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Tepic 25: UNIFICATION OF ACTION IN PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS
IN THE REGION OF THE AMERICAS

In accord with Resolution XVI of the VII Meeting of
the Directing Council, the Director of the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau made a study of the channeling of government
funds to international health programs through various or-
ganizations and discussed the problem with representatives
of various governments in both the health and foreign rela-
tions ministries. The Director attended the Tenth Inter-
American Conference in Caracas early in the year prepared
to present the problem for consideration but found no suitable
occasion to do so,

The situation is peculiarly difficult because decisions
are taken at various levels in government and by varying re-
presentations of governments in different international meet-
ings,

The Director is particularly concerned over recent
action (July 1954) of the Bconomic and Sccial Council provid-
ing that beginning in 1955 Technical Assistance funds should
be devoted to over-all country programs to be negotiated
directly between a representative of the United Nations and
the govermment concerned with limitation of function for the
World Health Organization and other specialized agencies to
giving technical advice on individual projects. The result
of this action will, in most instances, be a further reduction
of health activities financed from Technical Assistance funds
and will have a retrograde action on attempts to unify pro-
grams, It is disconcerting to learn that this action of
ECOS0OC was strongly supported by representatives of many of
the same govermments which approved Resolution XVI of the VII
Meeting of the Directing Council, which indi cates that "It is
considered advantageous for the public health programs for the
Americas to be concentrated in the American agency created
especially for that purpose, namely, the Pan American Sanitary

Organization, which also acts as a regional organization of the
World Health Organization'.
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It will be seen from the table accompanying Document
CE22/16 that the various international funds supported by
govermients have been in large part maintained by contribu-~
tions of the United States Goverrment.

While the Director believes that the present situation
is unstable and will not be continued over a long period of
time, it is, however, apparent that only as health authorities
emphasize to other departments of national governments the
difficulty of the present situation can corrective measures
be taken. The alterations in the present situation must be

brought about through action taken at the international po-
litical level.

Attachment: Document CE22/16
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Topic 10: PRELIMINARY STATEMENT ON UNIFICATION OF ACTION IN
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH IN THE AMERICAS

In accord with Resolution XVI of the VII Meeting of the
Directing Council, the Director has begun a study of unifica-
tion of international health actilvities.

The approach is through analysis of the channels of fi-
nancial contributions from the American Republics to interna=
. tional health activities and of the interference of various
bodies in determining how these are employed. The accompany-
ing chart shows how assessed and voluntary contributions of
governments, all or part of which are destined for health ac~-
tivities, are diverted through various agencies within the
framework of the United Nations and the Organization of Ameri-
can States. :

The assessed contributions are 100% for international
health activities and go directly to the World Health Organi-
zation and to the Pan American Sanitary Organization. The
activities of these two Organizations are coordinated by the
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, since it serves as the Regional
Office of the World Health Organization,

The voluntary contributions, whether made through UN or
OAS are intended only partially for health.

The attached table gives the assessed and voluntary
financial obligations assumed by the American Republics for
funds, all or part of which were devoted to health activities
carried out by international organizations during the pericd
1947 to 1954,
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Despite the obviously complicated channels of some of
the health funds and the multiplicity of sources there is no
duplication or overlapping in the health projects of interna-
tional agencies. In the Americas all of these projects, except
for health aspects of the American International Institute for
the Protection of Childhood Program, are under the supervision

of PASB, thus automatically assuring complete coordination in
their implementation.

There is, however, no uniformity in the basis of
onerations financed from assessed and voluntary contributions.
The programs financed by the assessed contributions of Member
States to the World Health Organization and to the Pan Ameri-
can Sanitary Organization are subject to approval of the World
Health Assembly and of the Pan American Sanitary Conference,
resnectively, both composed of technical representatives of
the Health Services of Member States -- the same Health Ser=-
vices with which these two Organizations collaborate on field
projects. The collaboration of PASO and WHO is harmonious,
without appreciable duplication of effort, and altogether an

outstanding example of integration of activities of world-
wide and regional organizations,

Voluntary contributions on the other hand, come through
the channels shown, with the intervention of numerous non-
technical bodies, influencing the choice of programs, adminis-
trative procedure and even at times, technical orientation.

This preliminary statement is presented for information,
No attempt has yet been made to consult the Member Governments
and the appropriate international organizations with a view tc
finding practical solutions to the problem! as provided in
Resolution XVI of the VII Meeting of the Directing Council.
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