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CONSTITUTION OF THE PAN AMERICAN SANITARY 
ORGANIZATION* 

PREAMBLE 

Progress in the sciences of public health and medicine together with 
new and wider concepts of the responsibilities of governments in matters 
of health make it essential to broaden the scope of international health 
work in the Western Hemisphere and to develop and strengthen the 
Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau in order that it may be able to carry out 
fully the obhgations imposed by this progress. 

Acting in accordance with the Final Act of the XII Pan Ameritan 
Sanitary Conference, the Directing Council hereby adopts the following 
Constitution for the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization. 

CHAPTER 1 
THE ORGANIZATION 

Article 1: Purposes: The fundamental purposes of the Pan Ameritan 
Sanitary Organization shaI1 be to promote and coordinate efforts of the 
Countries of the Western Hemisphere to combat disease, lengthen hfe, 
and promote the physica1 and mental health of the people. 

Ar$icIe 2 : Membership: 
A. The Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization is at present composed 

of the twenty-one Ameritan Republics. All self-governing nations of 
the Western Hemisphere are entitled to membership in the Pan Ameritan 
Sanitary Organization. 

B. Territories or groups of territories within the Western Hemisphere 
which are not responsible for the conduct of their international relations 
shall have the right to be represented and to participate in the Organiza- 
tion. The nature and extent of the rights and obligations of these terri- 
tories or groups of territories in the Organization shah be determined in 
each case by the Directing Council after consultation mith the Govern- 

* OfEcial translation of the Text approved during the Plenary Session, 
October 1, 1947. 
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ment or other authorities having responsibility for their international 
relations. It is understood that Member Governments having under 
their jurisdiction subordinate territories and peoples within the Western 
Hemisphere will apply the provisions of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary 
Code and of this Constitution to such territories and peoples. 

Article 3: Orguns: The Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization shall 
comprise : 

1. The Pan Ameritan Sanitary Conference (hereinafter called the 
Conference) ; 

2. The Directing Council (hereinafter called the Council) ; 
3. The Executive Committee of the Directing Council (hereinafter 

called the Executive Committee) ; and 
4. The Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau. 

CHAPTER II 

THE CONFERENCE 

Article 4: Functions: 
A. The Conference shall be the supreme governing authority of the 

Organization. 
B. The Conference shall determine the general policies of the Organ- 

ization, including financia1 policy, and shall instruct, as deemed proper, 
the Directing Council, the Executive Committee and the Director of 
the Bureau with respect to any matter within the scope of the Organi- 
zation. 

C!. The Conference, when it deems necessary, may delegate any of its 
functions to the Directing Council which will execute them on behalf of 
the Conference during intervals between meetings of the Conference. 

D. The Conference shall serve as a forum for the interchange of in- 
formation and ideas relating to the prevention of disease, the promotion, 
preservation and restoration of mental and physical health, and the ad- 
vancement of socio-medical measures and facilities for the prevention 
and treatment of physical and mental diseases in the Western Hemis- 
phere. 

E. The Conference shall elect the Director of the Pan Ameritan 
Sanitary Bureau by a two-thirds vote of the countries represented and 
with the right to vote. In case of the resignation, incapacity or death of 
the Director, between meetings of the Conference, the Directing Council 
shall elect a Director who shall act ad interim. 

Article 5 : Composition: 
A. The Conference shall be composed of delegates of Member Gov- 

ernments of the Organization and of any other territories or groups of 
territories to which the right of representation has been extended in 
accordance with Article 2, Paragraph B, of the Constitution. 

B. Each Government shall be represented by not more than three 
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delegates, one of whom sJraJl be designated by the respective Member 
Government as Chief Delegate. Delegates may have alternates and 
advisors. Delegates seIected by the respective Member Governments 
should include speciahsts in pubhc health, preferably officials of na- 
tional public health services. 

Article 6: V&zg: 
A. Each Member Government officially represented at the Conference 

shall have the right to one vote. The participating territories or groups 
of territories officially represented at the Conference shall enjoy the 
prerogatives established under Article 2, Paragraph B. 

B. Motions shall be considered adopted when they have obtained the 
affirmative vote of a majority of the participating Governments en- 
titled to vote which are represented and voting at the meeting where the 
vote is taken, except when the Conference may decide otherwise. Any 
representative may make reservations or abstain from voting. 

Article 7: &&&ngs: 
A. The Conference shall normally meet once in four years in the 

country determined by its immediately preceding meeting, on a date 
fixed by the host Government after consultation with the Director. No 
two successive meetings of the Conference shall be held in the same 
country. 

B. At least one year in advance of the date of the quadrennial meet- 
mg of the Conference, the Government of the country in which the Con- 
ference is to meet shall appoint a committee to cooperate with the Pan 
Ameritan Sanitary Bureau in organizing the meeting. 

C. At least three months prior to the convening of the Conference, 
the Director shaJJ submit to the participating Governments a compre- 
hensive Report on the progress of the Organization since the Iast meeting 
of the Conference. 

D. The agenda for the meeting of the Conference shall be prepsred 
by the Director and approved in advance by the Executive Committee. 
The Conference may adopt additions to or modifications of the agenda 
in accordance with its own rules of procedure. 

E. Each participating Government shall pay the expenses of its repre- 
sentatives to each meeting of the Conference. The Pan Ameritan Sani- 
tary Bureau shalJ pay the expenses of its personnel attending the meet- 
ings. 

F. The Conference shall elect its own officers and shaJl adopt its own 
rules of procedure. 

G. W’hen the Executive Committee has approved the agenda for any 
meeting of the Conference, a copy of the agenda shall be sent to the 
Director General of the World Health Organization. Representatives 
of the World Health Organization are entitled to participate, without 
vote, in the meetings of the Conference. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE COUNCIL 

Article 8 : Functions: 
A. The Council shall perform those functions delegated to it by the 

Conference, shall act on its behalf between meetings of the Conference, 
and shall carry out the decisions and policies of the Conference, 

B. Whenever the post of Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary 
Bureau becomes vacant, the Council shall elect an ad interim Director 
in accordance with Article 4, Paragraph E. 

C. The Council shall review the annual reports of the Chairman of 
the Executive Committee and of the Director of the Pan Ameritan Sani- 
tary Bureau. 

D. The Council shall review and approve the annual budget of the 
Organization. 

E. The Council shall submit an annual report to the participating 
Governments. 

F. The Council may provide for the establishment of such branch 
offices as it or the Conference may deem necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the Organization. 

Article 9 : Composition: 
A. The Council shall be composed of one representative from each 

Member Government of the Organixation, and one representative from 
each territory or group of territories to which the right of representation 
in the Organization has been extended under Article 2, Paragraph B, 
of this Constitution. The representatives selected by each of the par- 
ticipating Governments shall be chosen from among specialists in public 
health, preferably officials of the national health services. Each repre- 
sentative may be accompanied by alternates or advisers. 

B. Each Member Government officially represented on the Council 
shall have one vote. Other participating Governments officially repre- 
sented on the Council shall enjoy the privileges established under Ar- 
ticle 2, Paragraph B. 

. 

C. Motions shall be considered adopted when they have received 
the affirmative vote of the majority of the participating Governments 
entitled to vote, which are represented and present at the moment when 
the vote is taken, except when the Council decides otherwise. 

D. The Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall be an 
ez-oficio member of the Council without the right to vote. 

Article 10: Meetings: 
A. The Council shall meet normally at least once each year. Each 

Government shall pay the expenses of its representative. 
B. The agenda for the meeting of the Council shall be prepared in 

advance by the Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau and 
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approved by the Executive Committee. Additions or modifications of 
the agenda may be adopted by the Cormcil in accordance with its own 
rules of procedure. - 

C. The Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall inform 
the World Health Organization or its Interim Commission of the agenda 
to be discussed at the meetings of the Council. Representatives of the 
World Health Organization are entitIed to participate, without vote, 
in the meetings of the Council. 

Article ll: Ofiers and Rules of Procedure: 
The Council shall eIect its own officers and sha adopt its own rules of 

procedure. 

CHAPXVR IV 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Article 12: Funct~ons: 
The functions of the Executive Committee shall be: 
A. To authorize the Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau 

to convoke meetings of the Council. 
B. To approve the agenda of meetings of the Conference and of the 

Council. 
C. To prepare with the cooperation of the Director of the Pan Amer- 

ican Sanitary Bureau a proposed budget for consideration by the 
Council. 

D. To advise the Council regarding matters referred to the Executive 
Committee by that body, or on its own initiative, regarding other 
matters relating to the activities of the Council or of the Pan Ameritan 
Sanitary Bureau. 

E. To carry out such other duties as may be authorized by the 
Council. 

Article 13 : Composition: 
A. The Executive Committee sha be composed of seven Member 

Governments elected by the Council for overlapping terms of three 
years. Each of the elected gòvernments shall be entitIed to designate 

ai one representative to the Executive Committee and in addition as many 
alternates and advisers as it deems necessary. A Member Government 
shaII not be eligible for reelection to the Executive Committee until one 
year has elapsed. 

B. Member Governments not represented on the Executive Commit- 
tee may, at their own expense, send observers who may, in accordance 
with the roles of procedure of the Executive Committee, participate 
without vote in the proceedings of the Executive Committee. 

Article 14: Meetings: 
A. The Executive Committee shaI1 meet with due advance notice at 

lea& every six months or whenever a meeting is called by the Director 
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of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, ,,or upon request of at least 
three Member Governments. One of these meetings may be held at 
the time and place of the annual meeting of the Council. 

B. The expenses of the representatives to the Executive Committee 
attending meetings concurrent mith, immediately preceding or imme- 
diately following those of the Directing Council, shall be borne by 
Member Governments. Expenses of representatives to other meetings 
of the Executive Committee, or, in the event that any representative is 
unable to attend, of an alternate, shall be paid by the Pan Ameritan 
Sanitary Bureau. 

Article 15: Oficers: 
At each meeting the Executive Committee shall elect its own officers 

from among representatives present. 
Article 16: Rules of Procedure: 
The Executive Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure. 

CHAPTER V 

THE PAN AMERICAN SANITARY BUREAU 

Article 17 : Functions: 
The duties and functions of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall 

be those specified in the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Code, and those which 
are assigned in the future by the Conference or the Council in fulfillment 
of the purposes expressed in Article 1 of this Constitution. 

Article 18: Admkistration: 
A. The Pan American Sanitaly Bureau sha have a Director desig- 

nated in accordance with the provisions of Article 4, paragraph E. In 
the event of ihe resignation, incapacity or death of the Director, the 
Assistant Director shall assume his duties until the next meeting of the 
Council. 

B. The Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall have an Assistant Direc- 
tor and a Secretary General appointed by the Director with the approval 
of the Executive Committee. The Director shall also appoint al1 
other personnel of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau. Al1 appoint- 
ments shall be in accordance with the Rules and Regulations adopted 
by the Council. These Rules and Regulations shall specify the condi- 
tions governing the selection of personnel competent to carry out the 
duties entrusted to the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau. Whenever 
possible, the widest geographic distribution shall be followed in regard 
to the recruiting of the personnel. 

C. The Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall create 
in the central Office and its branches, such sections as are deemed neces- 
sary in order to carry out the program of health activities authorized 
by the Organization. 
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Article 19: InWnatZonaì Character of the Personnel: 
A. No member of the staff of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau may 

act as a representative of any Government. 
B. In the performance of their duties, the Director and al1 person- 

nel of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau shall not seek nor receive in- 
structions from any government or from any authority externa1 to the 
Pan Ameritan Sanitary Organization. They shall refrain from any 
action which is incompatible with their position as International Officers. 
Each Member Government on its part, shall undertake to respect the 
exclusively international character of the Director and the personnel and 
shall not seek to influente them, 

Article 20 : Technical CommissZons: 
The Director of the Pan Ameritan Sanitary Bureau may appoint such 

permanent technical commissions as are authoriaed by the Conference 
or the Council, as well as such non-permanent technical commissions as 
are authorized by the Conference,by the Council, or by the Executive 
Committee. 

CJUPTER VI 

BUDGET 

Article 21: RnanciaE obligations of the Governments: 
A. The Pan Americen Sanitary Organization shall be financed by 

contributions from Member Governments. 
B. Each Member Government, after approval of the quota determined 

by the Council, shall make its regular annual contribution. 
C. Member Governments may make contributions for general ex- 

penses and extraordinary contributions for specific purposes, in addition 
to their regular amura1 quota contributions. 

D. The non-self-governing territories that participate in the Organ- 
ization may contribute on the same terms established for the Member 
Governments. 

Article 22: Donations: 
The Council, the Executive Committee or the Director may accept 

and administer donations and bequests madc to the Organization 
provided ‘that any conditions attached to such donations or bequests 
are consistent with the purposes and policies of the Organization. 

CHAPTER VII 

RELATIONS 

Article 23: The Council may make suitable arrangements for consul- 
tation and cooperation mith other organizations having interest in or 
relation to public health, and to this end may conclude special agree- 
ments with such organizations. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

MODIPICATIONS 

Article 24: Revisiom of the Pan Ameritan Saniturg Code: 
A. The Director of the Bureau shall prepare periodic revisions of the 

Pan Ameritan Sanitary Code in accordance with general needs and 
policies determined by the Conference or the Council. 

B. Such revisions shall be reviewed by the Executive Committee atid 
submitt,ed to the Conference or Council for approval. 

C. Such revisions shall be submitted to participating Governments 
for appropriate action as recommendations of the Conference, or the 
Council. 

Article 25: Amendments to the Constitution: 
The Conference or the Directing Council may approve and put int,o 

forte, in accordance with policies which they may determine, amend- 
menta to this Constitution. 

CHAPTER IX 

VALID ITY 

Article 26: Entry into Forte: 
A. This Constitution shall enter into forte when approved by the 

Council. 
B. The previous Constitution is hereby revoked. 

Penicilina.-Con el fin de aumentar la concentración de penicilina en la sangre 
J. W. Crosson y colaboradores (Jour. Am. Med. Assn., agto. 1947) han utilizado la 
ingestión de la caronamida (4-carboxifenilmetanosulfonanilida) ; droga que pro- 
duce una inhibici6n fisiológica y reversible de la excreci6n de los antibióticos, 
resultando en un aumento de la concentración de esta substancia en el plasma 
sanguíneo. Aconsejan los AA. el empleo de 1.5 a 2 gm de caronamida cada 3 6 4 
horas, administradas simult8neamente con la penicilina, logr&ndose elevar de 2 a 
7 veces el nivel sanguíneo de la droga sin observarse ninguna reacción tóxica. 

Bebidas alcohblicns.-Se compara el valor en calorías del vino, la cerveza y la 
sidra, encontr&ndose como promedio, que un litro de cada uno contiene 605,308 a 

583, y 350 a 572 calorías respectivamente. Ninguna de estas bebidas contiene 
vitaminas. Las calorías en el alcohol como en otras substancias, talles como éter o 
cloroformo, no pueden utilizarse fisiológicamente, pues se ha demostrado que la 
acción hipot&mica del alcohol destruye todo su valor calórico. Substrayendo las 
calorlas que se derivan del alcohol contenido en estas bebidas, unlitro de vino daría 
solamente 45, uno de cerveza entre 167 y 232, y uno de sidra entre 143 y 223. Cada 
una de estas bebidas sería mucho m&s nutritiva sin el alcohol.-Quart. Jour. Stud. 
Alcohol, sbre. 1947. 


