
Cervical Cancer Screening in the Bahamas1 

According to 1994 data from the Depart- 
ment of Statistics, there are around 96 830 
women 25-69 years of age in the Bahamas. 
From this potential target population, ap- 
proximately 6 000 Pap smears are examined 
yearly. The only place where cytologic 
smear studies are performed is the labora- 
tory of Princess Margaret Hospital in New 
Providence. Therefore, Pap smears done in 
the Family Islands have to be transported 
to Nassau to be read, frequently resulting 
in substantial delays in obtaining the results. 

Table 1 shows the findings from Pap 
smears in three recent years. There were 11 
deaths attributable to cervical cancer in 

1 Based on a report prepared by Claudette Harry, 
PAHO/WHO Representative, Nassau, Bahamas. 

1993, and 10 deaths in 1994 (All Bahamas 
Health Information Unit). 

Anecdotal information from the labora- 
tory staff suggests that there are more re- 
peat smears than new patients screened 
annually. This suggests that large numbers 
of sexually active women do not have regu- 
lar smears. Screening is regularly done post 
partum. Approximately 6 000 women de- 
liver annually. A public health awareness 
program is sorely needed to target sexually 
active, non-childbearing women. 

In response to this need, screening pro- 
grams have recently been put in place in 
five pilot clinics: two on New Providence, 
one on Grand Bahama, one on Abaco, and 
one on Eleuthera. In addition, a national 
program on reproductive health will be 
launched in March 1997. 

Table 1. Results of cervical smears processed at Princess Margaret Hospital laboratory, Bahamas, 
1993-1995. 

No. of smears 1993 1994 1995 1993-1995 

Total 

Abnormal 

(%) 

Atypical benign 

Herpes simplex virus infection 

Human papillomavirus infection 

Mild and moderate dysplasia 

Carcinoma in situ and severe dysplasia 

Invasive carcinoma 

6431 

365 

(5.7) 

230 

- 

56 

52 

19 

8+ 

6223 5690 ia 344 

390 437 1 192 

(6.3) (7.7) 6.5) 
236 271 737 

4 9 13 

78 62 196 

39 50 141 

28 40 87% 

5* 59 18 

* 67 carcinoma in situ. 
’ 7 squamous cell, 1 adenocarcinoma. 
* 3 
5 

squamous cell, 2 adenocarcinoma. 
3 squamous cell, 2 endometrial adenocarcinoma. 
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