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On 1 April 1960 the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Basic Documents
addressed the following communication to the Chairman of the Executive
Comittee:

I April 1960

Dear N_. Chairman:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a progress report

on the work of the Subcommittee on the Basic Documents of the

Pan American Health Organization, orepared by its Rapporteur

and approved unanimously by the Subcommittee st its 14th Meeting

on I April 1960.

Respectfully submitted,

(Si_ned)
-' Ninfa santo s

Chairman of the
Subcommittee on
Basic Documents

The Chairman of the
Executive Committee

Pan American Health Organization

Washington, D.C.



ANNEX I
t

PROGRESS REPORT OF THE SUB_TTEE ON BASIC _OC_F_T8 OF
THE PA_ A_ERICA_ HEALTHORGA_IZAT_

At the XV Pan American $_itar2 Conference,a discusalonarose
over the proper interpretation of Article hE of the Comtit_tton and
Article 53 of the Rules of Procedare. The Conference appointed a
Committee to study the problem and this Ccm_ttee recommended that a
study be made of the texts of the Constitution and Rnles of Procedare.
Accordingly, the Conference adopted Resolution XXXIV which readl as
follows s

rr_._1F]_]_TT OF THE TEXTS OF THE BASIC ]X)CUK_T$ OF
PA_ AHERICAm SANITARY ORQA_IZATI_

WI'he X¥ Pan American Sanitary Conference,

Bearing in mind the suggestion contained in paragraph
4 ef the repo_t of the special committee appointed by the
Conference to consider Article 53 of the Rules of Procedure
(Do--mt CSP15/47), to the effect that the Executive
ComLittee make a study, with legal advice, of the texts of
the Constitution and the Rules of Procedure of the Conference,
for the purpose of achieving greater clarity of ezprceai_n
and adequate equivalence of seaming between the English and
the Spanish texts; and

Considering that the discussions at this Conference
have brought to light the need for those texts to be more
adequate for their own objectives,

RESOLVESl

1. To instruct the Executive Committee to _derteke_
with legal advicej a thorough study of the Constitution of
the Organization and the Rules of Procedare of the XV
Conference, in order that it may prepare suggestionl (a) to
improve their clarity and the equivalence of roaming betweea
the English and the Spanish texts of these basic docuBents,
and (b) to the end that the said texts ma_ be more adequate
for their own objectives,

2e To suggest to the Executive Committee that it
consider the advisability of naming a subcommittee to make
the said study.
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3o To instruct the Executive Committee to request the
opinion of the governments with reepeot to its suggestions,
and thereafter to submit its recommendat_ows to a future
meeting of the Directing Council for appropriate action."

In oompliance with the above Resolution_ the Executive Comittee,
in its 36th Neeting, adopted the following resolution (Resolution I)s

·The Executive Committee,

BeaTing in mind the provisions of Resolution X]O_[V of the
XV Pan American Sanitary Conference,

RESOLVESt

le To designate the Representatives of Brazil, Nexico,
and the United States as members of a subcommittee to stud7
the Constitution and the Rules of Procedure cf the XV

Conferenee, in order to draft proposalas (a) to improve the
clarity and the equivalence of meaning between the English
ami the Spanish texts of these basic docuaentsl and (b) to
the end that these textJ will be more adequate for their own
objectives.

2e To instruct the Director to request legal counsel
from the Organisation of _erican States, and from other
instit_ti_8 he deem suitables for the preparation of a
prelininary text beth of the Constitution and of the Rules
of Proeedure_ in the drafting of which the docuuents, minutes,
and resoluttens of the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference on
this matter shall be kept in mind.

3e To reoomead that the aforesaid subcommittee meet

prior to the 3?th Nesting of the Executive Oomnittee, so aa
to be apprised of the preliminary text referred to in
paragraph 2 of the present resolution%

organ,,satton Wornof the Subcomitte?

The Subco_ttee began its work in April 1959 with the following
persons serving as representatives of the Govermuents indicatedt

Bruil Mr. Italo Z_ppa

Mexico Dr. Jesus Flores Aguirre

United States Nro Lawrence Wyatt, Representative
Hr. Simon Wilson, Adviser
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At the first meeting of the Subcommitte, Dr. Flores Aguirre of Mexico
was elected Chairman and Mr. Wyatt of the United States was elected
Rapporteur.

In February 1960, Mre 0vidio de Andrade Melo was named by the
Government of Brazil to serve as its Representative in lieu of Mr. Zappa
who had been transferred out of the city. In March, Mrs. Ninfa Santoa
was designated by the Mexican Government as the successor of Dr. Flores
Aguirre who had also been transferred.

From April 1959 through March 1960, the Subcommittee has held 14
meetings and is now meeting almost daily. It is examining in detail the
texts of each article of the Constitution, the Rules of Procedure of the
Conference, the Directing Council and the Executive Committee. In
addition these are studied in relation to the pertinent provisions of the
Pan American Sanitary Code, the WHO Basic Documnta, the OAS Charter and
rules of procedure, etce with a view toward improving their clarity, their
internal consistency_ and the equivalence of meaning between the English
and Spanish texts.

The Subcommittee hopes to be able to complete a preliminary revised
text at an early date. Arrangements will also be made to translate the
basic documents into French and Portuguese in compliance with Resolution
XXIX of the XI Meeting of the Directing Council.


