
tions, and organizations that would work 
with us in this enormous task of assisting 
the peoples of the Americas in their quest 
for the best of health. Experience has shown 
me that if the goals of our countries are 
clearly stated and plans accurately drawn 
without the petty consciousness of turf that 
serves no purpose other than to com- 
pound inertia with ineptitude, it is pos- 
sible for us to work together and achieve 
together. 

In a few months my name will be placed 
before the Executive Board of the World 
Health Organization to be appointed the 
Regional Director of that Organization for 
the Americas. I pledge that I will do all 
in my power to discharge that respon- 
sibility in such a manner as will bring 
credit to the Americas; I will seek to have 
others understand and respect the tra- 
ditions and practices that have evolved 
over our 92 years, and hopefully contrib- 
ute through sharing of knowledge and 

experience to ensuring that the world’s 
health goals and objectives are achieved. 
I cannot in fairness speak of team spirit 
in the Americas and not try to translate 
this thinking to the global scene. 

Distinguished Delegates, you have 
given me your support today and I ask 
for it during the course of my adminis- 
tration. With your support and council 
and with the help of the dedicated and 
competent band of men and women who 
serve their people through the Pan 
American Health Organization I will strive 
to ensure that our aspirations for the 
health of the Americas become realities. 

And if you ask me for a bond and a 
surety that I will make every effort hu- 
manly possible to discharge my prom- 
ises, I can only say to you, I give you my 
word. 

Washington, D.C. 
28 September 1994 

Americas Declared Free of Wild Poliovirus 
Transmission 

The International Commission for the 
Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication 
in the Americas (ICCPE) has concluded 
that wild poliovirus transmission has been 
interrupted in the Americas. That an- 
nouncement was made on 29 September 
1994 by Dr. Frederick Robbins, President 
of the ICCPE, in a presentation to the 
delegates of the XXIV Pan American 
Sanitary Conference and a panel of dis- 
tinguished guests. 

The goal of eradicating poliomyelitis in 
this hemisphere was first proposed by 
PAHO’s Director, Dr. Carlyle Guerra de 
Macedo, in May 1985. Through the com- 

mitment of the countries to intensive vac- 
cination and surveillance efforts, and with 
the strong support of several agencies and 
organizations-in particular, the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), 
Rotary International, the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID), and the Canadian Public Health 
Association-the number of polio cases 
in the Region plummeted throughout the 
late 1980s. The last confirmed case oc- 
curred in Junin, Peru, in August 1991. 

In 1990 PAHO established the ICCPE 
as an independent commission to over- 
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see regional polio eradication efforts and 
determine when the goal had been 
achieved. In early 1994, each country 
formed an independent national certifi- 
cation commission to evaluate national 
surveillance data and to report to the 
ICCPE whether or not poliovirus trans- 
mission had been interrupted inside the 
country’s boundaries. All the national 
commissions recommended that their 
countries be certified as polio-free. After 
carefully reviewing all the data presented 
by those commissions, the ICCPE con- 
curred. 

Invited to be present for the historic 
announcement were Mr. Brian Atwood, 
Administrator of USAID; Mr. James I’. 

Grant, Executive Director of UNICEF; Mr. 
Bill Huntley, President of Rotary Inter- 
national; the Hon. Diane Marleau, Min- 
ister of Health of Canada; and Mr. Wal- 
demar Wirsig, representing Mr. Enrique 
Iglesias, President of the Inter-American 
Development Bank. Each of the guests 
addressed the Conference, as did Dr. 
Macedo and Dr. Ciro de Quadros, head 
of the Expanded Program on Immuni- 
zation at PAHO. The speakers empha- 
sized that even in the wake of this great 
achievement, it was imperative to bear in 
mind the need for continued vigilance to 
sustain the polio-free status of the Ameri- 
cas until the disease has been eradicated 
worldwide. 

Global Commission on Women’s Health 
Meets in Washington 

The Second Meeting of the Global 
Commission on Women’s Health was held 
at PAHO Headquarters on 3-6 October 
1994. The meeting was organized by the 
WHO Office of the Special Representa- 
tive of the Director-General for Health 
Policy and PAHO’s Regional Program for 
Women, Health, and Development. 

The Global Commission on Women’s 
Health was established in 1993 as an ad- 
visory body to the World Health Orga- 
nization in response to a mandate from 
the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly 
(Resolution WHA45.25). Leaders in pol- 
itics, science, and other professional fields 
from every region of the world partici- 
pate in the Commission, which is com- 
posed of 35 members and alternates. This 
meeting was attended by over 60 partic- 
ipants, including Commission members, 

resources people, observers, and mem- 
bers of the WHO Secretariat. 

The Commission has four objectives: 

l To produce an agenda for action on 
the health of women throughout their 
life cycle, concentrating on seven 
themes that have the greatest impli- 
cations for individual and collective 
development: education, reproduc- 
tive health, violence, lifestyle-related 
health conditions, aging, occupa- 
tional health, and nutrition; 

l To raise awareness among policy 
makers about these life cycle issues, 
which are of critical importance for 
women’s health, by using sex-specific 
data on women’s socioeconomic and 
health conditions; 
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