national view-
points and co-ordAn_tion vit_ the XntereotecL etatietioeX services of other
inter-governmental organizations,
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