21stMeseting
Washington, D.C.,9-10 December 1993

Provisional Agendaltem5 SPP21/4 (Eng.)

8 November 1993
ORIGINAL: SPANISH

MAINTENANCEOFHOSPITAL EQUIPMENT

Theinstalled hospital capacity in the Region of the Americasis approximately 2,311,000 beds, of which
1,000,000arelocatedin 14,000 hospital sin L atin Americaand the Caribbean.

Theconservationand maintenanceof thisimportant social resourceisacomplex responsibility that requires
decison-making onappropriatetechnical policiesand programs.

For several decades, the countries of the Region have referred to the need for granting due priority to the
mai ntenance of equipment and physical plantinorder to ensuretheir proper operationandfulfillment of thesocial
function of the heal th establishments. They haveal so requested PAHO'ssupport inassisting inthedevel opment
andstrengthening of their capacity to conserveand maintainthephysi cal infrastructureof theservices.

Theeconomiccrisisof the1980sreducedtheall ocationsbudgeted for heal th programs, and consequently the
allocationsearmarked for conservationand maintenanceprograms. Thefailureto maketheinvestmentsrequired
led to accelerated deterioration of the health establishments and their equipment. Thissituation also madeit
Impossibletodevel optheability to plan, sel ect, purchase, operate, and maintainthenew technol ogiesthat arebeing
incorporatedintotheheal thestablishments.

TheRegional Plan for Investment in the Environment and Health, prepared by PAHO, estimates that an
investment of US$64,480 millionwill beneededto expand, adapt, andrepair thephysical infrastructurerequiredfor
delivering health careof the peopl ebetween 1994 and 2004.

Aspart of thetransformation of thenational health systemsand the strengthening of thelocal health systems
that is presently taking place in the countriesin order to attain the target of health for all by the year 2000, the
physicd infrastructureof theheal th servicesanditsconservation and mai ntenanceplaysadecisiveroleinsustaining
theprovisionof health servicestothepopul ation.

Accordingly, thetopicof mai ntenanceof hospital equipmentisbeingsubmittedfor considerationby the21st
M eeting of the Subcommittee on Planning and Programming to urgethegovernmentsof thecountriesof theRegion
toexamineit asanurgent problemthat cannolonger beignoredinlight of itsrepercussionson equity and economy
inprovidinghedth servicestothepopulation.
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