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I. INTRODUCTION

W_~ ~ The Secretariat, at the XXIV Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Health
Research (ACHR), in Havana, Cuba, was requested to provide an update to this
meeting on the funding of research activities in 1985 by the Organization.
This document complies, in part, with this request as information is presented

4+ ~ for most regional programs and specialized PAHO Centers. The information
could not be elicited from the PAHO Centers of PANAFTOSA, INCAP or CLAP nor
from country programs in time for inclusion of this report.

II. FUNDING FOR RESEARCH - 1985

Financial information on research activities was requested from the
regional programs and centers by means of the same questionnaire used to
obtain this information for 1984.1/

The questionnaire requested the amounts and source of funding (regular
or extrabudgetary) expended or allocated in 1985 for research activities in
the following categories:

1. Personnel
- Professional and support staff of the Organization
- Consultants and/or advisors to the Organization

2. Meetings
- Including seminars, workshops, courses, symposia, etc.

3. Supplies and materials

4. Formal publications

5. Dissemination of information

*~ ó~6. Grants, contracts and personnel service agreements

For purposes of the questionnaire, research was considered not only as
the actual carrying out or financial support to research projects, but also,
as all activities of research promotion and coordination; providing advisory
assistance to the formulation and execution of policies, design, and the

evaluation and review of programs and projects, research training, etc.

Information was also requested on travel related to research as well as
the total available budget of the program for all 1985 activities. This
figure, for the most part, corresponded to an amount that was one-half that
assigned to the 1984-1985 biennium. The aggregate of the research funds in
the different categories could then be related to the total funds available to

the program or centers.

1/ Research Funds of the Pan American Health Organization.
PAHO/ACHR/24/1.
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Expenditures related to staff costs, if not actually known, were
estimated by pro-rating the budgeted cost of the post to the amount of time
devoted to research by that staff member.

rc

Table 1 shows the distribution of funds used for research in 1985 by
category of research for regional programs having coordination of PAHO
Centers. Table 2 shows the same information for those regional programs
without Centers. It should be noted that data for the Health Technology
Development (HSA) program reflects only one component of its program -- the
promotion of technology in health services development. Figure 1 shows that v
51.3% of the total funds of the regional programs including their
corresponding centers was distributed for personnel costs, followed by 36.1%
for grants, contracts and personal services agreements. In comparison, in
1984, personnel accounted for 62.4% and grants 14.2%. The large percentage
increase in grants in 1985 reflects the awarding of $968,319 - (41%) of the
total in this category -- for 68 projects in the PAHO Research Grants Program. r4

Table 3, shows the total funds used for research in PAHO regional ~
programs, including those centers which form a part of the program, by source
of fund. A total of US$6,531,935 was used for research activities by the
regional programs, including that of research coordination. Of this total,
US$1,130,267, (17.3%) was used by the PAHO Centers, and combined with funds
of the regional programs coordinating the centers, 36.4% of the total research
funds in 1985 can be accounted for.

Three programs, DRC, HPT and HPM, accounted for 46.3% of the 1985
total. The percentage of research supported by PAHO regular funds was 73%
overall.

Tables 4 and 5 show the distribution of research funds by category and
source of fund, respectively, for the PAHO Centers with available data. As
can be seen in these tables, CEPIS and CFNI account for 79.6% of the total
research funds used by the Centers. Personnel costs accounted for 71% and
grants 16% of the total by category of research activity.

Table 6, shows the relationship, by source of fund, of the monies used
for research to those available for all activities of the regional program
including their corresponding Centers. Of the $38,033,654 allocated to the 12
regional programs reporting information in 1985, 17.1% was used for research. <
Overall, 18.4% of the regular funds and 14.4% of the extrabudgetary funds were
devoted to research activities in 1985 in these programs.

III. COMMENTS ,

In 1984, a total of $8,958,492 was reported for research activities from
13 regional programs, including their corresponding Centers. This figure is
not directly comparable to the $6,531,935 reported for 1985 activities since
some programs and centers did not report information in 1985 that did in
1984. A comparison of the amount of funds used for research in regional
programs including corresponding centers who reported information in both

t
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years indicates that the amount allocated to research increased by $1,274,961

or 24% from that allocated in 1984 by the same programs. This would appear to

show a continued commitment by the Organization to support research in its

Technical Programs. However, in view of the current budget situation

affecting the Organization, this trend may not be continued in the next

biennium.

This year's survey on the use of funds to support research in PAHO was

faced with similar problems as those of the previous survey. Several

programs/centers did not report or only supplied partial information in 1985

as compared to 1984. Of the 12 programs that reported, almost all did not

report in a timely fashion failing to respond by the date requested. The data

reported on staff costs are subject to the largest error, since they are

estimates of the percentage of one's time devoted to research. They are

useful, however, in providing at least some information and are fairly

consistent with the expectation of costs in this category.

The Secretariat is striving to improve the accuracy of information

obtained and the timeliness in which it is reported. Discussions have been

initiated with other programs of this Organization in seeking solutions to

this problem as well as ways to better identify those activities which have a

research component.



ANNEX I

The acronyms of the various PAHO programs reported on funds used
for research activities in 1985 are listed below:

I. OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

DRC - RESEARCH COORDINATION (Focal point for research coordination
within PAHO, research policies, organization of research,
administration of the research grants program, social

medicine research, operational research, statistical support,
development of information systems).

II. HSI - HEALTH SYSTEMS INFRASTRUCTURE AREA

HSS - HEALTH SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT (Health policies, planning,
systems
organization and administration, financing, development of

projects, health legislation).

HSC - HEALTH SERVICES DELIVERY (Administration of health services,

organization of local health services, community participa-
tion, health education, oral health).

HSM - HEALTH MANPOWER (Policies for the development of human

resources, planning, training and use). Coordination of the

Fellowships Program, Textbook Program and Latin American
Center on Health Sciences Information (BIREMEj.

HSA - HEALTH TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT (Laboratory and other methods

of diagnosis and treatment, essential drugs, vaccines and
other biological products, technology of equipment and
evaluation of technologies).

III. HPD - HEALTH PROGRAMS DEVELOPMENT AREA
I

HPE - ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (Water supply, basic sanitation,

environmental sanitation, human ecology, development of the
operating capacity of water supply and sewerage
institutions, health aspects of housing, organization of
workers' health programs, effects of work on health,

technologies for the protection of workers health).
Coordination of the Pan American Center for Sanitary

Engineering and Environmental Sciences (CEPIS) and of the
Pan American Center for Human Ecology and Health (ECO).
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PAGE 2

HPV - VETERINARY PUBLIC HEALTH (Zoonoses, Foot-and-Mouth Disease,
food protection). Coordination of the Pan American Zoonoses
Center (CEPANZO) and the Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease
Center (PANAFTOSAJ.

HPN - FOOD AND NUTRITION (National food and nutrition policies,
food and nutrition surveillance systems, food and nutrition
in primary care, national and regional food system).
Coordination of the Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute
(CFNI) and the Institute of Nutrition of Central America and
Panama (INCAP).

HPT - TROPICAL DISEASES (Malaria, vector control, other tropical
diseases, research and training).

HPM - MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH (Maternal health, child health,
health of adolescent, breastfeeding, family planning, growth
and development, immunizations, diarrheal diseases,
tuberculosis and acute respiratory diseases). Coordination
of the Latin American Center for Perinatology and Human
Development (CLAP).

HPA - HEALTH OF ADULTS (cancer, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes,
other noninfectious diseases, health problems of the aged,
rehabilitation, mental health).

HCE - EPIDEMIOLOGY (Coordination of epidemiological studies of the
technical programs of PAHO, epidemiological surveillance,
analysis of the health situation and its trends).
Coordination of the Caribbean Epidemiology Center (CAREC).

4


