
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION AND THE PAN AMERICAN 

SANITARY ORGANIZATION 

The Second World Health Assembly, acting in pursuance of Chapter 
XI of the Constitution of the World Health Organization, 
APPROVES the Agreement between the World Health Organization and 
the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization signed in Washington by the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization and the Director of 
the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization on May 24 1949; 
DECLARES that the said Agreement shall have effect from July 1 1949. 
(Tenth plenary meeting, June 30 1949 A2/VR/lO). 

WHEREAS 

Chapter XI of the Constitution of the World Health Organization 
provides that the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization represented by 
the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau and the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Con- 
ferences shall in due course be integrated with the World Health Or- 
ganization and that such integration shall be effected as soon as practica- 
ble through common action based on mutual consent of the competent 
authorities expressed through the organizations concerned; and 

WHEREAS 

the World Health Organization and the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Or- 
ganization have agreed that measures towards the implementation of 
such action by the conclusion of an agreement shall be taken when at 
least fourteen Ameritan countries shall have ratified the Constitution of 
the World Health Organization; and 

WHEREAS 

on the twenty-second of April, 1949, this condition was satisfied, 

IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 .-The States and territories of the Western Hemisphere make 
up the geographical area of a regional organization of the World Health 
Organization, as provided in Chapter XI of its Constitution. 

Article b.-The Pan Ameritan Sanitary Conference through the Di- 
recting Council of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization and the Pan 
Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall serve respectively as the Regional Com- 
mittee and the Regional Office of the World Health Organization for the 
Western Hemisphere, within the provisions of the constitution of the 
World Health Organization. In deferente to tradition, both organiza- 
tions shall retain their respective names, to which shall be added “Re- 
gional Committee of the World Health Organization” and “Regional 
Office of the World Health Organization” respectively. 
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A&k!e 3.-The Pan Amerlcan Sanitary Conference may adopt and 
promote health and sanitary conventions and programmes in the Western 
Hemisphere, provided that such conventions and programmes are com- 
patible with the policy and programmes of the World Health Organiza- 
tion and are separately financed. 

Article d.--When this agreement enters into forte, the Director of the 
Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall assume, subject to the provisions 
of Article 2, the post of Regional Director of the World Health Organiza- 
tion, until the termination of the period for which he was elected. There- 
after, the Regional Director shall be appointed in accordance with the 
provisions of Articles 49 and 52 of the World Health Organization Con- 
stitution. 

Article &-In accordance with the provisions of Article 51 of the Con- 
stitution of the World Health Organization, the Director-General of the 
World Health Organization shall receive from the Director of the Pan 
Ameritan Sanitary Bureau full information regarding the admmistration 
and the operations of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau as the Regional 
Office for the Western Hemisphere. 

ArticEe 6.-An adequate proportion of the budget of the World Health 
Organization shall be allocated for regional work. 

Article 7.-The annual budget estimates for the expenses of the Pan 
Ameritan Sanitary Bureau as the Regional Office for the Western Hem- 
isphere shall be prepared by the Regional Director and shall be sub- 
mitted to the Director-General for bis consideration in the preparation 
of the amura1 budget estimates of the World Health Organization. 

ArticEe 8.-The funds allocated to the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau, 
as Regional Office of the World Health Organization, under the budget 
of the World Health Organization, shall be managed in accordance with 
the financia1 policies and procedures of the World Health Organization. 

Articìe 9.-This agreement may be supplemented with the consent of 
both parties, on the initiative of either party. 

Artide iO.-This agreement shall enter into forte upon its approval 
by the World Health Assembly and signature by the Director of the Pan 
Ameritan Sanitary Bureau, acting on behalf of the Pan Ameritan Sani- 
tary Conference, provided that fourteen of the Ameritan Republics have 
at that time deposited their instruments of acceptance of the Constitution 
of the World Health Organization. 

ArticZe 11 .-In case of doubt or difliculty in interpretation, the English 
text shall govern. 

In witness whereof this Agreement was done and signed at Washington, 
D. C. on this 24th day of May Meteen hundred and forty-nine in four 
copies, two in English and two in Prench. 

For the World Health Organization 

(sgd) BR~CK CEIBHOLM 
Director-General 

For the Pan Ameritan Sanitary 
Conference 

(Bgda) FRED L. SOPPIR 
The Directm 


