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RULES FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

In Resolution XXXIII the XVII Directing Council invited the Executive
Committee to review the "Rules for Technical Discussions at MeetinEs of the

Pan American Sanitary Conference and of the Directing Council" and to submit
its suggestions for the XVIII Meeting of the Directing Council.

To facilitate the task entrusted to the Executive Committee, the text

of the Rules in force appear, in the document annexed, in the left-hand column

and the suggested changes in the right-hand column.

The present Rules were adopted in 1958; since then, doubts have been

expressed from time to time on two questions: l) the number of subjects to

be discussed, and 2) the procedure for selecting the subject to be discussed°
These two points are covered by the suggested changes that appear in the
attached document.

This document has been prepared solely for the purpose of facilitating
discussion of the item by the Executive Committee, which is completely free
to revise the Rules for Technical Discussions in whatever way it thinks fit.

The Rules, as revised and approved by the Executive Committee, will be

submitted to the XVIII Meeting of the Directing Council for consideration°

Annex
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RULES FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS
AT MEETINGS OF THE PAN AMERICAN
SANITARY CONFERENCE A/NDOF THE RULES FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

DIRECTING COUNCIL

Article lo- The Pan American *Rule 1.- The Pan American Sani-
Sanitary Conference (hereinafter tary Conference (hereinafter re-
referred to as the Conference) ferred to as the Conference) and

and the Directing Council of the the Directing Council of the Pan
Pan American Health Organization American Health Organization
(hereinafter referred to as the (hereinafter referred to as the
Council) shall meet in special Council) shall meet in special
session to hold Technical Dis- session to hold Technical Dis-
cussions to deal with matters of cussions to deal with matters of
regional interest related to the regional interest related to the
activities of the Pan American activities of the Pan American

Health Organization and of the Nealth Organization and of the
national public health adminis- national public health adminis-
trations, the study of which may trations, the study of which may
produce immediate and practical produce immediate and practical
resultso resultso

Article 2°- The Technical Dis- *Rule 2o- The Technical Discussions
cussions shall form part of the shall form part of the business of
business of the Conference and of the Conference and of the Council°
the Council°

Article _o- Participation in the *Rule 3.- Participation in the
Technical Discussions shall be Technical Discussions shall be

open to delegates, alternates, or open to delegates, alternates, or
advisers of the delegations ac- advisers of the delegations ac-
credited to the Conference or the credited to the Conference or the

Council meeting at which the Dis- Council meeting at which the Dis-
cussionsareheld. cussionsareheldo

No change
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SANITARY CONFERENCE AND OF THE RULES FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS
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Article 4°- Representatives of *Rule 4.- Representatives of inter-
international organizations, in- national organizations, intergov-

tergovernmental or nongovernmental, ernmental or nongovernmental,that
that maintain official relations maintain official relations with

with the World Health Organization the World Health Organization or
or with the Pan American Health with the Pan American Health 0rgani-

Organization, may participate in zation, may participate in the Tech-
the Technical Discussions. nical Discussions°

Article 5°- In the Technical Dis- *Rule _o- In the Technical Dis-

cussions, opinions are expressed cussions, opinions are expressed

in a personal capacity, in a personal capacity°

Article 6.- The documents per- *Rule 6°- The documents pertaining

taining to the Technical Dis- to the Technical Discussions shall
cussions shall be issued by the be issued by the Pan American Sani-

Pan American Sanitary Bureau sep- tary Bureau separately from the
arately from the documents of the documents of the Conference or the
Conference or the Council° Council°

Article 7°- The Conference or the Rule 7.- The Technical Discussions
Council, as the case may be_ shall shall deal with only one subject,

each year select the topic or topics which shall be selegted each year

for the Technical Discussions to be at the meeting of the Conference

held during the ensuing meeting of or the Directing Council precedirg

either of these two governing bodies° that at which the Technical Dis-
The Member Governments and the Direc- cussions are to be heldo The

tor of the Bureau may propose topics Governments and the Director of

prior to those meetings or in the the Pan American Sanitary Bureau

course of them° The Conference or shall be entitled to suggest sub-

the Council may delegate the selec- jects either prior to those meet-

tion of topics to the Executive ings or in the course of them° The
Committee. Bureau shall inform the Governments

of the Organization of the subjects

proposed° Both the Conference and
the Council shall be entitled to

delegate the selection of subjects
to the Executive Committee°

No change
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AT MEETINGS OF THE PAN AMERICAN
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DIRECTING COUNCIL

Rule 8.- The subjects proposed
shall be submitted to a working
group appointed by the President
of the Conference or the Council,
as the case may be, which shall
be responsible for hearing the
proponents and preparing a list
of not more than three subjects
for submission to the appropriate
plenary session°

Ru2e 9.- The Conference or the
Council, as the case may be, shall
select as the subject for the
Technical Discussions that which
receives the affirmative vote of
a simple majority of the Govern-
ments present and voting in plenary
session. Voting shall be by ballot.
If none of the subjects receives
the required majority, a second
vote shall be taken on the two sub-

jects that obtain the highest num-
ber of votes, except that if two
of the subjects obtain the same
number of votes, and that number
is smaller than that obtained by
the third subject. In that event,
another vote shall be taken. If,
on the second vote, none of the
subjects obtains the required ma-
jority, a further vote shall be
taken and the subject that obtains
the highest number of votes shall
be selected.
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In computing votes, only ballots

which specify one of the three
subjects proposed shall be taken
into consideration. Ballots

which specify other subjects, or

two or three of the subjects pro-

posed, shall be null and void.

Article 8°- The Director of the Rule lO°- The Director of the

Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall, Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall,

at the earliest possible date, in- at the earliest possible date_ in-
form the Member Governments_ terri- form the Governments, territories,

tories_ and organizations entitled and organizations entitled to be

to representation, of the topic or represented of the subject selected
topics selected for the Technical for the Technical Discussions°
Discussions.

Article 9°- The Director of the Rule llo- The Director of the Pan

Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall American Sanitary Bureau shall des-

designate the necessary experts to ignate the necessary expert or ex-

present an introductory statement perts to prepare the introductory
on each topic selected for the statement(s) on the subject selected
Technical Discussions° for the Technical Discussions°

Article lO.- The Pan American Rule 12o- The Pan American Sanitary

Sanitary Bureau shall place at the Bureau shall place at the disposal

disposal of the designated experts of the designated expert or experts

such background material as may such background material as may be

be considered useful for the pre- considered useful for the prepara-

paration of their respective intro- tion of the introductory statement(s)°
ductory statements.

Article llo- A copy of the intro- Rule 13o- The Director of the Pan

ductory statement prepared by each American Sanitary Bureau shall, at

expert shall be transmitted by the the earliest possible date, send
Director of the Pan American the Governments, territories, _ud
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Sanitary Bureau, as far in advance organizations entitled to be re-
as possible, to the Member Govern- presented a copy of the introduc-
ments, territories, and organiza- tory statement(s)°
tions entitled to a representation°

Articlel2.- The Pan American Rule 14.- The Pan American Sani-
Sanitary Bureau shall not be held tary Bureau shall not be held res-
responsible for the opinions and ponsible for the opinions and ideas
ideas expressed in the introductory expressed in the introductory
statements, statement(s).

Article l3.- The Conference or the Rule l_- The Conference of the
Council, on examining the program Council, on examining the program
of sessions, shall schedule the of sessions, shall schedule the
date on which the Technical Dis- date on which the Technical Dis-
cussions are to be held. Prefer- cussions are to be heldo Prefer-

ably, the date should fall approxi- ably_ the date should fall approxi-
mately midway in the course of the matelymidway in the course of the
Conference or the Council meeting. Conference or the Council meeting°

Article 14.- The Technical Dis- Rule 16.- The Technical Discussions

cussions will be held in special will be held in special session, and
session, and while they are being while they are being held no other
held no other activity of the Con- activity of the Conference or the
ference or the Council shall take Council shall take place°

place°

Article l_o- A moderator and a Rule l_o- The Conference or the
rapporteur shall be elected for Council shall elect the moderator
each topic. The moderator shall and the rapporteur for the Tech-
preside and shall organize the nical Discussions which are to be
work of the Technical Discussions held during the meeting° The mod-
in such a manner as to facilitate erator shall preside over and or-

the active discussion of the topics, ganize the Technical Discussions
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in such a way as to facilitate

the discussion of the subject of
the Technical Discussions° If

working groups are organized, each
one shall appoint a moderator and

a rapporteuro

Article 16o- The Director of the Rule 18o- The Director-General of

Pan American Sanitary Bureau shall the Pan American Sanitary Bureau

appoint a technical secretary to shall appoint a technical secre-

assist the rapporteur and the mod- tary to assist the moderator and

erator of each topic, the rapporteuro He shall also be
entitled to appoint technical

secretaries to assist the rappor-

teurs of the working groups.

Article 17.- The Technical Dis- Rule 19o- The Technical Discussions

cussions shall open with a state- shall open with a statement by the

ment by the designated expert or designated expert or e_perts, who

experts, who will give a brief will give a brief su_ary of the in-

summary of the introductory paper troductory paper prepared for the
prepared for the Discussions° Discussions.

Article 18o- The Conference or _le 20°- The Conference or the

the Council may establish working Council may establish working par-
parties to examine the Technical ties to examine the Technical Dis-

Discussion topics_ Each working cussion topics° Each working party

party shall elect a moderator and shall elect a moderator and a rap-

a rapporteur_ who will be assisted porteur_ who will be assisted by

by the technical secretary appoin- the technical secretary appointed
ted by the Director of the Pan by the Director of the Pan American

American Sanitary Bureau. Sanitary Bureau°
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Article l_o- No minutes of the Rule 21.- No minutes of the
sessions shall be kept° The rap- sessions shall be kept. The rap-
porteur shall prepare a report porteur shall prepare a report
summarizing the opinions expressed summarizing the opinions expressed
in the course of the Technical in the course of the Technical

Discussions and stating the con- Discussions and stating the con-
clusions reached, if any. clusions reached, if any°

Article 20.- The moderator shall Rule 2_o- The moderator shall
transmit the Report of the Tech- transmit the Report of the Tech-
nical Discussions to the Conference nical Discussions to the Conference
or the Council, for presentation or the Council, for presentation
in plenarysession, in plenarysession.

Article 21.- The Conference or Rule 23_- The Conference or the
the Council may adopt decisions on Council may adopt decisions on
the topic of the Technical Dis- the topic of the Technical Dis-
cussions, following the same pro- cussions, following the same pro-
cedures as those applied for the cedures as those applied for the
other decisions of the meeting, other decisions of the meeting.

Article 22.- The Director of the Rule 24.- The Director of the

Bureau shall give the widest pos- Bureau shall give the widest pos-
sible distribution to the reports sible distribution to the reports
and other documents, through the and other documents,through the
Bolet_n and other special publi- Bolet_n and other special publi-
cationsof PASB. cationsof PASB.


