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This medicine is not meant to replace COVID-19 
vaccination, nor does it prevent the spread of 
SARS-CoV-2.

Nirmatrelvir 
and ritonavir
Information for patients

What is nirmatrelvir/ritonavir?

The combination of nirmatrelvir and 
ritonavir is used to treat mild to moderate 
COVID-19 in patients at high risk of hospitalization. 
It consists of two antiviral medicines supplied 
together in the same package and marketed under 
the name Paxlovid .
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Does nirmatrelvir and ritonavir have any 
side effects?

Like all medicines, nirmatrelvir and ritonavir may 
cause unwanted side effects. Call your nearest health 
center or doctor if you have any of the following: 

• Shortness of breath, swelling of the face, lips, 
tongue, or any part of the body.

• Liver problems: loss of appetite, yellowing of 
your skin and the whites of the eyes, dark 
urine, pale stools, itchy skin, and pain in the 
stomach (abdominal) area.

IMPORTANT

• If you are taking other medicines, tell your 
doctor before starting treatment with 
nirmatrelvir/ritonavir.

• You must finish the course of treatment 
(5 days) even if you feel better.

• Do not share these medicines with others 
even if they have the same signs of illness.

• The nirmatrelvir/ritonavir combination is 
available only on prescription.

Store medicine in its original 
packaging in a cool dry place away 
from moisture, heat, and sunlight. Do 
not store in the bathroom, near a sink, 
in the car, or on windowsills.
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What is the dose of nirmatrelvir/ritonavir?

The dose is 300 mg of nirmatrelvir (two 150 mg 
tablets) and 100 mg of ritonavir (one 100 mg tablet) 
every 12 hours, with or without food, for 5 days. 

To achieve the expected antiviral effect, take 
all three tablets at the same time (either all 
together or one after the other). Swallow the 
tablets whole. Do not chew, break, or crush them.

What if I miss a dose of nirmatrelvir/
ritonavir?

If you miss a dose and:

•    less than 8 hours have 
passed since you were 
supposed to take your 
medicines, take the missed dose as 

soon as possible and take the next 
dose at your regular time.

•  more than 8 hours have passed since 
you were supposed to take your 
medicines, skip the missed dose and take 
the next dose at your regular time.

Do not take a double dose to make up for a 
missed dose.

Can nirmatrelvir/ritonavir be used in 
children under 18 years, during pregnancy, 
or while breast-feeding?

Nirmatrelvir and ritonavir are not recommended for 
children under 18 years or for pregnant women as 
there is no evidence of their efficacy and safety in 
those cases.

Breast-feeding is not recommended during treatment 
with nirmatrelvir and ritonavir and for 7 days after 
the last dose. This is because it is not known if these 
medicines get into breast milk and the possible 
effects on the baby.

Should pregnancy be avoided during and 
after treatment with nirmatrelvir and 
ritonavir?

No information is available on the risk of 
conceiving when taking nirmatrelvir and 
ritonavir. People of reproductive age 
should abstain from sex or use reliable 
contraception methods during 
treatment and for 7 days after the last 
nirmatrelvir/ritonavir dose. 

Can other medicines be taken at the same time as nirmatrelvir and ritonavir?

Taking nirmatrelvir/ritonavir with other medicines can cause serious side effects, including death.

Tell your doctor or pharmacist if you are taking, have recently taken, or might take any other prescription or over-the-
counter medicine, including vitamins or herbal supplements.

Who should not take nirmatrelvir and 
ritonavir?

 

•  People who are allergic to nirmatrelvir, 
ritonavir, or any of the other ingredients of 
these medicines. 

•  People with severe liver or kidney disease.

•  Patients taking certain medicines that may 
interact with nirmatrelvir or ritonavir.

These are not the only medicines that can cause serious side effects if taken at the same time as nirmatrelvir/
ritonavir. You must, therefore, tell your doctor about all the medicines you are taking. 

• lovastatin or 
simvastatin

• lurasidone, 
pimozide, or 
clozapine

• naloxegol
• pethidine or 

propoxyphene 
(dextro)

• primidone
• ranolazine
• rifampin 

(rifampicin)

• sildenafil when 
administered 
chronically, for 
example, for 
pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

• silodosin
• tolvaptan
• triazolam or 

midazolam (oral)
• ubrogepant
• voclosporin

• alfuzosin
• amiodarone, 

dronedarone, 
flecainide, 
propafenone, or 
quinidine

• apalutamide
• carbamazepine, 

phenobarbital, or 
phenytoin

• colchicine

• dihydroergotamine, 
ergotamine, or 
methylergonovine

• eletriptan
• finerenone
• flibanserin
• St. John›s wort 

(Hypericum 
perforatum)

• ivabradine
• ivacaftor/lumacaftor
• lomitapide

Do not take nirmatrelvir/ritonavir if you are taking any of the following medicines:

People taking combined hormonal 
contraceptives should use an effective alternative 
or additional contraception barrier during treatment 
with nirmatrelvir and ritonavir and until after one full 
menstrual cycle is completed after stopping 
treatment, since the hormonal contraceptive may 
become less effective. 

If you are taking medicines to treat 
human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), talk to your doctor because 

treatment with nirmatrelvir and 
ritonavir may affect how well 
these medicines work.


