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RES 2/30

REVIEW OF PAHO RESEARCH ACTIVITIES DURING 1962*

At this Second Meeting of the PAHO/ACMR, we believe it would be

appropriate to recall the steps that led the Pan American Health Organi-

zation to embark upon an expanded program for medical research in the

Americas, to restate the general objectives that have guided the Office

of Research Coordination in developing this program and to describe its

modus operandi.

Cognizant of the importance of research as an essential component

of a comprehensive program for the improvement of health in the Americas,

the Organization requested and obtained in 1961 from the National Institutes

of Health/USPHS, a research planning grant which made possible the bring-

ing together under the newly created Office of Research Coordination the

various research componente of the regular PAHO programs as well as en-

trusting to the new office the task of developing and implementing an

expanded research program for the Organization.

The PAHO intensified program is primarily concerned with:

1. Research in fields related to the program effort of PAHO;

2. The solution of research problems which are better resolved
by multi-country cooperative endeavors;

3. Stimulating and supplementing rather than replacing national
efforts or the activities of other international or national
organizations and philanthropic institutions in the field;
and

4. Accelerating the development of bio-medical research in the
Americas by promoting the training of research workers.

*Prepared for the Second Meeting of the PAHO Advisory Committee on Medical
Research, 17-21 1963, by the Deputy Chief, Office of Research Coordination,
PASB.
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To carry out these objectives, the following fields were identified

in the preliminary phase of the program as requiring evaluation of needs

and opportunities for research: research training, environmental health,

dental health, maternal and child health, nutrition, Chagas' disease,

malaria, schistosomiasis, leprosy, plague, arthropod-borne virus diseases,

zoonoses, radiation and isotopes, health economics and medical care.

To review and appraise the research potential of those fields, 50

consultants and 25 staff members were utilized in order to:

1. Assess the present state of knowledge;

2. Define the main problems;

3. Indicate the research needed to solve these problems;

4. Summarize the relevant research currently underway, parti-
cularly the research being carried out in the Western
Hemisphere;

5. Identify the research most likely to produce fruitful
results through international cooperation;

6< Assess the resources available in terms of materiel and
trained personnel in the centers where research can best be
carried out;

7. Indicate the magnitude and priorities of the financial,
materiel and manpower investments needed for the research;

8. Recommend supplementary research support, if needed.

In the selection of consultants, an effort is made to appoint indi-

viduals who: a) are actively engaged in research in the field for which

their advice is sought; and b) are knowledgeable both in the Latin

American research community and in the possible sources of research

support.

To evaluate the resources and formulate research proposals in
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connection. with items 5, 6, 7 and 8 above, the consultants make site

visits to institutions and laboratories where active research programs in

the fields under review are known to exist.

In 1962, the recommendations and conclusions following the site

visits by the consultants were presented to the PAHO/ACMR at its first

meeting forthe Committee4s evaluation and review and for the ascribing of

priorities. After studying these reports the Committee recommended to the

Director of PAHO the fields of research that the Organization could

profitably cultivate during the initial stage of its research program.

Document RES 1/19, incorporating the Committee's report and a summary of

the reports of the consultants, was submitted to NIH as a progress report

of the research grant and as supportive data accompanying the request for

an extension of the grant for one additional and terminal year. This docu-

ment also served as the basis for the Director's report on the PAHO Research

Program presented to the XVI Meeting of the Pan American Sanitary Confer-

ence in Minneapolis in September, 1962. The resolution of the Conference

approving the program paved the way for including in the 1964 operating

budget of PAHO the funds needed to finance the activities of the Office

of Research Coordination, thus assuring continuity of the PAHO research

program.

During the 12 months since the last meeting of the PAHO/ACMR major

emphasis has been given to implementing the Committee's recommendations.

In the course of this week's meeting, progress reports on current research

will be made for those items of the research program which the Committee

considered at the last meeting. These will be covered by the first four

items of the agenda. The report of the Advisory Group on Research in
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Zoonoses heads the list of new activities, beginning with item five, and

surveys research needs and opportunities in this field following an

extensive visit by the Consultants in June - August 1962 to Argentina,

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and

Venezuela.

To comply with the request of the Committee that at this session

it "would welcome proposals for research on respiratory virus diseases

which are suspected to contribute largely to mortality and morbidity in

Latin America", two consultants were appointed to appraise prospects for

investigations in this field. Their observations and conclusions follow-

ing site visits in Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Venezuela, Brazil, Uruguay,

Argentina and Chile appear in document RES 2/2 to be presented by

Dr. Maurice R. Hilleman.

A PAHO Scientific Group on Research in Endemic Goiter was convened

this April in Caracas, Venezuela, at the Instituto Venezolano de Investi-

gaciones Cientificas to explore in detail the kinds of scientific studies

which would be most profitable toundertake with the personnel and resources

that are or could become available in Latin America. The report of this

meeting, which includes an outline of proposed investigations by the

participants, will be presented by Dr. John Stanbury as document RES 2/20.

The reports of two planning conferences on research on congenital

malformation (RES 2/3) and on epidemiological research on cancer (RES 2/7)

will be reported by Dr. Ruth R. Puffer and Miss Mary Burke, respectively.

Item 6 of the agenda starte a precedent which it is hoped will be

maintained in subsequent meetings of the Committee, namely, to devote
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a full day to an evaluation in depth of research needs in a single field

of inquiry. The topic selected for this meeting is tuberculosis and we

are indebted to Drs. McDermott and Dubos for accepting the responsibility

of organizing the scientific sessions and suggesting the panel of dis-

cussants.

In conjunction with the meetings of the 7th International Congresses

of Tropical Medicine and Malaria and the 8th International Congress of

Leprology in Rio de Janeiro next September, PAHO is convening five

one-day working groups on research in arbo- and respiratory virus

diseases, serology of leprosy and chemotherapy of Chagas' disease, which

will bring together the active research workers in these fields to define

research problems and their priorities, to determine the willingness of these

investigators to participate singly or jointly in the solution of

these problems and to explore the role of PAHO in stimulating further

investigations.

The table appended to this document attempts to summarize under

three headings (new grants, continuation grants and grants under consider-

ation) the main research activities associated with the PAHO research

program for the period January 1, 1962 to the present. The data

contained therein lists principal investigators and institutions, research

subjects, source and magnitude of funds and duration of research projects.

Most of the grants classified as new grants (pages 1-4 in the Table)

and as grants under consideration (pages 10-12 in the Table) represent

implementation of recommendations by the Committee and by the consultants

at the first meeting of the PAHO/AC1MR. If the research proposals still
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under consideration by granting agencies are not included, the total

funds available to investigators whose research activity was directly

stimulated by PAHO and falling within the research program formulated

by this Advisory Committee is approximately $2.4 million for the current

year. It is conservatively anticipated that in 1964, the research grant

funds will increase to about $2.8 million assuming that half of the

proposals now under consideration will be approved.
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