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Introduction

The Regional Director invites the attention of the Regional Committee
to the deliberations of the Working Group on Technical Cooperation among

Developing Countries which was set up by the Governing Council of the United

Nations Development Program (UNDP) at its January 1973 session. This was in

line with the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2974 (XXVII) of
14 December 1972 on Cooperation Among Developing Countries in the United

Nations Technical Cooperation Programs and Increased Efficiency of the

Capacity of the United Nations Development System.

The principal aims of this Working Group--whose establishment was
mainly due to the initiative of those members of the Governing Council repre-

senting the developing countries--were:

- to examine and make recommendations on the best way for developing

countries to share their capacities and experience with one another

with a view to increasing and improving development assistance; and

- to examine the relative possibilities and advantages of regional

and interregional technical cooperation among developing countries.

The Working Group, which comprises representatives of developed as

well as developing countries, has held three sessions, the last of these
being held in New York in June 1974, at which a series of recommendations

was elaborated and presented to the Governing Council.

Background

The considerations that have animated the Working Group's discussions

have been closely related to the contribution which technical cooperation
among developing countries can make towards the New International Economic

Order foreseen in the Declaration and Program of Action adopted by the Sixth
Special Session of the General Assembly. The thesis that the resources avail-

able, both human and material, within the developing countries themselves

should be more widely used on a reciprocal basis, continues to gain ground.
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In this way it is hoped that some machinery can be instituted at national level,
as well _s regional and interregional levels, to permit developing countries

to share their capabilities and experience with one another in such a way as

to increase and improve the quality of development assistance and bring about
more effective regional cooperation. This would in effect constitute a new

too! in the development process.

This concept has also been receiving increasing attention over recent

years within WHO to meet the developing countries' desire to participate more

actively in and contribute more decisively to the formulation and implementa-

tion of operational activities. In WHO's view the outmoded "donor/recipient"

relationship must be changed to give w_y to a truly international cooperative

effort in which the se$f-reli_ce of the deve!oping countries will find its
natural p_ce.

Recommendations of the Working Group

Among the major recommendations the Working Group has put forward in
its final report are the following:

Developing countries should devise specific programs on technical

cooperation among themselves which should be part, as appropriate, of overall

cooperative schemes which the developing countries and international organiza-
tions could complement.

- Each developing country should establish, with UNDP assistance, a
special office to coordinate such activities.

- Developing countries are urged to contribute to national and regional

institutions located in other developing countries and to use these for training.

- Agencies and UNDP should recognize and make every use of the capa-

cities and potentialities of developing countries, including manpower, train-
ing and research facilities and exchange of technical information. To this

end, UNDP and agencies (particularly through regional offices) should revise

rosters of experts, training centers, consultant firms and equipment suppliers.

Developing countries themselves should maintain up-to-date lists of experts
and facilities ava$1_bSe.

- Financial priority should be accorded by UNDP to regional and inter-

regional projects emerging under this scheme. For their part, agencies should

consider using their regular budget resources to promote this type of techni-
cal cooperation.

- Least developed countries and developing countries with geographical
disadvantages should be give n special attention.

- UNDP should expand assistance to National Liberation Movements and

efforts should also be made to permit developing countries, that are in a
position to do so, to extend assistance to National Liberation Movements.
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- To foster these ideas, a symposium on technical cooperation among

developing countries should be held under UNDP aegis, possibly in 1976. This

might be preceded by regional or sectoral symposia.

- A Special Unit should be set up in UNDP headquarters to serve as a
clearing house for information and to facilitate coordination. At the coun-

try level, the UNDP Resident Representative should act as the focal point

and maintain contact with parallel points in the agencies, which in WHO's

case would be the office of the WHO Representative. These various points
should collaborate to maintain and circulate data rosters of the capacities

and needs of developing countries and coordinate work with the special office

in each of the developing countries.

Future Action

At its eighteenth session in June 1974, the Governing Council approved

the final report of the Working Group and decided to transmit it to the

General Assembly at its next session for decision. The Governing Council

will then review the situation at its January 1975 session in the light of

the General Assembly decision. Subsequently the Council at its twenty-first

session in January 1976 will review the experience gained during the ini-

tial stages of the scheme. Meanwhile, the Governing Council has authorized

the Administrator of UNDP to establish the Special Unit recommended by the
Working Group.

Although the recommendations of the Working Group are aimed at the

social and economic development in its totality, there would seem to be im-

! portant implications specifically for the field of health. It is with this

in mind that the Regional Director wishes to bring these innovative ideas

to the notice of the Regional Committee for whatever action may be deemed
appropriate.

The Part Played by the Pan American Health Organization in the Cooperation
Among the Developing Countries of the Americas

The basic purpose of the activities of the Pan American Health Organ-

ization has always been to strengthen both the administrative structures and
the teaching institutions of the various countries and to make use of them

for training officials from the countries themselves and neighboring countries.

It may be pointed out that in 1973 the Organization awarded 1,196

fellowships to officials of various nationalities, 346 of them being for one

year of academic studies. Sixty per cent of the fellowships were granted

for study in institutions in Latin American countries, 19 per cent for

Canada and the United States of America or Puerto Rico, and 12 per cent for

the English-speaking countries of the Caribbean. In addition, 8 per cent of

the fellows visited other countries outside the Hemisphere.
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During the same period, PAHO provided the countries with the services
of 616 short-term consultants, 382 of them, or 61 per cent, from Latin America

and the Caribbean. Services were also rendered by 533 temporary consultants,

296 of them, or 55.8 per cent, coming from those same countries.

The Organization maintains the following specialized centers through-
out the Continent which provide the countries with technical cooperation, at

their request, to help them to solve their problems:

- Institute of Nutrition of Central America and Panama (INCAP)

with headquarters in Guatemala

- Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute, Jamaica

- Pan American Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center, Rio de Janeiro

- Pan American Zoonoses Center, Argentina

- Pan American Center for Sanitary Engineering and Environmental
Sciences, Peru

- Pan American Center for Health Planning, Chile
- Latin American Center for Perinatology and Human Development,

Uruguay

- Regional Library of Medicine, Brazil.

Mention should also be made of the establishment in the Americas of

Subregional Groups, the basic purpose of which is mutual cooperation with a

view to speeding up economic development and improving the living conditions
of the inhabitants:

i. The Andean Group, including Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru and Venezuela;

2. The Caribbean Community, which embraces not only the six inde-

pendent countries of the area--Bahamas, Barbados, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
and Trinidad and Tobago--but also all the islands and territories which are

self-governing in respect of internal matters;

3. The Organization of Central American States (ODECA) which com-

prises Guatemala, Costa Rica, E1 Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua;

4. The countries of the River Plate Basin, comprising Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay.

The Organization cooperates actively in the health programs of each

of these groups, providing technical advisory services at their request.

Another important field is collaboration by the countries of the

Hemisphere and the Organization in emergency situations created by natural
disasters of various kinds. Similarly, when epidemic outbreaks occur, large

quantities of vaccines are supplied free of charge by the producing countries
at the request of PAHO.
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In view of the interest of the United Nations Development Program in
this matter, and of possible economic aid from UNDP, it is to be hoped that

this type of cooperation among the less developed countries of the Continent

can be both intensified and expanded, and that new programs can be established

which will serve and benefit simultaneously a number of countries with common
needs.

The Organization looks to the Conference for directives and guidance

with a view to preparing the relevant programs of work, which will he sub-
mitted to the Governing Bodies for their consideration.

Annex
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Dear Mr. Administrator,

I have the honour to submit on behalf of the Working Group on Technical

Co-operation Among Developing Countries its Final Report contained in section II
of its report on its third and last session held at the United Nations Head-

quarters from 29 April - lO May 1974. This Report is submitted in pursuance of

paragraph 1 of the General Assembly resolution 2974 (XXVII) and the related

Declslon of the Governing Council of the UNDP adopted at its fifteenth session.

2. The findings, principles, objectives and the recommendations in the Report

are subject to further consideration, approval and adoption by the Governing
Council of UNDP_ the Economic and Social Counc_l and the General Assembly of the

United Nations. These bodies will take up this matter at their coming sessions
and it will not be before the end of 1974 that the UNDP, participating and
executing agencies and regional economic commissions will be given specific

mandates for implementing the recommendations of the Working Group. I have

therefore been asked by the Working Group to bring to your attention those

recommendations in the report which call for urgent action.

3. One of the most important recommendations of the Working Group is the

establishment of a Dpecial Unit within the UNDP secretariat for promoting tech-

nical co-operation amon_ developing countries. On this question, the general
feeling in the Group was that pending the decision of the General Assembly on

the report of the Group_ interim arrangements should he made in the UNDP

secretariat to ensure the momentum generated by General Assembly resolution

2974 (XXVII) and the related Decision of the Governing Council of UNDP and by

the deliberation of the Working Group should not be lost and that a series of

activities crucial to the promotion of technical co-operation among developing

countries could be initiated by UNDP without waiting for a prejudice to the

final decision to be taken by the General Assembly. The adoption of such
interim measures by UNDP would also ensure that no undesirable hiatus is allowed

to develope between the adoption by the General Assembly of the recommendations

•..of the Working Group and their implementation. The attached statement_/ of the

functions of the Special Unit will, I hope, be of some help to the Administration
in making the interim arrangements suggested by the Working Group. It was also

the general feeling of the Group that in order to discharge its functions

effectively the Unit, and pending its creation, the interim arrangements to be

made, should have an important position in the structure of the UNDP secretariat
and should, therefore, be located in the Office of the Administrator.

4. Nay I also draw your attention to paragraph 26 of the report, wherein the

Working Group has requested the Administrator to make available the report

contained in document DP/WGTC/L.6_ to the next session of the Governing Council
of UNDP as a Council document and to include a separate item under item 5 of the

provisional agenda of the eighteenth session of the Council.

5. It now remains for me, Mr. Administrator, to express on behalf of the Group
my gratitude to you and to the members of the UNDP secretariat for the valuable

assistance so generously provided by them. The Group would also like to express

I/ See Appendix to this document.

°o.
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through you its appreciation for the contributions made to its work by the repre-

sentatives of the participating and executing agencies, regional economic commi-
ssions and other intergovernmental organizations.

6. Please accept, Mr. Administrator, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Yours sincerely,

(Hama Arba Diallo)

Chairman of the Working Group on

Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries

Mr. Rudolph A. Peterson
Administrator

United Nations Development Programme
866 United Nations Plaza

New York, N.Y., 10017
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REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON TECHNICAL CO-0PERATION

_{ONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON ITS TIIIRD SESSION

I. INTRODUCTION

_dll " nG_ _ _nu_'_ _ _o_[_ _ _ _ _ _ip_ C_ _ _!_ditst h_ i t r I

2. At the opening of the session the Group adopted the following agenda:

I. Adoption of agenda

2. Further consideration of operational, institutional and

financial arrangements and other aspects

3. Final report to the Governing Council.

3. The following Officers of the Working Group unanimously elected at its first

session continued to function in their respective capacities also for the next
two sessions:

Mr. Hama Arba Diallo (Upper Volta) - Chairman
_. S. Santhi (India) - First Vice-Chairman

Dr. Walter Rau (Germany, Federal

Republic of) - Second Vice-Chairman

Mr. Juan Eduardo Fleming (Argentina) - Rapporteur

h. The Group held 13 meetings in which it discussed the various items on its

agenda and adopted its Final Report.

5. In accordance with the mandate given to it in paragraph i of the General

Assembly resolution 2974_XVII) and the related Decision of the Governing Council
at its fifteenth session#J , the Working Group submits to the General Assembly of

the United Nations through the Governing Council of UNDP its Final Report, includ-
ing findings, principles, objectives and recommendations as contained in Section

II of this report (paragraphs (i) - (50)).

6. The views expressed in the Working Group on some of the important points

considered by it are contained in Section III of this Report.

II. FINAL REPORT

7. The Working Group on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries

submits its Final Report as follows:

i/ The Working Group was composed of representatives from Afghanistan_ Argentina;

Belgium _ Brazil - Cuba_ Ecuador; Egypt; Germany, Federal Republic of; India;
Netherlands; Nigeria _ Philippines_ Senegal; Tanzania, United Republic of_

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics- Upper Volta; Venezuela_ Yemen Arab
Republic ° Yugoslavia.

2/ The reports of the first and second sessions of the Working Group _ere issued

in documents DP/WGTC/IV and DP/WGTC/L.3 respectively.

3/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council_ fift__ycfifth session,

Supplement No. 2 (E/5256). paragraph 332.
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A. General Frame of Reference _/

(1) The importance of technical co-operation among developing countries should

be seen as a significant component of the concept of mutual co-operation for

development among developing countries which has emerged as a major trend in
international economic co-operation during the recent years. This concept has

been given a pride of place in the Charters_ Declarations and Resolutions adoFted
by the _'Group of 77", by UNCTAD and by the Heads of States or Governments of the

Non-aligned Countries and has been duly reflected in the Strategy for the Second

United Nations Development Decade. More recently, the idea was given further

impetus in the Declarations, along with the Action Programme for Economic Co-

operation adopted at the Algiers Conference of the Heads of States or Governments
of the Non-aligned Countries.

(2) The General Assembly resolution 2974(XXVII) represents the first attempt

to give operational content to the concept of collective self-reliance and mutual
help among developing countries in order to attain their development goals. It is

in this broad context that the Working Group conceived and carried out the mandate

given to it. The recent developments in international relations leading to the
Sixth Special Session of the General Assembly and the Declaration on the Estab-

lishment of a New International Economic Order and the Programme of Action adopted

by it have imparted a greater relevance to the task entrusted to and performed by

the Working Group.

B. Preamble

(3) The potential for the sharing of capacities for development among developing

countries has been continuously increasing in recent years. The present time
offers unprecedented opportunities for scientific and technological advance so

vital to development. Therefore at this juncture, technical co-operation among

developing countries can make a significant contribution to their development and

to the attainment of economic independence. It is a process that would accelerate

progress towards self-reliance in a spirit of mutual endeavour and equal partner-
ship.

(h) The development of the developing countries has been recognized as the shared

goal and common duty of the entire international community. In view of the con-

tribution that technical co-operation among these countries can make to the reali-

zation of this global objective, such co-operation is of immediate and crucial

concern alike to the developing and developed countries. However, the primary

responsibility in this regard, as for development in general, rests upon the

developing countries themselves.

l/ The frame of reference for its work adopted by the Working Group at its first
session can be seen in paragraph 39 of its report on that session (DP/WGTC/IV).

"Q •
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(5) It has also been universally accepted that development would fail in its

essential purpose if it allows extremes of wealth and social injustices to per-
sist. The promotion of technical co-operation among developing countries should

therefore result in as widespread an improvement as possible in the well-being of
nations and the bestowal of benefits on all.

(6) The attainment of development is a fundamental expression of the sovereignty

of nations. Consequently, all actions in furtherance of this basic objective,

which includes technical co-operation among developing countries, should be in

consonance with the basic political, social and economic aspirations of nations.

C. Findings

(7) Developing countries are increasingly participating in one form or another

of technical co-operation among themselves. This co-operation is highly diversi-

fied and in some cases includes projects of a sophisticated nature. And even
more encouraging, there is an increasing awareness of the importance of such

activities. Up to now, however, the capacities existing in these countries and the

potentialities of such co-operation are yet to be adequately_erceived and utilized.
±7

This gap is particularly striking at the interregional level-- .

(8) There are inhibiting factors and difficulties impeding technical co-operation

among developing countries. Among these are:

(a) a wide communication and information gap as regards capacities and
requirements of developing countries_

(b) the lack of foreign exchange;

(c) the "attitudinal barrier 7'in the developing countries which favours the
use of experts, consultant firms and purchase of equipment from developed coun-
tries_

(d) certain procedures and practices of donor countries and international
organizations_

(e) existing UNDP procedures and practices regarding the identification,

design and approval of interregional and global and regional proJects_

(f) the lack of adequate mechanisms to promote mutual co-operation among
developing countries.

(9) At present, the UN development system tends to utilize experts, training

facilities, equipment and consultancy services largely from developed countries.

lJ In this report the term "interregional" refers to relations between regions

within the same continent as well as those among continents of the developing
world.

/...
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In spite of the repeated suggestions_made in intergovernmental bodies including
±/

specific provisions in the Consensus-- to the effect that an effort be made to

obtain such inputs increasingly from developing countries, on the whole there is
little in the UN system which is directly conducive to the attainment of this

objective. A systematic and conscious effort must be made to overcome this
situation.

D. PrinciDles and Objectives

(i0) Technical co-operation among developing countries should be seen as an inte-

gral part of over--all co-operation for development.

(ii) Such co-operation should add a new dimension to the existing programmes of

bilateral and multilateral co-operation for development and, as far as possible,

result in an expansion of such co-operation.

(12) In order to promote optimal co-operation among developing eountries_ the

concept of technical co-operation should be as broad and flexible as possible_

should increasingly rely on innovative approaches, methods and techniques better

adapted to local needs, and at the same time utilize existing forms to the extent
useful.

(13) As technical co-operat%on among developing countries is a ventare in self-
help_ all participating countries should contribute to_ as well as benefit from

it. In this context, the traditional distinction between donor and recipient is
out of place.

(14) Technical co-operation among developing countries should, inter alia, lead
to:

(i) the use of experience and capacity already existing and the

development of new capacities in developing countries_

(ii) the opening of additional channels of communication among
developing countries_

(iii) the promotion and strengthening_of economic integration among

developing countries on as wide a geographic basis as possible_

(iv) the enhancement of the multiplier effect of technical co-operation

already being provided through bilateral and multilateral channels_

(v) the fostering of economic, scientific and technological self-
reliance_

i/ See General Assembly resolution 2688(XXV) "The capacity of the United Nations
development system '_.

tJU
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(vi) the improvement of knowledge and confidence in the capacities
available in developing countries;

(vii) the co-ordination of their policies on the international transfer
of teehnology_

(viii) the development of indigenous technology and the introduction of

techniques better adapted to local needs_ particularly in the
subsistence sectors_

(ix) the promotion_ inter alia, of

(a) national science and technology plans,

(b) economic and/social planning,

(c) linkage of research and development with economic growth,

(d) project planning and evaluation,

(e) utilization of human and natural resources potential_
(f) modern management and administration,

(g) technical, scientific and administrative manpower cadres_

(h) accelerated professional training at different levels.

(15) The primary responsibility for the development of developing countries rests
upon themselves_ and for that purpose they have expressed their determination to

contribute to their mutual development. Thus, to be a true co-operative venture

towards the attainment of self-reliance, the main responsibility for mobilizing

resources for technical co-operation among developing countries rests on these

countries themselves. However, their efforts must be complemented by timely,
appropriate and effective international support.

(16) The participating and executing agencies of the United Nations development

system and the regional economic commissions can and must play a crucial role in

promoting technical co--operation among developing countries. UNDP, in particular

by virtue of its co-ordinating function in the field of technical co-operation an

almost world-wide institutional network, must extend its full support to this
co-operative venture of the developing countries.

E. Recommendations

(17) Developing countries should devise, adopt and implement specific programmes

of technical co-operation among themselves. In appropriate cases, such programmes
could form part of over-all schemes of co-operation among these countries. Devel-

oped countries and international organizations should provide assistance to
complement these efforts.

(18) For expanding the flow of technical co-operation among developing countries

where appropriate_ programmes of technical co-operation should be put on an
interregional basis and requisite institutional arrangements should be made at
the interregional level.

...
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(19) In the Dromotion and implementation of programmes and projects of technical

co-operation among developing countries, special attention should be given to the

needs and capacities of the least developed countries and of developing countries

geographically disadvantaged°

(20) Governments of developing countries should consider developing specific
plans for technical co-operation with other developing countries as well ass in

cases where they have not yet done so, establishing a special office to plan and

co-ordinate activities related to such co-operation. UNDP should, at the request

of the country concerned, provide assistance for this purpose.

(21) Wherever possible, the country programming exercise should be used, with the

agreement of the government concerned, for identifying the technical assistance

and pre-investment requirements of the country as comprehensively as possible so

as to enable other developing countries to determine whether they could extend
the co-operation needed.

(22) Special attention should be paid by member countries and the United Nations
development system alike to the removal of attitudinal and other barriers that

restrict fruitful co-operation among developing countries°

(23) In order to apply genuine reciprocity to technical co-operation among devel-

oping countries and make it a really two-way venture, the developing countries,

notwithstanding their foreign exchange constraints and other limitations, should

contribute to national and regional institutions located in other developing
countries and send fellows and trainees to such institutions.

(22) Developing countries should be encouraged to train their junior professional

staff in UNDP, the participating and executing,agencies and the regional economic
commissions, particularly in the Special Unit _/, the focal points _y and the

offices of the UNDP Resident Representatives for the purpose of promoting technical

co-operation among themselves. To this end, the United Nations development system
and UNDP in particular, should consider the use of their resources or mobilize
funds from other sources.

(25) UNDP_ participating and executing agencies and regional economic commissions

should make systematic efforts to review their procedures_ organizational arrange-

ments, programmes and projects and make adjustments therein to facilitate techni-

cal co-operation among developing countries. To this effect UNDP should, inter

alia, permit, upon the request of the countries concerned, expeditious extension

of national_ regional and interregional projects when such an extension is designed

to enable other developing countries to derive benefits from such projects.

(26) In designing and implementing new programmes and projects, UNDP_ participa-

ing and executing agencies and regional economic commissions, should give special
consideration to the technical co-operation capacities and potentialities existing
in developing countries, and make a conscious effort to use them.

1/ See recommendation (29)

2/ See recommendation (31)
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(27) UND_ _srtic_patin_ and executing agencies and the regional economic com-

missions should encourage the formulation and implementation of interregional,

global and regional projects designed to promote technical co-operation among

developing countries. These could include:

(i) Joint research projects and the establishment of joint institutions

for research_

(ii) exchange of technical and scientific information and documentation;

(iii) support for the establishment and operation of institutional arrangeo_

ments which groups of developing countries may decide to make for

promoting technical co-operation among themselves_ and

(iv) facilities for on-the-Job professional training to candidates

from developing countries in other developing countries.

(28) UNDP_ participating and executing agencies and regional economic commissions

should stimulate the development and application of new concepts and methods of
technical co-operation among developing countries.

(29) A Special Unit within the UNDP Secretariat should be created for promoting

technical co_operation among developing countries. To this end, the Unit should_

inter alia, serve as a clearingmhouse for information_ help the governments of

developing countries, at their request, to promote such co-operation_ and co-
ordinate the activities of the UNDP with participating and executing agencies and

regional economic commissions in this field. The Unit should organize and operate

an adequate information system with the assistance of the corresponding technical

service of the UNDPo It should, to the extent possible, establish channels of

communication with other appropriate intergovernmental as well as non-governmental
organizations.

(30) The expenditure on the Special Unit and the information system should be met
out of UNDP's administrative budget.

(31) Focal points should be established within each participating and executing
agency and regional economic commission for promoting technical co-operation among

developing countries. At the country level, the UNDP Resident Representatives

should be the focal point for this purpose.

(32) The UN development system as a whole and UNDP in particular should ensure

that effective information measures with regard to technical co-operation among

developing countries are initiated as soon as possible. For this purpose_ an

appropriate arrangement should be made in UNDP linked with the participating and

executing agencies and regional economic commissions. Concerning the over-all
promotional aspect, data should be compiled, analyzed and kept up-to-date on the

technical co-operation capacities and needs of developing countries and circulated
periodically. In respect of the operational aspect steps should be taken for

matching with speed the specific needs of a developing country with the available
specific capacities in other developing countries on a request-by-request basis.

ol.
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(33) The Governing Council of UNDP should devote continuing attention to the
promotion of technical co-operation among developing countries. For this _urpose
it should establish a sessional committee to meet annually in the January session,

commencing from 1976.

(34) In order to review periodically the progress made in this endeavour and adopt
additional measures, technical co-operation among developing countries should

figure on the agenda of other appropriate bodies and organizations within the
United Nations system. These bodies and organizations should include in their

annual reports to the Economic and Social Council an account of the progress made

by them in the field of their respective competence, which should be made avail-
able to the Governing Council of UNDP.

(35) In order to give additional thrust and generate interest for making increased

efforts for promoting technical co-operation among developing countries, an
international symposium should be organized under the aegis of the UNDP on this

subject. The symposium may be held some time in 1976 with the participation of

all member States and appropriate organizations and academic institutions. It

should be held after a thorough preparation at the technical level and should be

preceded by regional and global sectoral symposia on specific aspects of technical
co-operation among developing countries.

(36) UNDP should find the means to implement the priorities that result from the

recommendations of the Working Group, utilizing for this purpose funds available
from all existing sources, including the following:

(a) for the present cycle, in the formulation and approval of regional,
interregional and global projects priority consideration should be accorded to

projects promoting technical co-operation among developing countries so that by

the end of the present cycle a sizeable proportion of intercountry and global

programme funds may be devoted to such projects;

(b) for the next cycle, approximately one-fourth to one-third of the total

resources available for intercountry and global programmes should be devoted to

regional, interregional and global projects promoting technical co-operation among

developing countries. In the allocation of these funds, the Governing Council's

decision on regional IPFs should be respected. In this context, funds within the
above over-all target left over from projects promoting technical co-operatlon

among developing countries should be utilized for traditional types of regional,
interregional and global projects;

(c) a part of the Programme Reserve should be utilized for the provision of

key inputs for projects or programmes of technical co-operation among developing
countries.

(37) Developing countries should be encouraged to utilize, to the extent possible

a part of their respective IPFs for projects furthering technical co-operation
among developing countries.

,.o
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(38) The participating and executin_ agencies should consider using resources
available from the Regular Programmes of Technical Co-operation for promoting

technical co-operation among developing countries.

(39) Additional resources should be made available through the following means:

(a) additional cash contributions from developed countries and contributions
from developing countries in cash or in kind to UNDP for this specific purpose;

(b) resources mobilized by UNDP from bilateral, intergovernmental and non-

governmental sources for promoting technical co-operation among developing

countries;

(c) a part of the increase in the total volume of UNDP resources devoted to

technical co-operation among developing countries, due note being taken of the

element of "growth rate" in the general resources of UNDP envisaged for meeting
the projected allocations for IPFs for the next cycle.

(40) Resources released as a result of diminished expenditures in armaments and
associated research, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 3176(XXVIII),

paragraphs 6 and 67 - and 5093 (XXVII) should provide an important additional

source for financing the development of all states, part of which should be used

for technical co-operation among developing countries.

(41) Developing countries should explore all possibilities of mobilizing finances
for adopting or intensifying programmes of technical co-operation among themselves.

They should also, wherever possible_ provide third-country financing for the
promotion of technical co-operation among developing countries.

(42) De_eloped countries should adopt or expand, as appropriate, the coverage of

third-country financing for the promotion of technical co-operation among devel-

oping countries.

(43) The UNDP and participating and executing agencies should, in the process of

locating and evaluating expertise, training facilities, equipment and eonsultancy

services, give equitable opportunities to developing countries for making such

resources available. For this purpose, they should:

(a) undertake a revision of their existing system of rosters of experts and

lists of training facilities, consultancy firms and suppliers of equipment;

(b) in the consideration of the qualifications of experts, give due weightage

to the unique advantages which experts from developing countries have;

(c) use information and evaluation provided by their regional offices and
the government authorities as the basis for undertaking a reconstruction of their

present rosters of' experts and lists of training facilities, consultancy firms

and suppliers of equipment and for keeping them up-to-date;

(d) include in the list of experts submitted to governments, at least 50 per

cent of the total, from developing countries.
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(44) In all cases of placement of trainees and fellows, supply of equipment, sub-

contracting and consulting services_ developing countries should be given the
option to obtain such facilities and services from both developing and developed
countries through the inclusion in the offers submitted to governments of a

reasonable proportion of the total_ of facilities and services from developing

countries. In particular_ in those cases where the supply of equipment and con-

sultancy services involves choice of technology, this option should be applied
with a view to reducing their present technological dependence and to developing

technological self-reliance through co-operation among themselves.

(45) In view of the negligible extent to which the UN development system uses

eonsultancy services of developing countries and considering the crucial role that

such services can play in promoting technical co-operation among these countries,

UNDP participating and executing agencies and regional economic commissions should

make a conscious and systematic effort to use such services and to assist devel-

oping countries at their request in establishing and organizing them.

(46) _enever supplies and equipment are procured by UNDP in a developing country

for projects in other developing countries, the local currency of the country
should not be used for this purpose and payments for it should be made in fully

convertible currency.

(47) Developing countries should also take specific and concrete measures designed

to facilitate the utilization by the UN system of their experts, training facili-

ties, equipment and eonsultancy services. For this purpose, they should:

(a) maintain and keep up-to-date a dossier of available expertise, lists of

training facilities, equipment suppliers and consultancy services;

(b) establish a focal point at the appropriate level for ensuring expeditious

processing of requests made by the UN development system for their experts,

trainees facilities, equipment and consultancy services, and creating a sustained
interest among the suppliers of inputs to facilitate prompt and effective response
to such requests.

(48) UNDP should formulate and implement a specific programme designed to:

(a) assist the suppliers in developing countries in quality control,
standards, etc., to be met for competing effectively for making supplies available

for projects and programmes of the UN development system;

(b) inform the suppliers, through the governments, of the procedural require-
ments of the UN development system and help them prepare catalogues of availa-

bilities and assist them in the initial stages to comply with procedural require-
ments and to make preliminary contacts.

(49) The Resident Representatives should actively co-operate with governments in

locating expertise and sources of supplies of equipment_ consultancy services and

training facilities and encouraging the submission of their candidature, bids and

offers in time and in the form required.
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(50) UNDP should expand its assistance to the National Liberation Movements recog-
nized by the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The negotiations now going on

between UNDP and OAU to arrive at an agreement for co-operation and the consul-

tations taking place for providing assistance to National Liberation Movements
should be brought to a successful conclusion as soon as possible. Further impetus

should be given to the efforts for assisting National Liberation Movements. In

particular, the Special Unit should facilitate and expedite technical co-operation
with National Liberation Movements. To this end, in consonance with General

Assembly resolution 3118 (XXVIII), increased efforts should be made by UNDP, parti-

cipating and executing agencies and regional economic commissions to assist devel-

oping countries which are in a position to extend technical assistance to the
National Liberation Movements. UNDP should consider favourably the request for

waiving counterpart obligations for projects, financing certain inputs which are

normally expected to be provided by the recipients, and for providing assistance
of the type designed to fill the gap between pre-investment and investment.

III. SUMMARY OF VIEWS ON SOME IMPORTANT POINTS

8. In considering the question of technical co-operation among developing coun-
tries and the role of the UN development system in promoting such co-operation,

the Group felt that suitable institutional arrangements were required within UNDP.

To that effect the Group gave full support to the idea of establishing a Special

Unit within the UNDP generally to promote technical co-operation among developing

countries. This Unit, to be supported by a dynamic and innovative information
system, should co-ordinate within the UNDP the activities and projects concerning

technical co-operation among developing countries and maintain appropriate links

with the focal points of governments and with those in the participating and execu-

ting agencies and regional economic commissions. It should also, to the extent

possible, establish channels of communication with other appropriate intergovern-

mental as well as as non-governmental organizations.

9. In order appropriately to discharge its tasks, it should be located in the
Office of theAdministrator and work in close contact wilh Resident Representa-

tives, the Regional Bureaux and the technical services of the UNDP.

B. !nformat_i_on >y__s>e_mm

i0. The main objectives of the Information System should be:

(a) to enable governments of developing countries to make known to each other
on a continuing basis their respective capacities and requirements for technical

co-operation among themselves;

(b) to develop an adequate information network for the above purpose, using to

the extent necessary, existing channels of communication;

®o.
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(c) to collect such other information as would help UNDP generally to promote

technical co-operation among developing countries.

!i. The offices of the UNDP Resident Representatives and the government focal

points should be the key links in the information network between the developing
countries and the Special Unit at UNDP Headquarters and among the developing
countries themselves.

12. Active collaboration should be sought of the participating and executing

agencies, regional economic commissions and other intergovernmental organizations
in the exchange and dissemination of technical co-operation information. Appro-

priate links should be forged with existing information systems within UN organi-
zations.

C. Financing of Technical Co-oDeration among Developin_ Countries

13. The question of funding technical co-operation among developing countries can

be viewed from three broad, though interrelated angles:

(i) what the developing countries themselves can do;

(ii) what the developed countries can do; and

(iii) what the UN development system in general and UNDP in particular,

in conjunction with member countries, can do.

14. An important channel of finances for technical co-operation among developing

countries is and will continue to be bilateral. Consequently developing countries,

individually and in groups_ should intensify their existing programmes of bila-
teral co-operation with other developing countries, and where appropriate initiate

new programmes.

15. As regards the contribution of developed countries, some of them already

provide third-country financing of projects of co-operation among developing
countries. For the promotion of technical co-operation among developing countries,

it is important that the developed countries adopt or expand the coverage of third-

country financing schemes. Furthermore, it should be possible for the developed

countries to meet the cost either wholly or partly, of specific projects initiated
by two or more developing countries in order to enlarge technical co-operation

among themselves. In both the above cases, financing by developed countries,
particularly the funding foreign exchange costs involved, can have considerable
catalytic" effect.

16. In regard to the role that can be played by the UN development system in

general and UNDP in particular, the various components of the over-all quantum of
resources available to these organizations should be scrutinized with a view to

generating the maximum feasible financial thrust for technical co-operation among

developing countries. Moreover, the possibility of mobilizing additional resources
through these organizations should also be explored.

/.o.
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77. In respect of th_ voluntary contributions being made to UNDP by member coun-

tries_ additional pledges specifically for promoting technical co-operation among

developing countries should be made by both developed and developing countries.
Developed countries should make such contributions according to the present prac-

tice, whereas the developing countries, in addition to the present practice of
contributing in non-convertible national currencies and where possible in conver-

tible currencies could make their additional pledges also in kind. In encouraging

and accepting such additional voluntary contributions, due note should be taken of
the element of "growth rate" in the general resources of UNDP envisaged for

meeting the. projected allocations of IPF for the next cycle.

18. As intercountry programmes and projects provide the most immediate and

tangible scope for promoting technical co-operation among developing countries, an
increasingly larger proportion of the UNDP resources for intercountry and global
programmes should be devoted to projects promoting such co-operation. In view of

the commitments of these funds, already made in the present cycle, the resources

for this purpose should be found during the next two/three years, mainly by

according priority consideration to projects for promoting technical co-operation

among developing countries. In the next cycle, a specific magnitude of resources

as indicated in the relevant recommendation in Section II of this report should be
earmarked as an indicative level for the programming and implementation of tech-

nical co-operation among developing countries. The quantum of funds available

from this component of the UNDP resources for technical co-operation among devel-
oping countries should be gradually expanded.

19. If two or more developing countries agree on a programme of technical co-

operation among themselves and if they are not in a position to provide some of

the key inputs, e.g., the foreign exchange component of the programme, then the
necessary resources could be provided by one or more of the countries concerned

out of their IPF or, at their request, by UNDP, out of its Programme Reserve or

through the mobilization of resources from other sources. This method of financing

could have an important catalytic effect for promoting technical co-operation
amoT_g developing countries.

20. Technical co-operation among developing countries should result in an in-

creased real value of the nominal value of the funds of UNDP and participating and

executing agencies on account of the new inputs for technical co-operation, coming
particularly from developing countries. The new resources thus released together

with the new uses to which the existing ones should be put, will increase the to-
tal vo]nme of technical co-operation for the benefit of all developing countries.

21. The progress achieved as a result of the measures recommended in Section II

of this report should be evaluated at an appropriate stage, when consideration
should be given to the desirability of establishing a special fund for the pro-
motion of technical co-operation among developing countries.

. I.
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D. Techn.i.cal_Co-operation " 9mong Developing Countries
and National Liberation Movements

22. The hope was expressed that th_ negotiations for a direct agreement between

UNDP and OAU would be concluded in the near future. The OAU representative under-

lined the importance and advantages of more direct co-operation between UNDP and

the National Liberation Movements. This was appreciated by several representa-

tives. The Uorking Group was informed that the Administrator was going to make

certain proposals on this subject to the forthcoming session of the Governing

Council and that depending upon the decision of the Council it might be possible
for UMDP to co-operate with National Liberation Movements within the liberated
areas.

23. Attention of the Working Group was drawn to some of the difficulties that

were being faced in providing assistance to National Liberation Movements recog-

nized by OAU. These included the provision of counterpart contributions and

assistance involving the financing by UNDP of the purchase of equipment and
supplies, etc. It was agreed that there was enough flexibility in the UNDP

Rules and Regulations to deal with these problems. Counterpart contributions

would not be required to the extent that the projects for assistance to National

Liberation Movements were intercountry projects. Besides, the Governing Council

had taken a specific decision to waive counterpart obligations for projects for

assistance to National Liberation Movements. Moreover_ in the case of least

developed among developing countries it has been accepted that (i) UNDP should

provide even those inputs which are normally suppose_ to be supplied by

governments; (ii) to provide assistance of a type which fall between the range

of investment and pre-investment. The above flexibility already being applied

to the assistance to the least developed among developing countries should be
easily extended to assistance to National Liberation Movements.

E. An Analysis of Factual Data on Technicall Co-operation
among Developing Countries

24. The Working Group expressed its appreciation for the document DP/WGTC/L.2/

Add.l containing an analysis of factual data on technical co-operation among

developing countries prepared in response to a request made by the Working Group

at its second session. The Group requested the Administrator to complete this

document as far as possible and arrange to publish it.

25. The Group also expressed its appreciation for other documents submitted for
its third session.

/oo_
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F. Report on Arrang_ements in the United Nations Development System

on_Recruitment of..E_,erts__ Tr_in_7_ili_ i_ ,.PFpcureme_nt _o_
Equip_e_nt 99J. PPD_9_}gP9_ 9PYYiPs9. [9_ Pr°_pt_P_l,_Tfsbn!cgJ. _9m

9o_ergti__oD amona DeveloDinm Countries

26. The Working Group requested the Administraror of UNDP to make available the

report on the above subject, as contained in document DP/WGTC/L.6, to the next
session of the Governing Council of UNDP as a Council document and to include a

sub-item under Item 5, Annual Report of the Administrator for 1973, of the provi-
sional agenda of the eighteenth session of the Council.

G. Interim Arran_ement

27. Interim arrangements should be made by UNDP so as to ensure that the recom-

mendations of the Working Group are implemented immediately after they are adopted

by the General Assembly at its next session.
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Attachment to the letter of transmittal by the Chairman of the

_.rqrk_in_Group on Technical Co_o_erttion among Developing Countries

FUNCTIONS OF TIIE SPECIAL UNIT

I. The general objectives of the Unit will be to promote technical co-operation
_rom_ _leveloping countries principally through the implementation of the recom-

_cndatioms contained in the Final Report of the Uorking Group. For this purpose_
the Unit will be entrusted with the following specific tasks:

_. It will assist governments_ upon their request:

(a) in developing specific plans for technical co-operation among developing
countries °

(b) organizing fecal points or co-ordination units for such co-operation_

(c) organizing training for their professional staff in the UN development

system in subjects relating to the promotion of technical co-operation smong

developing countries.

3- It will co-ordinate the activities of the UNDP with participating and execu-

ting agencies and regional economic commissions in the field of technical co-

operation among developing countries. For this purpose_ it will maintain appro-

priate links with the focal points in these organizations.

4. It will establish channels of communication with other appropriate inter-

governmental as well as non-governmental organizations.

5. It will supervise the establishment of and operate the requisite information

system with the assistance of the corresponding technical service of the UNDP.

6. It will co-ordinate within UNDP_ activities_ programmes and projects concern-

ing technical co-operation among developing countries. For this purpose_ it will

work in close contact with the Resident Representatives, Regional Bureaux and
technical services of the UNDP and will maintain liaison with the focal points of

governments.

7. It would monitor progress made in the implementation of the recommendations

of the Group_ act as a catalyst by calling attention to shortfa!is_ by suggesting

actions to be taken to expedite progress and by pointing to avenues for new actions
and initiatives.

8. It will develop in co-operation with the participating and executing agencies
and the regional economic commissions_ new ideas_ concepts and approaches for

promoting technical co-operation among developing countries_ and for this purpose_

arrange for undertaking necessary studies and analysis

9. It will prepare annual progress reports on the implementation of the recom-

mendations of the Working Group and other reports and studies specifically reques-

ted by the inter-governmental bodies concerned, for submission to the sessional
committee of the Governing Council and to such other bodies as may be necessary.

i0. It will organize seminars_ symposia_ working groups, etc._ on specific aspects

as well as on the general question of technical co-operation among the developing
countries and prepare studies and documentation for them.


