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The problem of coordinating inter-American and Pan
American medical congresses has been discussed at various
meetings of the Executive Committee and the Directing Council
of the Pan American Sanitary Organization. The XIIrPan Ameri-
can Sanitary Conference (Clud_d Trujillo) established policies
to govern the future action of the Executive Committee and the
Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau in regard to coord-
ination of inter-American and Pan American medical meetingsandcon-
gresses (Besolution X, paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7), in con-
formity with previous resolutions adopted by the Executive _1< :!
Committee and the Directing Council. _/ . _,_

Paragraph 3 of the a£oresaid Resolution X instructs the
Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau to cooperate fully
with the Council for the Coordination of International Congresses
of Medical Sciences, created in Brussels under the auspices of
UNESCO and the World Health 0rganlzation_ with reference to
meetings that are world-wide in scope. Since the World Health
Organization is represented on the afore-mentioned Council by
one of its principal officers_ the Pan American Ssnitary Bureau_
as Regional Office of the WH0_ maintains certain relations
with the Brussels Council, through the WHO. An example of the
collaboration given to an international congress is the techni-
cal assistance furnished by the Pan American Sanitary Bureau_
at the request of the WHO and using funds furnished by that
0rganization_ in the preparations for the Fourth International
Congress of Mental Health_ held in Mexico in December 1951.

_/ See anne x hereto for complete text of Resolution X Of the
XIII Pan American Sanitary Conference.
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Paragraph 4 of the aforesaid Resolution X instructs the
Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau "to use_ as f_r
as applicable, procedures established by that Council in the
coordination of regional medical congresses". In addition to
publishing a schedule of international congresses and giving
advice on the selection of dates and sites for such meetings,
the Council for the Coordination of International Congresses
of Medical Sciences, offers and furnishes to member organizations_
and occasionally to non-memberst services of a technical nature
(organization of the secretariat, interpreting, preparation of
documents, etc.) as well as financial aid in certain carefully
selected cases. A proposal to expand the activities of the
Co,_ucil for Coordination _ave rise to a decision of the _,_I0
Executive Board that_ for the present, there was no reason to
hange the policies governing its collaboration with the Council
Document EBg/R/l$/Rev.1, $ February 1952).

Paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of Resolution X, relating to the
functioning of the system of coordination, could be put into
practice only to a very small extent. 0nly on rare occasions
have the organizers of meetings and Congresses given advance
notice of their plans and programs. The Pan American Sanitary
Bureau_ on the other hand, has provided assistance to a certain
number of meetings and congresses. At the request of the Govern-
ments or of the official organizing committees_ the Bureau has
taken the responsibility of notifying other Governments of cer-
tain scientific congresses on medical and public health topics,
so as to enable these Governments, in turn, to transmit the in-
formation to interested persons and institutions. Although the
Bureau has in all cases endeavored to ascertain that the meetings
and congresses in question were of interest to the countries_
from the official and scientific vie_rpoint, in many cases the
information available on the scope and the program of such
meetings has been Incomplete.

ActiDn Taken by the Bur.eau

In addition to being represented at inter-kmerican and
Pan _merican medical meetings and congresses, the Bureau has
on several occasions given assistance in organizing such meetings_
in response to invitations received. In 19%1, members of the
Conference Section staff were sent to Panama and to Mexico to
help organize the secretariat of the meeting on aftosa _ever
and the International Congress of Mental Health. Members of
the Conference Section staff had the responsibility of or-
ganizing the secretariat of the annual meeting of the Council
of the Institute of Nutrition of Central i_merica and Panama_
held in San Salvador. However, except in the case of INCaP, the
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Bureau, for budgetary reasons, cannot continue _ to assist in the
organization of congresses 1 although it might be able to do so
in certain cases when the organizers are willing to assume the
travel and per diem costs_ as in the case of the aftosa conference
in Panama.

In effect, it has not been possible to establish, as
intended_ a systematic method for the Coordination of inter -_
_merican and Pan American medical meetings and congresses_ in
conformity with the resolutions adopted by the governing bodies
of the Organization, owing to the lack of suitable machinery.
For the purpose of serving the Member States in this matter, the
Director has the honor to submit the following proposed resolution
to the Executive Committee_

Pr oDos_ed Resolution

WHEREAS:

The establishment of coordination policies for official
or semi-official inter-American and Pan American medical con-
resses he s been considered on various occasions by the governing
odies of the Pan American Sanitary Organization and was the
subject of Resolution X of the XIII Pan _merlCan Sanitary Con-
ference;

Congresses of this nature are constantly increasing in
number, thereby increasing the need and the urgency to establish
such coordination effectively and on an over-all basis.

Systematic coordination would assist the medical con-
gresses in fulfilling the objective of fostering the progress
and publicinzing as widely as possible the achievements of
medical science, thereby justifying interest in these meetings
on the part of the Governments;

The XIII Pan American Sanitary Conference assigned specific
functions to the Executive Committee of the Pan American Sanitary
Organization and to the Director of the Pan americanSanitary
Bureau, with regard to coordination of the inter-american and
Pan American medical congresses; and

It is desirable to,establish a procedure that will
enable the Executive Committee of the Pan American Sanitary .
Organization and the Director of the Pan _merican Sanitary Bureau
to carry out effectively the assignment entrusted to them by
the XIII Pan American Sanitary Conference_
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THE EXECUTIVE CO_,IITTEE

RESOLVES _J

To adopt a work procedure that will enable it to carry
out those provisions of Resolution X of the XIII Pan American
Sanitary Conference, for which it is responsible, and to
this end:

a) To instruct the Director of the Pan American Sanitary
Bureau to communicate with the Member Governments to remind them
of the content of the said resolution and to request their
assistance in carrying out the provisions thereof;

b) To recommend to the Member Governments that, as
requested by the Director, they notify the Pan American Sanitary
Bureau of the plans and programs of organizing bodies or commit-
tees of medical meetings and congresses that request assistance
or are of an official character, so as to enable the Director
of the Bureau to make such suggestions as he deems pertinent_
on the date, site_ organization plans and agenda, in accordance
with the instructions he has received from the Executive Com-
mittee and the provisions of Resolution X of the XIII Pan
American Sanitary Conference;

c) To recommend to the Director likewise that_ once
it has been agreed to hold a congress that is of an official
nature or that has the support of one or more of the Member
Governments_ the Bureau use all means at its disposal to cooperate
for the success of the meeting_ andy upon request, to provide
technical assistance through its services, subject to budgetary
limitations.

d) To instruct the Bureau to transmit each month to the
Member Governments a schedule of inter-American andPan American

medical and health meetings and congresses_ together with all
the supplementary information that it is able to collect; and

e) To instruct the Director of the Bureau to submit
to each meeting of the Executive Committee a report on the pro-
gress made in the coordination of official or semi-official
inter-American and Pan American medical and health meetings
and congresses, and on the work achieved by the Bureau in this
regard.
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.,_. C_RDINATIO :iOF INT_.ANATIONAL HEALTH
PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

_HEREAS:

There e_ist various international b_dies carrying e_rt
lmp,rtant functions relating te the health of the Member C_rlas;

· :

The Economic and S_cial Caun_il ef the United Nat_
approved a resolution g_verning s_me cooperative programs and
their coordination;

The Executive Beard of the Wmrld Health Organizati_n ad_pted
resolutions on the development of relationships with non-g_vern-
mental organizations;

The General Assembly of the United Nations, at its Fourth
Meeting, and the Third W_rld Health Assembly have cansidered
the problem ef coordination of international agencies;

Important steps have been taken within the United Nati_rrs
and the Organization Qf American States systems,and by regional
offices of the World Health Organization, te bring about adequa.te
ceardination of activities; and

It is desirable t_ promote the International exchange._f
scientific information, and t_ cooperate toward the objective
of having scientific meetings px'operly organized, not excessive
in number and conveniently _rdinated,

THE XIII PAN AMERICAN SANITARY CONFERENCE RESOLVES:

1. To recommend to the Member Oeuntries and _o authorize
the Pan American Sanitary Bureau that, for the solution ef the
above-mentioned problems of coordination, they apply the
appropriate resolutions ad_pted by the W_rld Health Organiza-
tion, the Organization of American States and the United Nations.

2, Te suggest to Member C.untries the adeptl_n of the
necessary measures to facilitate the c-_rdination of interna-
tional health activities t within their respective gmvernmental
structures, and the creatien_ within their Health Administratiens_
of an office whose functions would be to keep informed, to study
and to advise en matters pertaining to international health
relations.

3. Te instruct the Director of the Pa_ American SanitarT'
Bureau to cooperate fully with _he Council f_r the Coordination.
of International Congresses of Medical Sciences, created in
Brussels under the auspices ef UNESCO and the World Health-Orga-
nization, with reference to meetings which are wer_de in
SCOpe.
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_. Te instruct the Director of the Pan American Sanitary
Bureau to use, as far as applicable, procedures established by_
that Ceuncil in the coordination of regional medical c_ngresses.

5. TO'_ee_end that the Organizing co._mitteesof'Pan
American medical meetings or congresses which request assistance
or have an effi.cial status,be invite_ to submit plans an_d_pro-
grams to the Executive Commit_e_ of t"nePan Ame'rican Sanitary
0rganization, before proceeding with arrangements.

6. TO'instruct the ExecUtive Cemmittee ·
j.. ,

'_

a) To study carefully the information furnished by the
organizing committee as to the purpose and program _f
a preposed meeting, giving due regard to the coordi-
natienof dates;and

b) Tp submit suggestions to governments on whether t_
discaurage or encourage the conference in question.

7. T_ instruct the Executive Cemmittee not to intervene in
arrangements for scientific programs whichshould remain a
responsibility of the organizing group, but that it may propose
modlficationa of the Agenda likely to enhance the significance
of thesemeetings to the Americas,"
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