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In accordance with resolution CSP24.R8 of the XXIV Pan American Sanitary Conference, the
progress report on the organization of the Pan American Conference on Health and the Environment in
Sustainable Human Development (Document SPP24/7, Rev. 1) was examined at the 24th Meeting of the
Subcommittee on Planning and Programming in April 1995. The purpose of the present document is to report
to the 116th Meeting of the Executive Committee on the current state of preparations for the Conference. It
covers the following main points:

- A report on the current state of the country activities in preparation for the Conference that indicates
the situation of the national processes in the participating countries.

- The commitment of the cosponsors with regard to their participation in the preparatory process and in
the Conference (Inter-American Development Bank, International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, and Organization of American States).

The date of the Conference, which by consensus with the cosponsors has been set for 1-3 October
1995.

- The program of the Conference, which includes the objectives, the bases for the preparation of the
program, related aspects, and a pre 'luninary program.

- The preparatory plan of work, up to the time of the Conference, including the pre- and post-
Conference activities and the Conference itseff.

- A pre 'luninary scheme for the Regional Plan of Action that will serve as the basis for the preparation
of the Plan of Action.

A pre 'hminary version of the Pan American Charter, drawn up by the Secretariat, that will serve as
the basis for the preparation of an initial version to be negotiated with the counUies.

In pa'eparing the document, due account has been taken of the agreements signed at the Summit of the
Americas, held in Miami in December 1994.

This progress report is presented to the ll6th Meeting of the Executive Committee for information
purposes only.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At its 24th Meeting, from 5 to 7 April 1995, the Subcommittee on Planning and
Programming reviewed the progress report on the organization of the Pan American
Conference on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human Development
(Document SPP24/7, Rev. 1). The present document, consisting of that report updated
as of I May 1995, is being submitted for the consideration of the Executive Committee.

Current State of the Country Activities in Preparation for the Conference.
PAHO cooperation to the countries for the incorporation of health and the environment
in their national plans of sustainable development promotes and supports the development
of national processes that lead to that end. The first step is a situation analysis, based
on the commitments of Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED), with intersectoral participation. The resulting country
documents will be important inputs for the Pan American Conference on Health and the
Environment in Sustainable Human Development. Eighteen countries will be carrying
out such processes, and the United States of America and Canada have expressed their
interest in contributing to the preparatory process and participating in the Conference.

Ties with the Cosponsors. The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) has
participated in the preparatory meetings and has formally communicated its interest in
participating and cosponsoring the event. The Bank is considering the possibility of
allocating $75,000 in support of the national processes (10 countries), and it is proposing
an allocation of $400,000 as a follow-up to the Summit of the Americas, held in Miami.
The World Bank (IBRD) has confirmed its participation and support and has included the
Conference as an event linked to its annual Conference on Environmentally Sustainable
Development (ESD). The World Bank's support will consist mainly of defraying the
expenses of participants and _ers and other related costs. The OrgoniTation of
American States (OAS), which has the principal responsibility for the monitoring the Plan
of Action of the Summit of the Americas, has confirmed its participation as a cosponsor,
as well as its support, and is urging PAHO to hold the Conference as a part of that
process. The documents emanating from the Conference will serve as inputs for the
Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held in Bolivia in 1996.

Dates of the Conference. Agreement has been reached with the cosponsors that,
for a variety of reasons, the most desirable dates for the Conference would be 1-3
October 1995.

Conference Agenda. The provisional agenda for the Conference has been
revised in _rdance with the observations of the SPP and adjusted to the tentative
dates. The purposes and objectives have been defined, and the preparation of the
agenda has taken into account the participants, the country presentations, political
aspects, and the various sessions.
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Preparations for the Conference. The organizing commission and the executive
secretariat for the realization of the Conference began their efforts on 1 May 1995. The
program of work, which has been adjusted to the new dates and processes under way,
covers the prepaxatory activities, the Conference itseff, and the post-Conference
activities. The program will be adjusted in accordance with the progress that is made.

Regional Plan of Action. Taking into account the experiences gained in the
national processes and other information, a preliminary outline of the Regional Plan of
Action has been prepared. The version of the Plan that will be used to launch the
negotiations with the countries is expected to be ready shortly.

Pan American Charter on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human

Development. A preliminary version has been prepared based on the analysis of several
information sources, the results of meetings, and regional, global, and country-level
documents on the topic of environment and development.

The purpose of the Pan American Charter is to ratify the collective commitments
and def'me the participation of the Governments and society in implementing the
agreements of UNCED-92 and other related events, in order to reach the health and
environmental objectives for sustainable human development. The Charter emphasizes
the shared responsibility of aH, from the individual up to the international organizations,
in order to attain the common goal of protecting health and the environment for the good
of sustainable human development; the 15 policy principles that it proposes provide the
basic support necessary to achieve the desired objectives. In addition, it defines the
strategies for environmental management and protection that will contribute to health and
thus, to sustainable human development, and identifies the common priorities in health
and the environment that must be addressed. Finally, it calls upon the Governments to
implement National Plans of Action in order to deal with health and environmental
problems and help to ensure sustainable development, and it requests the technical and
financial cooperation agencies to carry out the necessary actions in support of the
countries.

The purpose of the present document is to report to the Executive Committee on
the current state of the Conference preparations.
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1. Background

In accordance with resolution CSP24.R8 of the XXIV Pan American Sanitary
Conference, the Subcommittee on Planning and Programming considered the progress
report on the organization of the Pan American Conference on Health and the
Environment in Sustainable Human Development (Document SPP24/7, Rev. 1)at its 24th
Meeting, held 5-7 April 1995. The report on the progress made in the countries and the
preparations for the Conference, updated as of I May 1995, is being submitted for the
consideration of the Executive Committee.

The report also considers the implications of the Summit of the Americas, held
in Miami 9-11 December 1994 and attended by 34 heads of State who jointly signed a
Declaration of Principles, Pact for Prosperity: Democracy, Free Trade, and Sustainable
Development in the Americas, as well as a Plan of Action.

Both the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action of the Miami Summit
are of great importance for PAl-lO. They urge the Organization of American States
(OAS) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to provide assistance to the
countries, with strong support from the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (E_LAC), and other
subregional integration organizations.

The Plan of Action of the Miami Summit calls for meetings of ministers and other
high officials, notably a Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held in Bolivia in
1996. This conference will provide a new opportunity for the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean to discuss health, the environment, and sustainable human
development in order to ensure that these aspects are appropriately incorporated into the
context of sustainable development.

The present report summarizes the progress achieved in the preparations for the
Conference at the country level, the agreements reached at the Summit of the Americas,
and some suggestions from the cosponsors to ensure that the Pan American Conference
on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human Development will be able to assist
the countries in obtaining the best possible results in their search for sustainable
development.

2. Current Status of National Preparations for the Conference

With the approval of resolution CD36.R13 of the XXXVI Meeting of the
Directing Council in September 1992, the Organization intensified the support given to
the countries in accordance with the strategy of Health for All by the Year 2000 and the
commitment to implement Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment
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and Development (UNCED). hi this regard, it directed its efforts toward promoting the
active participation of the health sector in mapping out national plans for sustainable
development.

With this in mind, PAltO designed a methodological strategy whose purpose was
to carry out support activities and to facilitate national situational analyses. Employing
intersectoral participation that will help integrate the various sectors linked with health
and the environment, the aim is to ensure that the needs of these sectors will be
incorporated into national plans of action for sustainable development, in accordance with
the recommendations of Agenda 21.

The methodological strategy of the first phase, up to preparation of the country
document, includes the preparatory activities at the country level, beginning with
meetings between PAHO and the ministries of health, consultations with the principal
sectors, establishment or reactivation of a high-level intersectoral commission, and the
formation of a working group to consider the joint commitments of Agenda 21 with
regard to health and the environment; to analyze the national sectoral plans, programs,
and important projects from the health and environment stanctpoint; to identify any
omissions or necessary complements and requirements with regard to the proposals
contained in Agenda 21; and to draft a preliminary document on the component of health
and the environment in sustainable development, with recommendations for action. This
document will then be submitted for intersectoral technical discussion; to a seminar for
the sectors involved, nongovernmental organi?ations (NGOs), universities, and other
concerned institutions; to official consultations at the political decision-making levels on
the viability of including the component of health and environment in sustainable
development plans; and, fmaliy, to a national conference. Figure 1 shows the three
principal aspects of the methodological strategy.

Figu_ 1

Methodological Strategy for Preparation of the Country Documents
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The country documents will constitute major contributions to the Pan American
Conference on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human Development and will
be utilized in preparing the regional plan of action, thereby facilitating the formulation
of national plans of action. The regional plan of action will also provide guidelines for
financial and technical international cooperation, bilateral cooperation, and cooperation
provided by NGOs and other organizations.

Most of the countries in the Region are developing national processes to include
health and the environment in their national plans for sustainable development. The
support provided by PAHO/WHO to the countries has taken various forms, such as
production of orientation materials, provision of reference materials, and support for the
hiring of consultants for the preparation of preliminary documents. In some countries,
depending on the particular circumstances, the process and the discussions are conducted
jointly with or are included in discussions conducted by UNDP, IDB, or IBRD (National
Environmental Action Plan).

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, and Mexico have received financing for
their national processes. The IDB has shown an interest in supporting these processes
through financing cooperation provided by the Netherlands for Barbados, Bolivia, Costa
Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Peru, and
Venezuela. Two countries, Barbados and Guatemala, have benefited from UNDP/WHO
cooperation.

Canada and the United States have offered theft cooperation and experience,
particularly in the Conference preparations, and have expressed their desire to participate
actively in the event.

The Central American countries are considering holding a meeting preparatory
to the Pan American Conference on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human

Development in August 1995, with a view to formulating common positions to be
presented at the Pan American Conference.

As a result of the national preparations, as of 7 February 1995, PAHO's Division
of Health and Environment (HEP) had received progress reports on the national activities
of 23 countries. Permanent working groups had been formed in 16 countries, and
meetings on the topic had been held in 23 countries. In 18 of these countries preliminary
reports and documents had been prepared, including five countries that had completed
the country documents. These documents will also constitute the basis for the
preparation of national plans of action in a second phase, and it is anticipated that those
plans will become part of the national reports to the meeting of the United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1997 that will examine the progress achieved
in implementing Agenda 21, as indicated in Figure 2.
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Figure 2
i

PREPARATION AND INCORPORATION OF THE

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT COMPONENT IN THE NATIONAL PLANS
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT {HESD)

CSD COPASAD SSD ECOSOC HFA 2000

1994---· ...... 1995 ........ Y--- 1996 ...... · .... 1997 ..... ·--/ /---

Preparation of the HESD
component in the countries

Modifications of the HESD, incorporation in
National Plans for Sustainable Development
and execution of the plans

Execution, monitoring, evaluation, and
feedback from the HESD

1994- EVALUATION BY THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT (CSD) OF THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE EXECUTION OF THE
AGENDA 21 - SECTORAL GROUPS: HEALTH, HUMAN SETTLEMENTS, FRESH
WATER, TOXIC CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES, SOLID WASTE, AND HAZARDOUS
WASTE

1995 - PAN AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT IN SUSTAINABLE
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT ICOPASAD)

1996 - SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT {SSD) BOLIVIA

1997 - PRESENTATION OF PROGRESS IN THE EXECUTION OF AGENDA 21 TO THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

2000- HEALTH FOR ALL (HFA)

[ i iii ii i i i

The status of the countries to date is summarized in Table 1.

Although the Conference on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human
Development is important in itseff, it is essentially a component of the Organization's
cooperation strategy for the implementation of resolution CD36.R13, whose principal
objective is to strengthen national processes for the incorgx)ration of health and the
environment in sustainable human development into national plans for sustainable

development, thereby contributing to national and 'international follow-up of UNCED.

3. Ties with the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the
Organization of American States

Inter-American Development Bank. The IDB has formally confirmed its interest
in the Conference, which is consistent with the mandates of its governing bodies, and has
designated its representative, who is already serving on the Organizing Committee. The
sum of $75,000 is being negotiated through the Netherlands Eavironmental Technical
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Table 1

Activities Carried Out under the National Processes to April 1995

i i i mm

Seeond
Firstphase plm_

Countries Formed Preli-
working Meetings mi National Country National

r_nar_ Conf_ _mt plans_u? m i i iiii

Ar2entina A x A A X

Bahamas

Barbados_ x x x x x

Belize _ x

Bolivia

Brazil _ x

Chile X

Colombia _ _ x

Costa Pica x

Cub_ x ,i

Dominican x x
Reoublic

Ecuador A A x A x

El Salvador x

G_l_mala _ A x x

Honduras A A

Jamaica x x

Mexic_ , A x x x A ,

Ni__ A x x

Panama x x

P_v A x x

Perg A , A x ,

Surinam_ x A A .....

Trinid*d and x x x
Tobnzo

Umm_y x x ,

Venezuela x X i

' Barbados coordinates the preparations for the Pan Americ_ Confereace on Health and Environment
in Smmdnable Human Development in Dominica, St. Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Gremdines, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Gremula, Antigua and Barbuda.
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Cooperation Trust Fund in the IDB to support the national preparations in 10 countries
of the Region (already mentioned). In addition, the IDB's Department of Social
Programs and Sustainable Development has included the Pan American Conference on
Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human Development as part of the follow-up
of the Summit of the Americas, held in Miami in December 1994, and is proposing a
budget of $400,000 to the IDB Board of Executive Directors in support of activities
related to this event.

Worm Bank. The IBRD has confmned its interest in the Conference as an

important event associated with its Annual Conference on Environment and Sustainable
Development. Its support to the Conference will be effected through the f'mancing of
participants, the participation of certain speakers, and other related expenditures. The
IBRD has also named its representative to the Organizing Committee. The IBRD is
organizing and collaborating with environmental and financial sector authorities in several
events related to the theme of the Conference, which will be held during late September
and October 1995. The Bank has proposed that the dates be set so that the ministers and
authorities attending other meetings, including those associated with the Earth
Council/World Bank/UNDP, that of the Multinational Financial Institutions on
Environmental Protection, as well as the Third World Bank Annual ESD Conference on
"Effective Financing of Environmentally Sustainable Development," and the Annual
Meeting of the IBRD Assembly, can participate.

Organization of American States. The OAS has indicated its interest in
cosponsoring and participating actively in the Conference and has also named its
representative to the Organizing Committee. As the principal organization responsible
for following up the decisions of the Summit of the Americas, the OAS is recommending
to the countries and the specialized agencies of the system that spec'_ meetings be
held on related topics prior to the Summit on Sustainable Development (Bolivia 1996)
and is urging PAHO to hold the Pan American Conference on Health and the
Environment in Sustainable Human Development as a part of this process. Once
approved, the Pan American Charter, the Regional Plan of Action, and the other
documents emanating from the Conference will represent important contributions to the
Summit in Bolivia. In support of this effort, the OAS will call upon its Committee on
the Environment to collaborate actively with PAl-lO, placing the entire infrastructure of
its diplomatic service at the disposal of the Organization to assist in the organization of
the Pan American Conference.

Furthermore, contacts are being maintained with other international, regional, and
nongovernmental organizations to encourage them to participate in the Conference.
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4. Conference Dates

In the opinion of the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the
Organization of American States, the most suitable dates for holding the Pan American
Conference on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human Development would
be 1-3 October 1995. This date has been adopted, since it would facilitate the
participation of ministers who will be attending meetings scheduled by PAHO, the World
Bank, and the Inter-American Development Bank in which other prominent individuals
will also be participating.

5. Conference Agenda'

The provisional agenda of the conference has been reviewed and modified in
accordance with the observations made by the Subcommittee on Planning and
Programming and with the tentative dates proposed for the Conference. Various
alternatives with several hypothetical timetables have been examined in determining the
preliminary design of the Conference. The final agenda will be prepared jointly with the
cosponsors. The provisional agenda was prepared taking into account the following
considerations:

5.1 General Considerations

5.1.1 Purposes of the Conference

a) To underscore the relationships between health and the environment in sustainable
human development and to generate a suitable level of knowledge about these
relationships, their causes, and their effects in order to ensure that they are
accorded proper consideration in tlie national plans for sustainable development.

b) To formulate and adopt, subsequent to discussion with the Member States, a set
of policies, strategies, and actions of common interest aimed at facilitating
compliance with the commitments assumed in UNCED 92 (Rio de Janeiro, 1992)
and the Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994) to satisfy the health and
environmental needs of the peoples in the Region.

c) To formulate and orient cooperation activities in health and the environment in
support of national efforts aimed at sustainable development.

5.1.2 Specific Objectives of the Conference

a) To suggest mechanisms to integrate social policies and policies for sustainable
human development that will assist in dealing effectively with the social crisis and
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poverty, promote health and the environment, and take into account new regional
realities and the integration of countries and markets.

b) To adopt the Pan American Charter as a guide for integrated actions to promote
and protect health and the environment in sustainable human development.

c) To adopt a Regional Plan of Action on Health and the Environment in Sustainable
Human Development in support of the Member States that will respond to their
priorities and the commitments detailed in Agenda 21, including the needs for
information on specific sectors, in a cooperative and collaborative effort between
countries and international, bilateral, nongovernmental, and other organizations.

d) To promote the participation of a greater number of institutions, sectors, and
governments in the Regional Plan for Investment in the Environment and Health
(PLa,S).

e) To formulate new guidelines for international technical and financial cooperation,
facilitating integrated action on topics that affect the health of the peoples of the
Region.

5.1.3 TheParticipants

a) The country participants will be the ministers of health, the environment, and
development (public works, economy, planning, finance), representatives of the
ministries of foreign affairs, and secretaries of the respective sectors;

b) Invitations will be extended to international organizations, bilateral and
multilateral agencies, and NOOs.

c) Also invited will be lawmakers (PARLATINO) and organizations representing
entrepreneurs, universities, and others.

d) It is estimated that 200 participants will attend, 120 as representatives of the
countries, 50 representing international and bilateral cooperation organizations,
and 30 representing other sectors.

5.1.4 Presentan'ons by the Countries

a) Presentations will be given by one country per subregion. For this purpose,
countries that have made the most progress in their national processes will be
selected.
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b) The presentations should be geared toward describing the efforts and activities of
the country or those it has programmed in order to comply with the commitments
made, rather than the country diagnosis or situation, since this information will
be contained in the country report.

c) The national repons should be reproduced by each of the countries for
distribution during the Conference.

5.1.5 Polin'cal Aspects of the lnitiative

a) The high level aimed at in this Conference requires the participation of ministers
from three sectors of government in order enhance the intersectoral nature of the
objectives of the event.

b) In order to emphasize the intersectoral nature of the Conference, the participation
of ministers has been progtmnmed in special panels that cover three topics under
discussion. The proposal includes three panels--health, the environment, and
economic development--with the participation of the ministers of some of the
countries.

c) A panel has also been programmed to provide the opportunity for the participation
of other sectors of society, such as hwmakers, entrepreneurs, universities, and
NGOs, and another panel has been programmed for international organizations.
There will also be a panel on the vision of the future.

d) The Conference is linked to development initiatives, such as the follow-up of
Agenda 21 and the Summit of the Americas, using specific references and
detailing other considerations from the standpoint of health and environment, and
taking into account the creation of a free trade area in the Americas.

e) The Conference is designed to:

- encourage all the countries to be heard through their accredited
representatives;

- provide the participants with a clear vision of the topic, and of its economic,
social, and political implications;

- undertake commitments with the Pan American Charter and the Plan of

Action;
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- publicize its achievements through the dissemination of specific information
that links the topics discussed to their economic and social repercussions.

5.2 Provisional Agenda

The provisional agenda includes an opening ceremony on Sunday, 1 October
1995, at 5:00 p.m., with an opening address, and the ceremony to sign the Pan American
Charter on Tuesday, 3 October at 5:15 p.m., which will also include a speech by a
prominent individual.

In addition to the two _ial sessions, plans call for the six panels already
indicated, a session for the presentation of the Pan American Charter and the Plan of
Action, and three sessions for the presentation of selected case studies of the national
processes, one from each subregion.

The panels will discuss the views of the three sectors--health, environment, and
development--on the processes under way and the challenges of contributing to
sustainable human development. The members of the panels will be mainly the ministers
of the three sectors.

6. Plan of Work for the Technical and Administrative Preparations for the
Conference

The complexity and importance of the Conference and of the entire process
involved in its preparation, realization, and follow-up requires an infrastructure consisting
of an Organizing Committee, made up of representatives of PAHO, the cosponsors, and
special guests, and an executive secretariat.

The Organizing Committee, consisting of representatives from the Inter-American
Development Bank, the World Bank, the Organization of American States, and the Pan
American Health Organization, will be responsible for studying and selecting the
discussion topics for the Conference and its political, technical, operational,
administrative, and financial aspects. The first formal meeting of the Organizing
Committee was held on I May, and a schedule for subsequent meetings was drawn up.

The executive secretariat began its activities on 1 May and is housed in PAHO's
Division of Health and Environment.

A tentative schedule has been drawn up for the organization and holding of the
Conference, including the pre- and post-event activities. The schedule takes into account
the activities that have already been carried out, the pending activities, and the time
available.
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7. Regional Plan of Action on Health and the Environment in Sustainable
Human Development

In the fwst phase of support to the countries, PAHO has concentrated on
promoting the commitments made in Agenda 21 and cc)operating in examining them as
they relate to national plans and programs and the determination of managerial capacity
in the field of health and the environment. The purpose is to identify lacunae and the
capacity required to defme problems, priorities, and areas requiring intervention. These
processes include the formation of high-level intersectoral groups and the carrying out
of intersectoral consultations at several levels.

The analyses and recommendations included in the country documents in the fwst
phase, together with other related information, will serve as the basis for identifying
issues common to the countries to be considered in the preparation of the Regional Plan
of Action on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human Development. It is
anticipated that this effort will strengthen and serve as a guide in the preparation of the
National Plans of Action on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human

Development. Likewise, in view of the experience gained in the fu'st phase, the
preliminary structure has been formulated for the Regional Plan of Action, in which the
basic components have been identified. It is anticipated that by May 1995, with
additional information from the countries that finish their fwst-phase documents, a
sufficiently complete version of the Regional Plan of Action will be available. The
preliminary structure for the preparation of the Regional Plan of Action is as follows:

Section 1 Frame of Reference for Action Related to Health and the

Environment in Sustainable Human Development

Chapter 1 Toward health for all.

Chapter 2 Long-term objectives for health and the environment in sustainable
human development.

Chapter 3 A new approach to environmental health.

Section 2 National Planning for Health and the Environment in Sustainable
Human Development

Chapter 1 Introduction.

Chapter 2 Institutional framework.
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Chapter 3 Policy instruments.
The principal policy instruments include: information systems on health
and the environment--environmental monitoring and surveillance of
health, evaluation of environmental risks for health, control measures,
economic and fiscal instruments, enviromnental health services, training
of professionals and education in health and the environment, public
information and mass communication, and research and technological
development.

Chapter 4 Priorities for the prevention and control of environmental risks.
The principal priorities identified include: access to water supply, water
quality, collection and disposal of wastewater and excreta, air quality,
food safety and quality, household and industrial waste, hazardous waste,
chemical substances in the environment, exposure to ionizing and
non-ionizing radiation, and natural disasters and technological and
nuclear accidents.

Chapter 5 Human settlements and work environments.
This chapter will address urban and rural problems and the development
of occupational health and safety services.

Chapter 6 The role of the economic sectors.
The main sectors to be considered are water resources, industry, energy,
transportation, agriculture and livestock raising, tourism, and mining.

Section 3 International Action

Chapter 1 Introduction.

Chapter 2 Priority areas for international action.

Chapter 3 Execution mechanisms.

8. Pan American Charter on Health and the Environment in Sustainable Human

Development

A preliminary version of the Pan American Charter on Health and the
Environment in Sustainable Human Development has been prepared on the basis of
several sources, including the conclusions of important regional meetings, documents of
international, regional, subregional, and national organizations related to the topic, and
documents from other regions.
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The structure of the Pan American Charter includes the six chapters referred to
below, which together provide specific orientations designed to serve regional concerns
with regard to health and the environment in sustainable human development.

The six chapters axe as follows:

Preamble. The purpose of the Pan American Charter is to ratify the joint
commitments of the governments and society and characterize their participation in
implementing the agreements of UNCED-92 and other related events in order to attain
the health and environmental objectives in sustainable human development.

Rights and Responsibilities. The Charter emphasizes the shared responsibility of
all, from the individual up to the international organizations in order to attain the
common goal of protecting health and the environment for the good of sus_inable human
development.

Policy Principles. The 15 policy principles are the basic support necessary to
achieve the desired objectives.

Strategic Elements. The Charter outlines the environmental management
strategies required for achieving health and protection of the environment.

Pfforities. The Charter sets forth the common basic health and environmental

priorities that must met in order to lay the groundwork for achieving sustainable human
development.

Outlook. The Charter calls upon the governments to implement national plans of
action as a means of managing health and environmental problems and ensuring
sustainable development. Technical and financial cooperation organizations are also
requested to carry out whatever actions may be required to support the countries.

Once approved by the Conference, both the Charter and the Plan of Action will
become part of the preparations for the Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held
in Bolivia in 1996, in order to strengthen the components of health and the environment
in sustainable development.


