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Introduction 

T h e  histoq d u d  is marPred bp vaii- memolarhle eve* w M  
bring both positive 8nd n-tive omixme~ fm the devdoprnent df its 
peoples. By &ihgtbst history we can leatn and pmfit from 5mcesses a0 
well as Mmea. The history of pubic health donp the US.-M- border 
is mctde up of a myriad of events and mechanisms for binatioaal 
daborqtion, one of which is the Field OEce of the Pan h e r i c m  Heat& 
Chg&&on. 'Be purpose of thSs pictorial ac-cwnt is te chronicle h e  
e v ~ o n s f ~ o b a a h h o n t h i s ~ ~ ~ ~ f o n r s i n Q I o n s o m ~ d ~  
in its aevelopma~ and &&lighting the contribntMm made by d.w Pan 
Amexti- Eddh Orgam&on (PARO) dong with its sster Mtwtion, 
the United Stabes-Wco Border Health Assouiation (USMBHA), h t w d  
the bettern~mt of hedth and h e  envimmnent in his +a 

The design and implementatiim of p&%c policies lea* to the 
&pmvmeart ofpublic health is the reason P-0 exists. The mgmktion 
is international and jntergovernmenrai, creaied a regulr of bhe gmat 
gl&&ation of the late nineteenth and e d y  tweatieth centtmk. PBEiO 
rtanaina a product of a cooeciom de&ion on the part of the d e n s  a€& 
Amaicas. The forging republics needed to devise a wag-to work together, 

in synergistic consensus, finding anshoer~ to ch- that tmumeudtd 
natiod bordem. Tn this way, PABO is the concrete manifestation of 
pianedng palicy is ibtem%ional und b d e r  health in what was then 
hwn as the Panamerican Won. 

The d m  ofPAH0, in 1902, mpreaents a miIestone in the fo rmakdon 
ef a policy of joint art and solidarity among nationii, as does the 
d W e n t d t h e  US.-MexicoBorder FiiId Otrice in 1942, at the request 
of bo& cowaies. The Otgakation links need for internal s w d y  
and odBes'ion with the defense of national inrerests in BCBM&S 

inaceash& c o ~ I e x  ~ ~ o t i o  have &doped, mostnotably 
withia&ebimkregion. G l o b a k t h  and iowcde+ae are ever- 
pemwive a& palpable in border citiea, smce rhe:se are the nerve seatam 
where two or m m  countries intdce.  Like a Living orgimism, border 
societies $anarate uew aptme, ripe for exchange, for coexietence and for 
b & E  a spaat which is at once different, mi*, and inhitable. Tbts 
p m e ~ s  of c+ depends as much on nationd ss on local policies and is 

ahca i rn  of spedtic ~ ~ o a i l i c  copdidom as =ell as the historical 
and men e m o t i d  evolution of its popdatioa 



&,&esepwwmes arepleydpuldic he& also .. 

.md be, cca be benin thtrmagdiewt digeatefthe wh& 
&eat upme& fn the h i s t q  of these befiler pp].esI qatw&g - 
than a csntrrrp, are branght to ligh. The volanre alqa bigbl&b@ 
cod- by PA-IIO &i& b g f r t  . h u t  a in bewar of 

and of :society it9eIf. The @an &A& &g.ank&h@ 
h l U & ~ t  f@ 60 kU &s&SCP, On && h d @ ~ ,  b MwBed 
~ ~ o ~ a t i ~ e  effixte af the two na&w and prqmsecf initlativ&. fm 
cmtaib*, to the , d e n  to h d e r  prr,bbos~ $ a~aamtbg hd end 
~tgt6j #c h&,-bm & 4 
& ~ &  the bo& Prno's d o n  af &e u.s..-BTeri~~ Bold'% Ii&tt, . . 

~ ~ 

, . (VSMBHA] rep- a d&&ive.sbep'h the pmpmqtp&Bi:. . ~ 

~ d i n p ~ u b d ~ ~ h e a l t h p m ~ i n b d h  
. . .  
, .~ ~ 

-, The hpndir b t  &t between -h Aggaciatim,. PAHO 4 
w e m i c .  # &~wm dm3 fonai'nerwd* a& .9hmg&m 
p&Ec on the bmder* 

'T& pow fw it js my pleegurt to thw& M ~ c b j r y  , 
-,&# m,wa b,wOtbS prurttad-m o f o u r P ~ ~ ~ s r  
F";eia &d to & OW c&- to .c9ptiafte m the 
& & ~ ~ , ~ & & & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m & $ f j & @  

~ ~ . .. i. +. 
., .~ , ~ ~ ~ . e x c ~ e s n d a ~ ~ n a m o m g t b ~ w b ~  

bap4 d t&-nebie esuea aa well as these who have only reeetd~ . . 
 up^* *., 





SPL1C1*r YEARS QV C m W  TO BOHXB HEbLTk3 - 

Prologue 

Peqle,. natiou.9 and regions undergo evohti6n and 6 & d ~ t i o n  Health b&&h ~UfWBEA) to& eaua#t ofhealth n thishtemai5onal 
~ ~ ~ i n ~ s t b a t P a s a r ~ ~ . s o ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  ~ ~ Z & ~ t o b i g b l i g h t t h e ~ d ~ m e a a w i w o m a n ~ o  ~ ~ ~~ 

n o t b . m k ~ : o r e x , t e m a I ~ : f o l w h i o b ~ ~ ~ j ~  ~ ~ ~ d e d ~ w a n d h d w ~ b a ~ e h a o e d t h i s ~ e r  
to end which &,we evoh&uuy chap. H t& gmp& c l & t v  bee jttm a model of 1-1 in the field of public b&i~ The 
enhoxed to remptme th:- events. and moments &I wbi& have n e w ~ ~ c . ~ ~ ,  p3Mtqpq.h and fmm d e d  hem h o P i a r e s e  
d o b d  rhr: muraeofp&a he& dosgthe Uni t4  ~ e s - ~ & ~ o ~ .  to ihe &arts of t w 6 i t s ~ ~ e n n i r i e s  ta achieve solidad@ in Jdb~ 
Thus ~ikshaM h o w l i v i B g m m ~  hsvedutugdh+the-~%e healthy MW aettiqp far h , p w i q  population that W i t s  &., the 
a f v h W a n a l . -  i n i t $ ~ ~ ~ s f ~ b ~ ~ ~ d  oqad  4slrtrolid'g dmst mmpb a d  w e  border. 
of disease, tb.e improvement of the envi~omient, enhaciag the 
diwdw&en diaformaton and public educatfon W &I ~t&hnoEogicaJ 9I'kiie War& w& displays ehmnohgwally orrrforra erentg in the stmy of 
advances through research andpmgrese in the Md 6f public health. bo& and p&cufar:&e d o h  of the Orgarbtion dedicated 

-qg&&#:&dgtr&,+gm~- . .. . to protect the h d t b  
The &n Bglsriam He&& f$rp&&Dn (PmQ.), &j d . , .- of Pegtoa, 
e e n t d  (W)2-2002], has . d e d  BttentMn to 
to. p&gc hesltb throughout the Americas. n dtpcnsses the oo-m of p+s in the 
creation of a Eeld mw for the US.- oontiztenl~ and s u b m q a d y  
first branch may from ib b m e  

the ways inwhich b d e r  
h&~pageswewi&notorilyto of-eS&-- 
of thePreR0 Field .OfFiwandi~ aiatet 



which h since W ,  become the &O for concerted *ti011 among 
b&i p M o n  entitiex in both oo&bs, sirmgthefmd by the for~ation 
of the USMEHA. 

!%crm;lgtlxe hew- ofPAWOaadita W e r  PkldiXfimialio 
wap dpees. b w t  a- ma& 6tfie U.&-M&cb 
H d t h  Asa&aaidn, which w@ bom ef P&HO and .has been f~w 
-~aa htK .pars PPAHO to it's, p m  atate. auls, p i c m a  
~ ~ t l y ~ ~ t h e d a m t a l ~ o f t h e U s k d B B a m d  
f,h tfia j* by Jr& ina~tuti&, q t @ h  of 
:d*, %wid eomdinatlon and mb&tion of @d e f h t  
Cbmphgt* -.&d c~*~resOresO~ ti,yard& a- 
of c~nnnorn o*tivee :h rbe s- againrrt @ d the d&&&- 
of*&es & in.-& in he&,. 

S p e o i d m f i o ~  ip givan p Ebe s-d afforts made by pibliobealth 
,& heal& &- teams on b,&, si&,of & M r M O a  fhe= 60 

Webspewmptead&t9ofthSBPolirmedseeraparrofth&km 
mt&?tdi%indx%~ aft&wo&aadv@lt&frridein h&vhgbeena 
p i ~ @ d t b M t a f & ~ ~ . ~  b.kaavhg@ theireon~tianstothe 

df health batre heen well wwth the &st. 

mm ;m,qjq@ 
W, 85. - Hex& Bordm Fietd Office 
P w  Amari~8n H& (hgdmtiw 
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including the seasons, time, diet and Iifestyle. The Apveda pmvides a 
new dimension to the knowledge and practice of health. 

With the Creeks &ere was s@cant progress made in the prevention of 
diseases and particularly with the Corpus Hjppcmtimrm that they left to 
ns, which consists of 60 medical treatises developed during the last five 
decades of the fifth century B.C. Thew include Epidemic I and If that 
were written by Hippocrates himself, the "father of medicinen. The 
Hippocratic Corpus relentl-ly seeked the caw of diseases and the 
ph&iological h& nwponse for administering proper cure nemedies* 
but it also shows his interest in epidemic dise88e9 and plagues and attempts . - 

to d& medicine by ask& such questions as: What makes a pa&n 
ill? Do women get in in the same way that men do? 

The systematic observation of the basic determinants of the health of 
populations is athibuted to Hippocrates (POO B.C.). Words such as 
''epidemic" and "endemic" are used for the fvst time in his treatise on 
"Air, Waters a d  Places". 

Until this period the struggle had been more oriented toward finding out 
meal ~oene ofthe work of Galen (13~201 AD.). Printed inUenke, 1550. c a I ~ n o f a d r i ~  hew and why people got fi and how heir symptoms aould be treated, hut 
&rtamIh', Milan. there waa still no understanding of how epidemics were propagated. 

phamtaceutioals such as toasting, baking and boiIing, and these methods 
have been useful for modern technology. They also 
medicine there, thus furthering knowledge of death 

The Ayurveda, developed in India, is 
prevention and longevity in the 
provides knowledge in the use 
lifestyles for prolonging life. 
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fhe m - d e d  Plague of Justhian that occumd during the era of the 1 
Byzantine Empire (541-167 A.D.) wae the first pandemic pl-e that has 
been doowmuted and it has been cited a9 the main cause of the Empire's 
decline toward the end of the Sixth Century. 

Jhuiug the Miidle Ages, fmm the Fifth to the Fifteenth Century, the 
expansion of trade and the discovery of"newlands", withwars dtat d t e d  
from attempts to maintain dominance, favoredthe transmission of &eases. 
Plague, d p o x ,  influenza, yellow fever and cholera wiped out entire , 
popdatinns, and isolation (quarantine) cane into w i d e s p d  use as a 
meam of cordmL 

Toward the mid-Fourteenth C 
again m the worst epidemic 
death of over 60 million people. It arrived m E 
having devastated Asii and Africa. 

Preventive and therapeutic 
ordietswereineffective. For Christians, 
For such reawn they prayed to God 
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smTY YEARS OF GO- To BOmfm HmL'fkI 

f a  churches and cements. There were prayem to patron saints for help 
agaiaat the plague, such as Saint Sebastian and Saint Rogue. In Venice, 
which was faced with the plague epidemic, t h e k t  quamuthe was ordered 
on M a d  20,1348 in whieh the port remained closed for 40 days due to 
their belief that incubation of this disease lasted that period of rime. 

The d* was honible. It would begin with the appearance of Large 
peinfnl swellings d e d  bnbcres in the lymph nodes of the victim's arm@, 
neck or p in .  Three k s  later a state of infection would appear with 
fever, delirium and sdxmtaneous ecchpmosis as a result of bleeding. The 
buboes would thenbsrat with copious drainina, of pus and people wonk3 
die in horrible agony. 

In addition to the ldagne there wem alse oatbreaks of innaenza, s d l p x ,  
yellow fever and cholera mohw that were p-ted from Ma, d e d  - - -  
Russia in the Eighteenth Cen- and continued on their way to Europe 
where they arrived in 1817. 

One of the ~BB& of the pmceeses of hansition toward damoc~acy in the 
Eighteenth Century and the indnaei-on of societies was the miption 
of rural popuhtions to the cities. Poverty, mrpoplylatian, ov- 
and lack of public bdkstruetmt fkvmed the outbreak of epihmice that 
thwtedthemrvivdofhmnauity. 

been attacking Europe me~eilessly for over 4Mi 
to increased scientific rasearch and pmgress in 

discovery of the existence of micmscopic 
by Leeuwenhoek with his hand- 

nt of the firat vaccines. 

mJohn in Lo*. 
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&ti& d&& Hm,, OW d  MI, &-tm socjal claes remahed m~ SmrJbMs by-w-~e-wner ;1?98j, am 6% 'twqdes. of their 
- k t h e s a - , : * h & e i t a e c a s s s t p ~ : & e h ~  d w & a d : ~ t ~ ~ ~ a n ~ ~ ~ o f t h e g e ~ t h a t ~  
d & W ~ ' a p l ~ 1 p . @ & ~ m ~ ~ ~ , s a d ~  h i m p a c a i n g & e k & . d : W ~ ~ . .  
&, af* #~.&l& 

T h e ~ G ~ w a r , ~ ~ ~ ~ d e o e E o p m e a t i n  

- - - - 
popddon groups, but without achieving my positive reeulta The and &u s Y 8 ~  coih iou and vedorcmtm~ became come of the 
expedenae with Lhe plalple +ed rlkamiow on the spreed of dkssm. best measures for and pmt& tbe heaWl of urbsa 8acietiea. 
T h e ~ a i l i n g ~ u p t o t h s t t i m e w a s t h a t d i a s a s e m ~ t t e d b g  ThefimtWth~a~eaystsles~topnmidemcdicaiearetolergs 
the dewmpositioa of ambin subeurnees or miasmas in air or mat&, but groups of pormiaiiaa were a b  implemented t o w 4  the end ob the 



The Invasion of the Border 
by Infectious Diseases 

T h e  great epidemics arrived on the American Continent in the early 
Sixteenth Century with the- Ertropean conpuest and the forced arrival of 
k c a n  slaves to work on the cane plantations. Millions of Native 
~~ sucntmbed to epidemics. Yenow fever, smaIlpox, measles, 
h e ,  iduenxa. cholern and mhoid fever came mainly &om Emue, * - 
while malaria, yellow fever and &semerycanie from &&i. 

- 

I 
Aztea medicme was high1y developed. They had sanatoriluns For caring 
for the i& kwwl&e of over 3.000 plants and they used minerals as dr~m I - 
aadnan:oticsfareasingpain. ~nephadmidwivesfor~Fenatalcmdpoe~na&l 
instruction and to attend childbih.  However, there ww little or nothing 
tbey could do against these new diseases. 

B d  IHaz del Castitlo in his book "The Txue Rbtery of the 
Mexico", poiats out that for each Indian who was 
died as smallpox victims. "The 
square were littered with human bodies; 
stepping on them, and the stench was 
describes it. 
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Continent. h d e m  Me-sico during the yeam 1742,1744rmd 1 T M h  
indiprenow population of Baja California was annihilated h e s t  to 
extinction by epidemics, in which five out of six of them died. Thew 
epidemics ware c a d  by mnemal diseases, which wiped out the Perid 
tribe, in addition to +I and measles. 

~mm1180t01'$82~dem~nafBr?ja~omiawashitbyanother 
epidemic. In a report by Spanid P& Fages dated amber 

20,1786, he desaibes the ~~ muiceruing the itealth of the Indkmi 
%a Fmeh disease (vexed disease) is prevalent in both sexes and to 
s n c b n ~ ~ m o t h a ~ ~ , l a n g e r a m o e i v e s n d i f t h q d o , t b e f e t u s  
hae limle hope of livisg. There rn missim where no baby has been 
baptid therefor over a yew and several months, and fhwmith the most 
b a p b  have not ewn lisd he, and what i5 mmarkable is tbat Last m, 
&edaarhs~m0tlg~~14andunderweremorethaothebirttis. Witb 
aUthis,ttutdeathnrtzr~adalb istxiplethebiahrate". 

Representation of Aztec Indians decimated by smallpox during the Conquest. Plate 114 of 
ewk 12, Vokrmc4, ofLas W H ~ o f N n v S p i n  

The k t  sanitarg preesufiom on the American Continent 
1519 when the fust cparantine was decreed on 
and the Domini- Republic) for ships 
inhabitants ftom the huhonic pliague. 
(El CDntinental News-, bfay 27, W. E1 Paee. T X .  ; p 

Epidemics wasted the population at of san Dkgo deAkal8, in 

mainly affecting Indians, mestizos 

- - 
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In 1802 the Philadthopic Vaccination Expdition Against Smallpog was 
developed in New Spain under the spemomhip of King Carlos IV. It had 
first been planned by a M a h ~ ,  I)r. Jd Felipe Ram,  who had been the 

Chamber Physician. This project was later entrusted to Spanish 
phy&cian Francisco Xavier de B&s, who sailed from La Coruiia in Spain 
on November 30,1803 accompded by 22 chjldtan who had the vaccine 
in their own bodies to be tramferred &om arm %a arm. H e  arrived in 
her to  Rico on Febmaw 9,lW and frora there he went to Vemmtela 
and Cuba On &dl 2% he wae meived at Sisal, Y-th and at Veracm 
on July 25. When Balmis arrived in Mexieo, v~ccination had h d y h  
stanedbymkg the same technique with a m  black girl and two mnIatta 
awm wtmlen. 
(Sslhrs.H 1 9 T S . ~ m I s u o d a d , l d s o m i a d c l i l s & c p ~ & u i r u e l s , o 6 1 8 s ,  
& p m a r i l l . e i h n ~ e n ~ ~ ~ u s b a s D h i d o Y ~ . ( S k a d m s m d r e C i t g , a ~  
BftheGnatSmanpm,Gho~YSnwFwadSpenishln8.~~pidemi~~~Rasc~ 
Sueend by Mamamy) Ed A I h w  Regss. Mmkmy. N. L; p. 12, 102,lW. 138 and 139). 

Between 1829 and 1830 an intluenza epidemic kined t ho~~ands  of natives 
Wkklgv&etadagahutdboxin17%.WinHngfrmnthePdvwrdlenn~M-. in Calif& and between 1832 and 1833 a maZaria epidemic made it 
In 1785 the first litemme on the prevention of smallpox wived from n-W to close =vend S p d s h  mhions in the m e .  

(Bad E W. ~ d ' s  Weal Histary. Ed. J. W. Stsoy h. Sari Frn~~dmm, &I.; p. b2 Spain to Mexico and Califarnia. The following year, thefirst personin the and 
State af California was vaccinated at the city of Monterey. This disease - and the quarantine in the state wrts k, Ootobe~ 1832 cholera wwed a scene worthy of Dank's Infento in New 
~ ~ e d  in 1797, and another quarantine was d e c M  been decimated by yellow f- 
year at Smta Barbara when the ship Concepci6n arrived with 20,000 of New Orleans' 55,000 inhabitants left 
p e r e 0 n s M  that re~nained, 6,900 succumbed during a period of 

Smallpox epidemics reappeared 
1844. In 1862 another epidemic o 
d b d r e d ~  of deaths as, Nuevo M n  and Coahuila. In 
(Ilkrttoaa P. 1991. Hiamaa de Buj ~ e a a s  arrived in Mexico for the 
Bsja CdS+a %; p. 236.2%. a98. HaaD 
Stsop Ino. San Franaisco, CaL; p. 42 and 43) 

Tampico on a ship loaded with 
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SlXTX YEAR6 OF COW%ITB!i@Na TO BORDER m L W  

m A s + ~ ~ ~ ~ -  

DBL M A D B  DB VBBABliFls 
E G a s O i h l a ~ ,  

I- 

'tolUaoYcrwoDUMUJBnlDAD 
14.IIPlw 

* .  

lnstrwctions for curing and ptenring 
swallpox, implemented in Monterrey. 
CM?dntrdhmthemof V e r a c r w ~ l  
w i n  1853. 

seeds. A few g m  later Spanish infIuem appeared in d m  Mexico, 4 tbey were d e c h g  and emmating as m y  as 150 bodi- each 
also coming from the United States. In the late Nineteanth Centmy day. 
s m w x  on&& appeared in northern Nuevo Ldn and 
(SsIinaa H. 1975. p. 12,102,103,138 rud 139). 

wsn particularEg devmtating San 
On October 20,1850 a cholera epide a popnlation of 225,000 (1877). In 
that attacked thmnds of persons most aflected Wad nrppeeted, 
the Gold Rush. At the city of Sacnrmento,whr6 
aggressive, it H e d  seventeen phyeiciqis i% 
mpmmdng one third of the doctors that the ci 
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After 1881, with the d v a l  of the Southem Pa-- Railr, of the &d to different po* on the United States- 
Paeo, Tsuur, thousands of pemons arrived seeking a cure fm the late Nineteenth Century introduced wthar vmiable 
Due to the altitude and srmny climate of the regim, gion. Back then the &d the quickest 
for treating this disease and other lung utbreaks of epidemics such jm smaUpm and 
25,000 persons came to El Pasa to recetve in the year 1883 there was m order stating 
and 1920. t train stations in New i)fexico must be 
[Funlrhouser B. 1999. The Caregivem.. El Pam's Medi ause many cases oftbis&pidemic were 
H a d q e  Fnmdatim. EI Paso. TX.; p. 61) 
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- 

t - - - 

During the Wsnd I m - 4  Camfer~nce a ~ ~ ~ n  States (the f i  om W ~ E  at WashkgIm D L  in 189fS) 
h@aQMmOCSOkr 1901 which wilapratsngd urrt~lhnol~l, 1902. a reamme - ,  ~ w ; s s m t r & t Q ~  
I - ~ R B I  CMh-14- R@h-Wni ta t ibndm%cr )&muma "genwal 
cmrmntirm of hmh rwpmmixti?msM the r9mgrrm RtapuMin" f w h  Burpoae ofprovkihg wntinulityto 
t h e c f f n r r s i n ~ n g ~ o n o n ~ p n B I ~ 1 7 0 ~ .  Inrmpomtsithlsrc.spln- repremtat:iwmf11 nations 
n r ~ ~ a a c e m b r a r 2 ~ ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ a s h ' ~ , ~ . C . a t a n c v c n ~ a ~ e ~ l ~  

C o ~ ~ o f ~ ~ ~ ~ r w ~ a o d I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e r n a ~ d f C n d  e v m y m i m c m ~  
c - i c m q * m -  o m o f t k c P e a g r e e r n ~ ~ t o m a y & * l ~  
Sdtary CMk now tW Pan Atmerim tk&h Qrg&mw. Other o u & o m ~ e ~  Wis meeting i m l W  the 
a&.@i~lr of iyn intmWmsR M h  pm a plan fw twiHng health dams 8n a regular bask, and the 
d l - t  of a ~ y w m f ~ g  mw63 at W~~ DX. 
In 11W4the In'hnmtM ~ W m u u u ~  becamthe Pan American b n w  Weau and in IWCtwould 
adopt SPgowvmt m t h s  P m  American WmMOrgc~nhth ,  
PAfW, 1 ~ ~ R o I A e n r W e % U s l n ~ ( M a a M ~ B o r d e n ) . M S ~ ~ W e a W ~  1975;~19and20. 

- - - - 
- - I* 

G P m m  page of 7he Deify Tlm+s nmrpaw March 
1887. 
I~e~touridexamioMftarnEl,Pa+ato 
Ju6m in 1W. Photograph by ElPesoPublk 
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t N m e s  and wldiersat El Paso in theearly 20th C m r y .  Medi~~lSodety PhotugFaph. 

LFdont~anceof anoptraronatMoeelMw h RPeroln18m.Pho~phbythse~Po91wicelSoe~. 
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SlTXW YEARS OF CO- TO BORDER HEALTH 

misev, diseases and social instab'ity had c a d  sd& inthe w ' s  I 

6 y  the time the armed movement that had begun in noahera M e x h  
against the POIGO Maz regime had become widespread by late 1910, 

' 

population on the avenge durbgthe preriou~ fitleen years. due to thefect 
that d e b  rates had exceeded birth rates, even dmpk the faot tfrat birth 
rates ware high, The infunt mortality rate wss almost 300 per one thousand 
live births. 

During the 11 yeme &at the Mexican Revo1utirm lasted, c o d t i e %  in 
northern Mexico suffered from lack of safety, armed invasions, sociill 
upheaval, scarcity of food, lack of health care BerPicea and migration by 
U e a  that wem f l ~ c u m e d  mntlictsin the ewdwm part afbcolmtry. 
In fact, the people who had been d i s p b d  by the war were the ones who 

for the year to date (February 9,1906) more than-&&& 
between the agw of 19 and 45 yeam had 1 
so-called " e E g 8 r I ~ m s " O r l a b o r  con 
labor contracts at El Paso and were then qsdEB;(h, #p' 

started the fimt mnes migratiw8 OfMexicgnsto theunited 
to an article pubhidxed in the UB Clarin del Norte" 

Revolution. Phoiegmph courtapy of thc Medical 
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by fimtin&n&&lurl &p t a l p n  efreeend* El Pi, 
rn ,&Id Ci& J&. 
& p m c m * L b ~ h m B y E & B $ . c e n a s , : ~ * * o . ~  rn 

the %ate of Ghihughua es;M 

at Pieilras N-, 
utt3n in 1910, ae a b c h  of the 

' lh& Fwd and Drug Actw,pas@d inthe Unifsd States in 19(D6,wkh mstrktedtb pr~cbctirn 
and sale of food, beveram a d  m~~um.. Bgck then, h w a &  of dubi~w srmd!cines 
warn Mnq Eold with no k.tdications of.Wr ctmtmls af any warnirrqlson Rwtheydiloufd be 
used. One of the- wont medkrines bein@ d d  in tme United State, wkh was hot ~d ib i tad  
until :1914were the pqmkr a S o o t h i n q l S ~  r m  tsr l k q  M e r  hmayiw. Thh 

.wm Mktiw, an$ -.&-I d'&mng a m m . o f ;  mwpMn@, heroin and 
qphm or lm&nur;nb I,&w@ d,bw~ a& q$5uUm). lbto@ra@,b ~.*:gcrwJ 

i - - 
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% Front page of theE1P-m Morning limes newpaper. January 25,1917. 

1931. Teken from: 
4. Poor children in South El 
second row), relaterthat back 
preventthe spread of typhus. 
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by 13 ~ ' ~ w ~ W J I ~ C  LI-W 

J?IParo Momfng Tim-par,JJanualy 7.1917. 

a by E I P ~ . ~ P ~ S O  ~omingmec ~ d $ ~ a n  1.7. 

form barebatwas touted as the 
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El Paso County Historic Socim 
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and poetmania wodd continue attwkhg the popletion ia fhe US., and 
even -. so i n ~ r t h e m  M&. Bmwer, there d d  elso be some 
imporuMt chnges in health, the economy a d  pqdniion growth on the 
border. In Janw 1920 the M i t i o n  ]9wpropoeed br Senator & 
J. V Q I M  W e  e&Botioe in the Unitid %tes, &US +&g the 
prodmetion and sale d liquor m the enentire aouutq. This, brm& an 
immediate surge in the n d e r  of estabIishmats devated to 
"ent -nt" 0 border cities. The ecommies of the IDaia border 
cities emahas Rjmna, M d  and &dad Jdnx & to m~olve 4 
enteaaimimt dvitjes, cltuxbtine Iiquor sslas, emagghg, beer jojnts, 
ge w. w. 
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. 
ha 1926 the international brkdges li:nking GI Pam 
and Stm%m Strets in El Pam, Texas to J u h z  
ssld Lsrdo Av,enirrres in Ciudad JurBretz were 
inaugurated. and on August 1,1&9thewwden 
bridge between Starttan Wm:and hrde Avenue 
was replaced by a csncrete br?dge. 

J 

On Jmarny 10,1929 tlre chi& of the. United Ststw Peded 
af and p*im from an wer ..h~. oow&y mt at Wtwbhgbn, 
LC. tolookfor a w q  toatop ppe%abionof-theMw qidmk 
~:M*awediP6,mdastbs, dIwrPrrsatenisgr0 wm!3h& 

-ed stre+. 'mu openiag BBSB~;W~ wim Md in the gbagaee- a f  
&,&&~heW9 DF. w , . S .  Cum&ng, ~ b , b - b e a e a ~  tb W . a f  

t h e ~ a a h d e m S c c n i ~ a ~ p b ~ ,  ~ ~ h h a d f a l l ~ i n ~ ~  
~Snmct di-. 

Due w t);tt @isis that.aWed the mth 
wmld atid eqwiaSly the UnOted 4tatp~durj:ng the. 
ISBbe imlmkqradh of Mexicans asdmitked to that 
cwmtw hd dr~n~t ical ly ,~$1e the cuu.mW 
03: a,pprehsnoiwm of uncbcwrnsntd Mexim'ns 
doubled. < DurEng those ten yean the UniW Sta%&s 
aurhojrized entry ,by 27337 Mexicans, in contrast 
to ,more &an 4fM,lBQ a$mls$iosrs !during the 
ppevi50us decadei There were alw TOJ,@& p e n m s  
returned to McAwZ many d whm settled 1.n 
m m n i g l . ~  .OR f#tsU.S.-~nsXi~o btxk. 
Dwng hempgtt.m, m . h u & y  1' *mqhl 
Decem be,r 3 I, 9931, 3!8,@8.8 Mewkans were 
tepatriaaed across the bord'cr at Ciwd& Judhz, 

***-the-. 
~ e . c o ~ ~ n o e s  Bf- 
&El h , ' ~ e x l t a i a 1 ~ 1  

(EI .c- JAmm, ll. m; p. 1) 

Ip- .d&ie .myear ,  ati o&& of&& or 
5mdm tk &at vbd&fermhf &b 

in El Pas0 and Ciudd ~ u b z , .  
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Mexican health aathoritirts established Health and W e h e  units 

Qne of the h t  health meaeures in GUM J-z was decreed by the 
Health Deptmmtinjrrfy 193l,arhenitaent out a circnlar to dl bus' II~BBS~~ 

(El Codirmt4 M y  8.1P3L p 2) 

DuEing the second half of the 1930s, health authorities &voted specid 

-.".-."- care to vacci114tio~. h d t h  and hygiene in co&tiee, with restrictive 
measures for fd handling, plus educational e.amp@ m ptactiws f o ~  
health aad hygiene, the &tion of common unhealthy practices and 
regular iidgation ofpublic p h .  Coordinated Health Servkea were 
set up in Ciudnd J u k  h u g b  an agreement between the federal and 
state govwme.nts, and the State Supervimrg Health Council was absorbad 
into bhe federal pvepnment health o ~ ~ o n ,  and legal authoriv ~ l a s  

delegated to Ohis new o ~ ~ t i o n  in the area of health and the subsequent 
w-ent of health and welfare units in t h ~  he cities of the state. 
In the public health area, it would start reinforcing the work &t was 

w. In El Paso. Texas, 
South El Peso tenements 

pow fmm aity engineer Waltw E. StochveU, and they 
this area through a federal loan. 

p 1. B- ad. 1W; p. 600). 

J u h z  had war, the scarce availability of 

eted from wastewatet f i l e  into 
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t a & * ~ . ~ a ; ~ ~ ~ : ~ ; ~ & ~ i  

. ~.m&p&p*'tb~&we 6@kqgqe fim aud 
d d , ~ & T d 0  &.@, ~~~s ,pa ~ ~ a .  

chlinSrS-rPg- . ~ ~ : .  

Tea l&  is pEice&w,, a d  &erefore 
& ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~ - &  



Fx!X'N YE3W OF CB-TO BORDER HE.4LTH , - .--- - -  . - -- -- - - - -  - - - -- - - - - - - - 

The Border During World War I1 

Tfhe ~ . e f l q e . & t a q ~  ~ntbeeouthetn bonleroftfieVited 
Saates rtnd &a SW+ of &e Braoero -9in in I!%%? xem~~ated~ trade 
mkivity in the re@* .end s h e  k-ed the f f ~  of Bprwan%. 
bsteveen bod cixsaks. H o w t y p , k  &,&wges d.events would 
b$ngeven&gerprnblegm with&ernitithe~dpublicheaUk such 
as an inareadla in eo-c& diseases, &Ih w d  f&e hdtb 
anthmiriee.bbofha4esto&ection~tb%B1withh-d 
a I W o d  fa tb trst h e .  

By iate 1.940, U.S. hdrh 
o f u d . M f ~ . w u , n g , + , M ~ o i ?  

not yet 'hen dwelqed, aaal syphilis 
p&Ilged and compbsltad tce!4tmed in a limited fashion in 1943 

k b ~ n l m n ( h , m  
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In F- 1WA in iw L* w r q d  P m O  sctfvatd th @SMBWId set u p  $ts ,dice on tlia &jt h of the U S  b o d  U 
b imtd  :pmjsot unde~ f k  abddm@&c -ym AMRa-SIM. b. Mdhig, No. 314~(5ll J2. E.Sam Amdo) & dOWl@mn Paso, T-, fi 
e p d i ~  pwcpose would be to tq$m in joint m&m & @pasa-.&h pan 
EorMtb.&eSm Wasnio].g&qt, a vet&-, a sax&ry 
al,suf&giPsrole 88.Semkrkt of. ..*a &q 

Aegtcfabi~n, p. I@, )8. s~t i&,  ~ n a t i n ~ o , e * . . ~ ) ~  

rhdngtbfirst w&of 
to be the first Chief of the UUnit 
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SI'CXTe YEARS OF COWWlMENT TO BORDER HEALTH 

r Arrival of the fvst eightddctontraimd on newtechniques in andvenereal campaigns. l'h@F/&~ TImae. May 78,tiW. 

A R i d  infcfmational m&erial from the US. PublicHealth Sentice forlocating people withvenweal ~ a n d g h f i n g t h e m  
weatment from the early 40's. Photograph &www.nlm.mih.gov! 

UT I ES 
OF THE 

HEALTH 
DEPARTME t 
IN SYPHILI! 
CONTROL 

This Jabomtory remeined as a binational collaborative until 1950, when the the local press reported that during the month of November 1941 there 
equipment was tumed over to the Mexiaan Health Department and turnmore were 87 infectioms per thoussnd soldiem examined, a~orrd ing to a ~ r t  
laboratories were opened, one at Nuevo Laredo arid the other irector of the El Paso County Health Unit. 

One of the main concerns the U.S 
PAHO border project was ildection that existed in the city of El Paso over the 
Blood testing for militmy personnel by prostitution and its effeut oa Fort B b s  
pmject and would be performed at the 1942 composed of ell 
on the incidence of venereal disease tionto the Amy andfederal agencies 
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THE FIRST BINATIONAL HEALTH CONVLNTlON 
AND THE CREATION OF THE USMBHA 

The Field mce, with cooperation from Mexican and state health 
authorities, broukfit together % health representatives fmm Mexico and 
the United States at Ciudad J u k  and El Paso on June 15-16, 1943 to 
discuss health problem on the border. During the so-called Pan Ikneriean 
Border Health Conference, this was attended by the highest level of health 
autboritiw from both countries. The establishment of the United States- 
Mexico Border Public Health Association, now the USMBHA, was 
approved by a un&o~w vote and it was provided that the- Field Offtee 
would act as Association Secretariat. The USMBHA was formally created 
at El Paso on June 16,1943. 

At the opening session, Dr. Hugh S. C-g, Director of the Pan 
American Sanitary Bnreau, said tkat "the purpose of the Pan American 
Health Conference is to present the most sflcant health problems along, 
the border and make deGnitive pkns for conecting and eradicating thase 

The health problems discussed m Conference work sessions were venereal 
diseases, tuberculosis, diseases caused by wastewater9 quarantine on the 
border and immigration problems. 

sor of the border Venereal Disease 
the eight physicians who had received 

a p t  of the fust apemerrts coordhted 
a study on "Diseam Conhol Problems Along 
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FrontPylaot ElCoMinenm!, June t6.1943, 
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es&w, &u&.atrlris h J a  the -&&Dr. 
L. K Howard, W E D  Health DEhiEeotor horn Tuwata, m. YCo~troI of 
T u b d e ~ i s  on the Borde~". h & s  Laaaga, 'Ciudad Ju$rez s d t q  
~4+e-on&&h&prrrblemhmnght&&bpinlgaEiag 
veg& ppi& w~stctwg& in m d w  &oe; &e Rie G d .  &.. 
~&er ~ ~ o b o s ,  H mpreaentative ofthe CIa ihdu~  
Hu1& Dy:pmeb~t,. gave a pmsentatian on the 
~ ~ , p d l e m  with % b m  wasi bsimghmd in 
Iivdock, 
(ElP "' A r&i-15 .ad16 .19d&p.hmPssD~Fw,  
~mei&.lW.~.l. ? & e @ t B w ~ . J e a a 1 5 d l b ,  kWsp.1 
asd9. PMO, = B l ' e W a ' ' F B F i ~ ) , 7 .  m p  5.- 
rw5; p. '18%. 

&y late I943 epidemic cRdtnesL Qfiilbmahsd 
appeared in Ciudad Ju&= and El Pam. On 
h e ~ l 6 d t h a t p s a r t B e  E l P a m H ~ ~  
r e p w t e d 5 8 6 c t ) % ~ ~ U f ~ d i ~ * i w a i t ~ ~ i e d  
that this figare womild incmw considerab1y if aapw, 
that wme being mated nithat cansulfms a doctor 
were ildllded. 
(HccadD;resalDooasrhar16,~, p.1) 

Qn February 3, 1944, the 
U'n-ited St-etas and. Mexico 
sDgneti a new treaty for 
f utu,,re ol~l~acirtio~~n~ of the  
~w&etj of the 'hi0 &an&, 

, lljuaria-and Cgloiado Rivers. 
This. treaty put an end to 
m e  of %he o ld . .  Ww.utes in 

I relatlans between the Itwo 
I .GmIrztri& 
/ 

(E(C~WWIW, l F 4 b m 4  1M;. p, 2) . 

Afta a m & g d t l a & f h  h d h  anbrities, h Spots a n w d  the 
st& &a b i x & & a a l ~ ~ ~ d ~ h : & ~ t h e ~ ~ ~  %aka- 
Mexico. WBF .=+ 18,1944, due to the faot .&is dfseaSe m w  

ao&ered to be the mgim'a nmDbtr me health 
pdl61& 

i A , t o t a l Q i 5 9 O , W ~ w 9 s ~  fiu&g:&firat 
year, a f  w&& h a  would be c d u t e d  by &.e 
Unit.dStatesandtheotkPfalf~Me&m. Tbe 
pmgmm to be folIdwed d d  be a i d a x  e~ the one 
put in p d o e  twu gears befswe &tinst venereal 
~ . ~ ~ ~ b @ & ~ o f t & *  
aa ;mphi~ed by Spoto, was a mmp@on dohe fact 
&at &em germs do notrespeetbo& andit 
would ba stupid to fight them on one side white 
latizag thwa live oh b. other. .Several ~exictm 
dwtw end tecbnioiam w d d  g to the W M  
St&.% for spe- six-m&l w m s .  The 

M t u t i ~ ~ s  tbat w d d  be empetatkg in this ea~~& incliubd the 

late,-, 1~ pmt ' ~ b  od, J- .&,- 
M&!R~SI& ~cspmmeat, the united h ~&'&ps snd the inter- 

f a t i t t l s ~ e r a d a e t ~ & e h e ~ ~ a n d ~ d ~ ~ t  & + e C c w n l i a r r $ i i m w e e .  
~ ~ ~ p ~ m , @ & ~ ~ n  a m  

a . = e  y m .  
One afthereesons that- 9,1944 st the F S  A d  - of the 

newseay b take ( i ~ , m t r i c t i ~ e  
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G FmntpageofEl Contkmal May 1.196. 

2 . F m n t p a g e o f E l ~ m d L  April 19,1944. 

3. Fmm pagedf El tonffne~ml. May 31,1944. 

6 Front page of El ContimMal, May 2 9946. 

I)llring the Second USNIBHA Annual Meetiug M d  on Way 29-31,1944, tuberculosis lesions. Since they had no means of subsistence, 
the results of sp ied  studies that had been d e  on'Mdcun immignmts d e d  in the city dependent on tussbtance 6ciu the government or the 
wene presented, rrhowiog that the idcidence of tuberc 
was much highex thnn the xate 
h u k ~  was idmtified as a location having a large 
patients, most of whom were ox, JXrector ofthe El Pmo County Health Unit, 

differnut regions of the eo e of m& for which 100 persons 

seeking employment, and to stem the spread of this disease. 
they had been rejected when they 

56 
PAN AMERICAN HEALTH O R ~ l l O N  





SmXTY YEARG OF CQMMITMENT TO BORDER lEU.TH 
-- 

for pmjGots and progmw of a n a t i d  and binatid m&m. 
Ao imparmit committee w a .  -ate&& Ciadad L*. on November 27, 
1%. ad the ~ A u d l i q  Local Health and W& Comrni~?',.~which 
h m  then on wadd be rwpmibh f& enpprting and e! io the, 
M health cam* tbat had &~tart~aby fade~al and -8al 
b d e r  ~ o n s . .  
'Thb cmmdtm wuIddhaverep~tionfrola feaeraJ, *d mtmkipd 
berhmh ~Wtiw, as well 4 mpmw~tatmw) fFgm the. geaeral 
pop.ulatim. 'fbwxmdtee't wadi w ~ u l d  bebepfmmd under the &dditw 
of rbe t h e  beic campaigns O Q U & ~ ~  in the Mez-Med7S Bk&ibnd 

D a r i n g a h e ~ A m n r a l U S ~  ZMeetLtgin 1 W h p n u , ~ l o t o f  
-on mf h p h l  care for ~ ~ p a t i e n t s i n v d v i a g  bothisolation 
~ a n d m e d i c a l c a m r . L w k a f ~ & ~ ~ t a ~ t o b e a  
serioxa problem, and a deoision uaa made w rwwmmead an inorease in 
sueb s&ap to Hudadap. M d m n  &orilks didn8t hold baek oamy 
effmb ta MiD the w c o ~ ~ t i o n e  of Atwd ioh  agreemeate. New 
tslberewhia d i q d e s  were built a d  those already existing were 
~,andh~ewmrminor;eesain&epenronneld~torie~ 
at lwpu, 

c : h i l b  would be .+a hisher into Ciurdad J'u8rezfo watch ovir milit8ry personnel. 
P M Y *  withint abandoning &,tine*,, Septmt3erq, p. f) 

& a ~ a r I  of an gggresaive 
the other cmpaigos. cmpaign d9 abng the border 
(srmtmcn, 2002, EI fkfhat4 NW& by the Mexiam Xed& 
27. W7; p 6) (2~5y-w ent&t& ,%t&-. 00 fb8 e ~ d i t g  df rYImdXS %m& 
Fbld O$rm staff was iPvoIvd in tfie o ~ a i m t i m  ; W. Jaime Velatde 

then due to the innovative nature of evants 
was held April 8-15, 5,948 and 
eihibhattbe ''Hygiene Mns 
on h* ~p~ rhlwgh 
( S a a t i l l b n , 2 0 0 2 . B ~ A p r i l 6 . 1  

Project stwted in 1943 that Iletive,aageingm&+~n&mg 
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haIn&ed &aiap&gns against 
mwrealdimwand 
and for r m w d  and ~infaut caw. 
Drs P b r ~ ~ L i t a ,  h d  
Managar of the ~ e x - ~ e d - 3  T h i s  flaw of persons required agreements betwen E-ed llratetle,~ 
Riojsct, mqhwized ttiat impro- authoritiesfrom both oountries in coc~rd'ination visits. 

By %*ember 19#, 3,000 Fort Bliss mld[en per 
day were crossing the border into Ciudad Juhiez on 
weekdays, and about 10,,000on Saturdays and Sundays- 

tke en& IP& of the b.&& 
enabled it to be pmen dat rhe 
m moeEBtncaretwhniqIieses~ 
hg uod tbt eKew%$no 





I 

After a we& of waiting to be legally hired as temporary workers in the United States through t:he, 
Bracaroprogram, some 6,000mexicaac applicants who had ramained in Cd: Jwarez along the border on 
the b n ' b  of the Rio Grand'e decided to crass iltegal:ly and board trucks. can.alEd trains in r@pQnse to 
an invitation to work in the fields of U -5. f armerr who we:re waiting on the other side of the :border. 
U.S. authcwities dld n'ot rake a'ny action to stop these illegal :It&g.tants. 
@I Conmentali omber f s n d  t7,lm; p. .l j 

- 

Tylia k d  fsr ma&iug hpr@nw.rmdit gof a W o n  all tdaq the 
bodm&wanse iu ad&hnto as e v e  u m a ~  d cl6%ing doam 
astabbmB, &w ,d light diatricf in ~ a y n ~ s ~  vm destr6yed by a 
tremndom ib &at s . W  jag mmmnts affer this group of d~zftbm, 
inspecbpi aad p h e  a & h :  hsa I& the swae. 
(a 9.~&td, NQX& 27, l*,, p 1) 

In the &st week sf JDwmbr EW, he Field.We aod tbe 

northern b d m  in Mexico 
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& N&f& 9 , l . s ~  & -~ && -. u#te h& @$$$a g$&:@&e p&&@q ,&e Ciuded -2 

pltso;~d! G'& h& c 
l!h &-im&m dj4his m:- w d b ~ t 4 3  

p r o M - . . ~ i n h o t b 1 c i G a a , ~  
l3eBpealngdonwaapdded 
OfBee, d c i t a t d  tb the f d o n  

Asswia* ca i% 1-t -;dm. 
(a. t&n&i&&~'PJQVembm 9, B&?$ p 1) 



SlTXTY YEARS OF co-rn ZY1 BUmm HEALTH 

On February 6, 1949 the fint United States 
Consulate was established in Ciudad JuBrez. Since 
then, the Pan American Health Office has 
maintained a close relationship with all border 
conslulates. 
Calendar fmm Ckrb Rotario Ju&w Fmntera, k. C. Wtlarez krder 
Rotafy abb) 

m p i g n  to endket8.-:in 'Pasp. 
ts48.W)ranapewn ~ l r t fwu l .  thc 
IndividUaYs .pmpert$ Wla MaW4 W d d  
contsglon. .€/$per0 M u s ~ l r n o P Y W ~ .  

~~e~~Anzer iamSan&nyBmat l  a l s o d h d t h e ~ m ~ i o a ~ o f a n  
iron lung white the c ~ b  was raising the S1,W dollats for buying 
rm~.beamm it m heedad f~r~dng.for polio cases. 
@ ~ E d l g 1 4 1 9 8 9 ; p  11 

U*dNgtim .. dgancy epe&&&g 
7.1948'forthe ptrrpose of attaining 

dheathh Or people. '& WE0 is gpvemed by 
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SmTY YEARS OF co- TO BOrnERaEALTH 
-- - 

Field Office Involvenient in the 58s 

Ae a  in^^ &on&**' in &e ~ a t e p o a t p o a t w a r  * &'ee ofw had *v-. 

Bowever, c a d  over the ,&ire far W O ~  d o M g n  md the 
4% "c , jum*  the p w  of & in Amerim 
bar&? citie. 

In the 195% the attrwtiions of border cities mdd be~mne even more 
spa@e&r~d health prdb- wo&l i m m  t~ tmpwdented heights. 
~hgp&i&tionof the border co-es  it^ rhe U&ed States iammed 

F"% &&@ Gt w*, muell ~&.k, &e725% lu&d *.. 

N~&+Bordea&es.had e v e n k i & a p d , . & l t a ~ w r h ~ o f 8 5 Q .  
.. mmm&mtmmioaW%,@ow&mtefortheco!m@.~awh& 

B e  . ~ .  sdtimn . amd health 

In ale sat&$ ~fggBimn,, $sues 
dm & into he agenda a I lhat iecllded a 

TwMal coopration 
(PAS%) wm. expahded 
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~ r o n c  page of h l c o ~ l ,  JwJ8.11152. 

During the Eighth USMlBHA h u a l  Meeting in Chihuahm Cityin Dm, F l R S f W A I % N  PUGAMST RABIES 
pa&cipants from both countries reported ftrrorable wnclwsions QU the 
use of penicdb procaine with of Health and Web, 
which was considered to be harmless, effective a d  s control canPaig0 dong 
ireament. In oral adminis Ciudad Jnslrez was the h t  
gonorrhea. However, it was not nrttill%Z, at cination oampaiep was s d .  

Monterrey, &at the Association deeided to itten by stray dogs and positive rabies 
a n W ~  as a treahnent for these diseases' an rappmhate Ct3ILBU8 of she ctmine 
( ~ ~ m e r ~ ,  1975) ks in what wodd become the h t  
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Banquet at the Bfltmore WI in Los Angale C.4, for persons attandbrg the Ninth Annual W i n g  of the Unltad StatasMexico Border Hea&h Association. Photograph c o u ~ o f  the W 8  
SamtfMn c o f M n .  

border campaign against rabies as the result of an agreement between h the month of December, 1950 this campaign was extended to the 
United States and Mexieo made at Nogales, Sonora in 1949. unpopulated RRME of norlhern SMlora and Chihimhue in cambatingcoyotes 

and wohtes that were considered to be a source of contagion for dogs that 
Dr. Aurelio -a Aha, who was assigned by the Field OfGc the outskirts of communities. 
American Sanitary Bureau to c 
basis, said that the rabies conid pm with Dr. Mblaga's team were CIifford Pranall, 
stat-, and that the vaccination Mammal Control Branch of United States, Dr. 
step of the great campaign for controlling r8bi.m nt representative, and a group of twenty 
the southwestern United States. 

26, 1950, p. 1) 

-. 
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Dr. l i i & n d ~  said that "dtIcmgh the number of :tdxmulosis viotims bas 
+ w e d  from %,OOO to 30,000 in the past pear, the amomt of new 
@en& in hospitals hm ihqmd during this Iperiod". 

"IZimahodd eiurently be l3MlpoO cases of tob~f&wis in &ti LWtezl 
States, afwhich only 500,oOO~ate kno*. The other I I . 0 0 . ~  aite &bwn 
wes, Of the known cases SOW 2SO,MM ~ y t a  be M d  wtiv& atid 

m h o w n  eaae&, there arepmbabIy lM,OOa~wtive~", ,hedoator 
. . 

tm e - .w  ll, 1953; p 1) 

'B$a :EIeventhUSMBIiA h a i d  i'ddmg held at ElPsso, Teme, on April 
9-11,1% had atkdmce by over 300 participants. A ~ ~ c o n n n e n ~ c a ~  
was mude during the meeting fm the &saoci&on tb mneentnue its efforts 
on mqaative W a n  proe~ams in pub& health and hpgttine in the 
am mi mi^,, propar trash dieposel, emtrof of water quality and mntml of 
d e n t s ,  mmqt&oes,lice, Beag and maches. 
PpteElPaa,P1"'.April9,1953:p. q 

In 1955 amstmetion of a apeoi.aIizeB hospital rpss begunpat,h Rum- 
%.a California for care and mhbilitation of hrbemulo8iS patiente toprovide .tMyy1~1lhlltdW- 

Benice* to groups ol~fkmilies &eotad by this disease. During this game 
yea, the Baja CaIifomja No& Welfare Law and ite &ti&, want into 
effect ,withthepurpoaeafc~a . ~. . a&mmamq hospitals, puhlic meal 

public d a r e  ceaters w units in g d  
That Srune s.eiu an intense campaign 
atinzed in Sonora, and vaeobes werz a 
mallpox in addition to trivden? 
imml~nizationa w m  ~ ~ t t e r e d .  



him3 ~ b m  edlbtad in Mepica, 
~BM fk lm: ~md :@B% ~~a.:gb MWib TWW, 
age 16, a ~ l ~  q$ T b r a  N w a , , h  Luisi~Zosi.. I 
after . @he pa! of strict eipide.m.904o.gi,ml 
~ w r v t 1 I I ~  durkng which no. .claes of ,maI'tpm 

1 w e  ~~ a sdemn dedardtibn was. #ma& 
, 1 :  3m.w Maim ts.d fimlPy berern 
bfraod kern th$ pl6gule t~hat had caused tnilltms 
of d- aird ~ u s P i n ~ I i . b ~  for over 
myegsrr. 
it3@s@-w *).dli d ! E '  

'I - b - - - - 



THE !3TRUME ACAW5T BlARRME.4 ILLNE54ES 

, 
' 

- 
In May f 9s5:during +he Eigh,ti~ Assembly of~thc! World Hea:fth QrganRidion held inj;MexicaCityi Dr. tgnatib 
Marones B r i e ,  M&can $ ~ e t a r y  of Health and ~ d f ~ e *  announred an hl~o@tbf~ Of 250 kfih~rlpawi 

I to~canyour a bur-year rnaYariammp.aign. The UrcW ~~.@.rrs~Bfik~~n:wadld.cont~btrf~ - lad mfl1i,onl 
pesas of this. amount. 

1 :~srw1)&1~ Max t ts;  p.~ 1) 

On 1956 the ~ . e x i . ~ : n 4 0 s i a l ~  Institute began its operaWm, in: CiuW JwBm.md other rnunietpaliies ' 
o-f~&e ~&%& of Chihuahua. 
@,-* -~ 
' < . . , . .  : . r .  . b 1:m 

L 



- - 

- - - - - - 

Faced w&h e high number of dog him vidrto, ha'lth authoriti 
I fey : M i m g  an ongoi.ng mmgalgn against rabiesin Janua 

mdiiines, staff, in s&,ng up rabies dkpemaries in w e  
eu& fofpi&iirg:~p Sorsyhgrn In the pravbus month aE 
eicjbt,,wkmt G , r c m  victi,ms of ta&d mihls@. Upon anfl:wl;~I 

' ;tilla said '*& t k ~ e ' m  a@@,- d w  in El Pam+ but on~ly about 20,0,000 were vacc~imated, end 
lfha w%m $we$,'&& *@ ;8W~#@h&t@. 
(@~C~&tnte l ,  lanumy 1% t95&; p. lj, 

m@ ui@u,&e w a g R : @ m : M  & EUMJIMTFfD 
, &~ , ~~ a,i ..~ WW ~ m u i l  -kg, ,#w&i at ES mso end t3W Ju&?ez on &dl t Rill, partkipating , 

1 ~ ~ g a a ~ 9 & l ~ ! ~ . ~ ~ W ~ l s . h W ~ a t j ~ h  . -. ~. ..> ~. .~~ i ~ ~ f a r W l o !  R&:timbhsnbWhe/milati:ion 
d sk&e of %ha urt %6rirrir~tam04& I m @ r # @ 2 a ~ 4 . ~ @ , ~ t .  ThtsJntwp~@$atim s@Niwirqn1?nt98 s great 
a@e &haI*@f ~9 #- $hb e q ~ i p ~ b 3  @-&& in ~ M - d s :  of ~pplles h& -- m & , d i . w M  ,the US. capital !along with ter&ft$aj p*i&qireS fcwf i m t d ~ t i ~ m .  and a'peratiOtb 
&i@:,@jp#@#&,& '&, 1.m: ll 

- - I 

1 ,  



I_ - 
Aerial view of El Pasoand Ciudad JuArez in 1955, in which air pollution can already be seen. Elpa36 CountyHimricalSociety 

P:4HO El Paso Field Office was asked to assume greaterresposihility in 
developing, encouraging and coordinating these efforts. 
(Resolutions at the Seventeen& USMBtL4 .hlnuirl Mrrlinp. 19h. Fidd OlfarlUt~itrd Slattr- 
Mmico Border). 

In 195% the Pan American Sanitary Organization 
adopted its current name, the Pan American 
Heqlth Organization. 
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T h e  1 9 6 0 s m a r k a d t h e ~ o f t h e ~ d ~ o r h ~ i n ~ ~ e r a i n  
the main Mexican border cities. Companies from the United State* 
Oewany, Japan m d  other c d e e  of the world instalpeddeturing h February 1962 &e Field OBce prfonned a health m y  that wtrs 
centew in ahese cities a-tedbp the supply of low cost labor, pmxidty canied out by Pisfting towns along the bo~der between borhaountdes with 
to the United SMes and special customs pmvisiom &FA by Mexico to snppon &om national, $tab and l d  mEhodties from the United Ststes 
enwumge the estilblishmw of sources of emplopeut in the cmtcy. and Mexico. 
Populraio~~ growth wss contirming during this decade, which added to WoMi at ffie T w h d  EdiUWiA Aarmal-. 1964. W d  Olh&lnited Stam- . . in-on on Ehe& was brhghg about increased e m - i m d  Me9i.m BQnier). 

- - 
health problems, the installation of sanitary land6lls, an increase m 

During th Twentieth USMEiEIA Annual Meeting bald at b v o  Laredo, 
aon*OwwPi'atO~ 'llnesses Ulat bnrmght abou tmom~vacc ina t im =dpas on 9-12.1962, &,,&ion &d heEl pgao Field 
campaigok, arrd the appearanoe of binational W m  for tabercliloaia 

OAice to prepare and disttibute i n f o d o n a l  bulletins uq methods of the 
applicable to the burder areur, as contagjm dieewe cases with special emphasis M the 

The. Field 086ce wss M y  involved in e n v i r o n m d  greater interest in this phase of mvimnmentd 

and it enewraged the meetion of the Binational 
municipalities along thPl U.S.-Mdco 

Tubemulosis Control. It also established the , demrmstrtltion prog.rrrms and otkq activities for 

oox&gious disease cases on the border, and would later implemnt s e m i m  

conml pmgram. systam for waste dismal in bonk 

Aund M a e ~ g .  1962. Fietl Of@dU&ed States- 
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In 1965 the k t  vwcmation campaign against polio .crsingthe Sabin 
omcine rpirs carried o* in Muevo MEL 
(Bostamante et d. 1982) 

Tbe fvst statewide maw v&tion with BCGwaa carried outin the-State 
ofWu&llft b.11966 & h a  Immerse of 700,oaO doem. ZnX96F$momthan 
ons&~ofsmal lpoxu~o inewreg i~aspar td f&~f i ra tnurss  
booster p p m  against that &ease. 'This aarae year sew the b t  morss 
v a c c ~ i o n  wtqdgu sgainst polio wW8urgthe Sabh oral VBCC~W. In 1969 
t h e f u S t t t a b e n : d o a i s X - r a y ~ ~ . c ~ g n . w ~  wuiedaut,md 50,000 
~-~were , t akenwi th the  suppo~tofmohi~euni t s for~s~~~naad  gehg 
dl the way intO the Tarabwmm ~&iomtain~. 
@ne&mdshtalm) 

~ ~ t s b l e a t u K P W W . k n n M  MWiingrieid dHM1PLon,Texag:I~ne.!W,;l~S&l. 
PkWrwh . . ~  cowtttw&the~bnW/Yn EDIICCbiR. Dorbrg 1%7, chilhnnmdfx age 14 in d border c . e k i w  of 

mmmmtmammwm ~~orthern Soeora were immunized through the border p r ~  against 
tukmeulosis. A +gu sgainst rabies was &a d e d  oy6 that m d d e d  

In 1962 the finst intensified vaccination againat pI io  iu the State of va&wW afthe&pqpulatiou ( 5 , S ~ v a c c ~ o n s )  inthe border 
araa and 7,213 m atha. lacalitiea in $onom. 

Cbihubw=-edmtiathe atate'smain handnual1dtiegwi.p (m. etoda Brew" (ABdeLBMwl, 1985. Ba4wB et 1982). 
the iujeoted Salk vaouine, turd thrae years h x  a broad aetwork of heal& 
ctatem waeopsned in hanmthwedltem pad. dthe  state and theTerahwmma WI* sogd smpPOn from * USMBBA, mangeme* weFe made wa the 
M*. g o v m t s  of both colmtdes fer getting rid ofthe mpkement af shewing 
(-a d. 19H) 

e s&ax v ~ . i m f h  &eaw for people crossing the b d e r  in either 

In March 1963, an influenza 
SecretqafRealthmd We& 

&tion. Priority wes given to 
ad tkeDirector efthe P a  

03&ee of Agua Prieta, Nogdes., C uded ta, abolish this r q b m e a t  by common 

 emd do and $an Luis Rio Co1mado during Zocal OfFee Chief of 

cases wete detected throughout the Sta 
decision t o e W t e  

v e c c M  +t tbis dime. 1 4 6 7 , a d h h  145,000peraons 
@ustamsot. at d. 1982) inated du&g i@ k t  year. 



By 1963, El Pam Field Office staff included the Office Chief, a medical At the ngd USbfBHA dnaual Meeting held at M m y ,  Nhevo Le6n on 
officer* a sanitary engineer, a v e t c . ,  a nurse pnd support pd. Mareh2-5* 19641, a decision waa made to ask PkAO to promote specidked 
M g  the 21" USMBWA Annual Meeting held at Nogales, Arizona, fmm envhmmental kealth sxniw%s in towns along (6e US.-Mexico bad-, 
April 29 to Mag 2,1963, a request was made to the Pan h r i w  Health and ihis was started the f0nowing y w .  There was alsr~ a re&tim to ask 
Office to bring a d t a t i u n  technician into the Field Ofhce to reinfome the bidcan !kc&a&t of H d t b  and Welfare &the United States Putrlic 
actions fm environmental sanitation pmbIema on the b a r k .  He& Service to develop a program for estnbIisbing a mutine contagiou~ 

ure between citieslocated on or close tothe border, 
The formation of Binational Health Councils betw ten border states of both wuntriea zp~d the PAAO 
countries was begcm that same year, Grst for j 
disease and tuberculosis problems and later h n o d  Meatin$. 1964. Field OftidUniled Statas-Y&w 

common public health problems between 
(ResoIraion. at the 21a USKBAA Annual Meeting. 
Border). 

\ .. \ \ 
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&a :a d t  .d the bf Inz~xa~tiiMtal United S t r a e r r M h  Cd-8 an 
Eav&omntd Red& -hew at Me* Ciy in P96&, & 
~ & t i ~ & & & g ~ T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ 

at Nu~hvo Jmmdv, Th* ,  the I';&HO FiaId CJBh at :I Peg0 
heM &,w&:w 
~ ~ ~ ~ . J m e  xm. 

a & ,*,& 8-u- 1!3+&fiamwm 

*I.. 

Ih &%.ma at mmbmtmtal h&b, *ren~ d-P .- 
OR&, -~ sptm & -,@ wat and yiuaa, 
~ , ~ . ~ f ~ , ~ ~ p r i l l ~ ~ . & @ $ , & ~  
mm : b b e d  ~ 0 -  4 
hela for deding with wsw p m b l w  tul@ he 
tee*. a d  nrclgs fmr s o l r i ' t g - h  
Fm'ore~theissoeoferwisomnentglheal~d 
b r r w i t @ - , & i n ~ e a r a s a j M f s & ~ i n ~  ~ ~ 

loeaiity, a wbr 6 d e d  %a- A&onn areg 
ma&&.,&e wT @ $'&+,'bar$, .& & e m  

d-om;,(twin piants) on 
Mexl'co's northern 
were e.sta.blhh.ed i.n 

o f ' ~ A g a s P r i e t a . ~ G n ~ , w i t h c w ~ o ~ b i h e ~ n i t s d ~ t e s  ~ , ~ e , 2 6 L h U S 1 M B W A n w r $ M ~ h d d a t T e , ~  
Center fol Disease Cmm1 amd the Hl P w  Fi& of PL\BO. on &19, &% a- &&p&dzJ$- "Ifibarntbmtia 



the evident impaovement Qf the epidemiological situadon and 
msssfpl peafa-oe of the hrherculaais controlprcy~m in Mexioo. 
US. authorities accepted this recommendation in late 1912. 
&mw+, I9& p. I34 4 i37. Ekudutions at ibe 20tb. USMBlf.4 bncuUII Mcetbi&. 
1962, EaLd @fi%dJnited Sr&s-Y&ea M r )  

CONSOLIDATION OF RABIES CONTROL 

.h +I-, C&f0mia, d*, a uinferrence held in bne 196.5 by 
hi& level 'U.S.. and M&i- e t i w  with particip&m byPAR6, 
mm prm .ab,tsirrea for the r@~imnendatians by &e Fild Qfke 
& IJ$lmm for p- @ ~pirbmhlogieal ~ d y  as snpprt 
feE t b  pM. .& ~ ~ i i t i o n  of a rabiw c o d  pmgram on the 

boRier d Mexico. W p g c m  was stewbd in the harder 
eomrn&aim: of l3&fmt&s grid ~ g j  her  expandd to hdhrde 
&BE bolder cities. 

W& a b&pt of a haff millibn petme., PAHO s& what ~olrkt 
become & paaed big &mt rabies on krl~dco's n o d m  
ber&r Nayember 19.67, e&$d out bp the hedth office in 
coepemtion +th ~ ~ ~ t e d  Public Healrh Services in C h i h ~ h .  

On July 16, 1967, Dr. Jorge Jimdnez Candica, Chief of the PAHI) El 
paso Fielkj 4 Riahard P&r of PAIS[) in Washington mat 

es of Codimted Pnblic Health Services in Ciudad 
arhat w d d  become the United Sfeta- 

Ongoing dttatiom of fhe msuh achiwed 

to the ohest X-ray reqniremtmt. 

In 1912 the Bkdorn1 Cemmisaion met 
of the X-ray exam required by U. 
requmting e passport to come to 

77 
PAN AMERICAN H m  ORGANRATION 



78 
PAN AMERICAN HEALT)1 ORGANa4llON 



by the J!X P~so Otfice and quite &a I had to go to pick up the d i t ~  
vsocinee at a wamhonse that the PASB bad set up at Fort Bliss facihitm", 

& & , ' L ' L ~ ~ p i t s @ . R ~ , & , ~ & t h e P m ~ A  S* 
h, ,* * bp & pregnnnom* 
h & ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ & @ m l q d h t l a & m a &  & w : i $ .  
,aers -&: Ug &&& .&&@ & &, &&&J ,& @& p . .. .~ . 

:bed* fm krj&@&. ~ ~ h p ; . ~ ~  Ejf  &#i cages qp. to ma. 
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!%EUT YEARS OR GOWdlTMEW M BORDER REALW 

The Field Office in h e  70s 

By the decade of the l97Os populatkm on the border w9s wntinuing to EflDEMI.OL6CICAL SUR\EElIlL\NCE 
gmw,~ad in the.Meaiw border stat98 (BqiaCrrlifornii4 haom, ( % i h a b ,  
Coahuila, Muem b 5 n  and Tanmulipas) the ppoplti~n hail &n to 7.8 After1910he ~ ~ & F i ~ o ~ d S u r s ~  G m u p u * , d  
d l b ,  M e  the eop&tipn ofthe U.S. bo& &tee (~ePlf& Arizona, f m ~  -~@daths .&re8alutiom iswed  at^ b u d  Meetings af the 
New Mesa0 @,d Texas) ww more than 32 millioo* m @ f ! A  stdngiit 1967. It would h6la r e p h  meetings on both mdm 

ofthe ~ i d e i n ~ f o r t h e p ~ o f ~ p r o b h ,  eatakhingm* 
Ciudad J k  became the largeat wmmuni~ on the Mexi- side with a guidelines and e d m t b g  ivd W&S. In 197L the Bhional h u p  
popdcrtion of 424,000 inhbikts and San Diego ,w tfie US. aide with decided ~:WDldett&en&sis,polio andrabies in its &at stage of acttvitp, 
1,ST,B00. At the begirmina; d this decade, thi main caasesof de&h in in additi.0~ to hamediate mpotdng of aag epidemic o d m a b  that mi& 

~~ Mexi~o influem, pneumonia wd enteritis, f a & d  by be deected in the area uuder s w e i h , e .  
aceidente and violence, wMe on the United Statesside afthe Wer hean't 
d i m e ,  mdigmnt tumora and cardioyascular die- were imtst $t~ the cam b f d k + .  t h w  had alreadylwen am Mo~ &petem in the 
&g&d*es. probee mf beingrphted rl- in 1962 until it beeam a srrroeiIhee 

Dm;lpthis decadethenewerewmeconta@om 
tothema%ingofs~mechangeeinthe 
Field Office, and pe.rficularly t e W a r n  border , s t a t 4  (Baja Getire&, 

epidemio1ogieal millance.  Nnevo LeQn and T d p )  hat% &~II to 
greatar comxm for protecting the U.S. border ststes (Gdifomia, 
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. . Mexi- a n i d  health auhorities, assisted by public heahh authorraer, ~ ~ t k s ~ a ~ z d e ~ a ~ ~ ( ~ ~ ~ m e ~ ~ ~  

u t ihbg  b e  af bristsdes, imrmmi i  c b  to 4.6 million a n i d s  ~ M h M s x ( a R o n k t w Q 1 1 6 a q 1 9 3 a  
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Seven polio bulletins had been publisked up to Apd 1913 pins mang 
more on the sahjeot of tubereulosis, but since the beghnhg of rha~ 
year a monthly report was being ~ublished on cases bslon&g to a 
select group of contagiou8 dieascls that were being reported by health 
services on the border. 

In Deceder of that same pear, the Eield Office brought more thaa 60: 
m e d i d  ~mfessionals bm both c d e s  into XI Pam fop a BBinatiaetll . 
Training Seminar on Epidemiolopjcal Smdbnce ,  in fidEkaent of 
one of the resolntions made at the 9 USM3HA b u d  M d g .  

&&g this meeting the fundamenas fordameepidtimi~~ge;icai sm&ncr: 
were discussed and thew was an exchange dexpttrienw: 

B M E ~ o F ~ z ~ ~ U W M ~  
HEALTH~COUNCILS BECOME m m  

En September 39T3 the h t  Binational symposium on Atmqherfc 
pafiution along @e Uaited Swres-MeSco Bozder was held at the 
U&e&ty of T- at El Paso wifhsponsmhip by au&rities in C&S 
fi,eld ftu,m both oo~tr ies ,  PhHO a d  titti U3.UW.W.. Psrtieipants 
&cussedthe estabtighmentofs~~1~1~entarpcoordidon~pr0~edur~~ 
fw h a n a g  ttnvh~nmntal pb1ms  on the harder. 
(Romw, 1975; pp., 190,150,151 and ISX) 

Sparlcedby an Wtivefmm the San Diego-Tijuana BWonal Council, 
Pilot Studiq an Venereal Diearres started being perfemwi in 1974 
h& close cooperation between health workem from both sides of 
tbe border. 
~Reaoloticnd 81 tbe M* USMBliA Anax4 M e w  in lQ76. Field OEaflnited Sbras- 

A Bmationai Health Counoil was created in northem TamriuEp~ ie 
1975 for the purpose of cstaMishing the National Border Wies Control 

In 1972 the Cidad  JnPrez-El Paso-Las Crnces Binatiansl During the 33" US.mfIB Annual Meetin$ held at Los bgel,es, 
Enviromen.tal Health Committee wae fomed, which was linked to CaHomk, on April 7-10; 1975, an s ~ ~ ~ e e n t e n t  was made h t  an 
rb;e BhationaI Health Council on the border with the involvement of idormation ex~hange progrsm between health authorities ia SWI Diego 
&risies &om both cities. & 1973 ehey mre active18 Lnuobed on and Tijwna was going to be struted on v e n d  &ewe m,. 
the ah poIl&on, drinking water and sewem, wsste dizl 
aanitatim subcoaunizrees. lntiorm made at this Meetlo$ was to s k i  pulblishing 

tiend b.uElelin 4th articles and aotiviti4 

In early I9?%.local authorifies from El khioh could be ,sent out to hsaciation 

the first continuons moniforing pr is. The New~INokiciw  tin sbarted to 
in the metEopolitan area of both ci publi&ed wi.thoat any interruptions 

Field Mice. 
76; p. 8. (Rwwlutina. 1975). 
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Thh decade d e d  almwt do* the p+on cwpmd to the 
p v i o w  one, snd by the ~ e o f t h e  deoede, popukion. estimatesOn&owed 
a popnlaaion of about 15 million in bordez mlmties snd municipditiea. 

The pactice of hiring femalel&orbwau.te rewe widwp"ad (foar f e d =  
for each male) in bo& maqniladwe plants, thus b e i n g  about an 
in- in health cam p- for w~men, children and teenagem. The , 
Hmnan Immune ~eficiencj Virus waa.identaed as the .oause dAe&d ; 
Immuar? Ddieienay S p b m e ,  and the first pmgr- for (preveding 
b-mdaeitm of this vinte and wing for infected p"onns were set up. 

B m w e s  abo a ~ i d e r a b ~ i n ~  in theprublemof,d&riona8 wbieh 
bedame one of the main health 
becsme actively inv;oIved in 
and it contdbubd to the stnm@h- dlaboratdes 
sttites and provided mtinuitp to the' rabies control 

THE FIRST COMPUTER S m  

h 1983 the ELPaso Field 
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sophiatio~Eed~ Witive technologg tnrokad the area, .and ySiW hours it 
waa:&le m d e w  these dmct ive  p d h .  'The equipmeilt forpdonuing 
the task was ondie @,and reoeived im ~ o m f t o r p  &.e hecopter By 1 B W + ~ ~ l n i o g o n t h e ~ w a s  e s h t e d t o  be 15million, 
and tha equipment moaklgc, to the mtxa &atwere pomted ~ut for :p$d&g with sixteen p a h  ofcitia as the & of contastheen the two 
up * PJLets. conntri88. 
'S tracking andclei~up p ~ d t a t c o n t d k e  & m t x w y ~ t o  
complete with the me o f e e i g e ~ ~ ~ ~ t e t s  wesdrmew@dn:an ~~ The El Rwo Field 'Mice had ody five employees ia 1;%. The W e  
,shm W, b. moP&g h&er h, the Chief then* &I&& H. w, brought && a series. of s i p i f k m t  

changesinthewaythe ~ e n h a d ~ a w o r k i n p ; , T h i r t s a m e y e a r ,  
Oh Jaauarg 9,1~9&3, the Field Qffice:boght togsrhar ~ ~ M I W  in the :ariwa stTmgernents. were made with the IRS ho obtain tax-pt statmi fm the 
of apid&OIogy, &en&, ,nUCbBI:&C~e, &h &! BIL-& W m m  && a '(c) 3. It wa .& e e d  as an"-m& 
h& El p m  ,m d y a e  &e & &of for persons $1 Civilw ;(b-&ofa ~ 0 ~ )  ~&E a ppePi & df 9 9  b+ M& 
Ciudad. J&ez who bad been exposed to %oMt 60 60er the incident. govenme~t. The State ab Texas also &ranted it an mmqtion fmu the 
(oP6, "Una &t&u Ikevee @ Brief Fbtay). B&. NM&ias E m i s ,  1%) Mted  Salesr Us8 4 Eirrn~hiaie Tax fbr t d b  h n s  p- em 

-of&- . ... .a 
To increase howledge of the situation on the border in the asea of ne ~d mce opetat& as the U W ~  since 1m* 
enviromimtalheaIth, the Field O&oe deveiioped m Emiiwmental HeaRh N ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  a fannal vt 8res , e a d ~ d  ~ t w g e n . ~ ~ o n s  
%$rm,,h 1987 that %%Wed aS S U p p f ~ f i ~ b - b  @P~K~XU&S of,& united! 1986 that &f&d the ~ i e l d  &;& as USmHA %It:- 
States and Mexidby providing b M o n d 8 0 ~  and tedmidtrainiag B~ 1 ~ 3  & ay kcin & bD~e *, -d to pewons lw!pomible for smrvi@m . s. including qt&Eed eondtaua rd w r t  permnnei who ware 

C O ~ W  - ~reatd with the task EB pO&CieS *M M m ~ :  developed, the Field mCe and he 
and scheduliag Field Office activities in 'the ,Eovhmental Health area USMBEI& 
This C e k t t e e  was led by the F i  Office &e£ m& up of mw %-~ce.-m, ~ a ~ d  1-1 ~~ members. Drning a 
&&&& -4 c e i o n  
he* problems an the border .and strength 
meclumkw. A decision was also made to P e ~ m m  C o d -  
EnvIm~mental Health !3yqositma &ti0118 in 1986 wi&.as8istance 
at EI h, 'I-. Thekeynote them the Frrst five B i t i d  Co~n& 
a d .  Development: the Maquilndma Rio G d e  V*, Ell 
wD'm0, aanual REpDl% 
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i The m a g d e  Bordar Health has been publkhed twks 
yearly by the U W H A  sine 19BS. 

2. C o v e r r o f m  br&r Field OffkepubIicatiom6Mn the 

m 
PasdChdrrd h b r e f i  Cntces, Nogalet4Nogale~ and CaIffornia/B*a jae we. These bhgnd &om stre pubIished quarterly, and they 
CrdikRnig mz ~ n e o d y  thirteen ~ W o a a l  Councils known ZSBIEIC. qmmmt amems afeomuni~,on and exchange ofknwIedge enabliq 
in q e & h  in an equal numberof &ter aity pairs in lmth c o d m .  he& pemx%~el from h th  mdea of the Wer to share end exchange 

The BYICs are org+anal units of the USMBRA oomposed of i d t h  
of%.&& and professionals who are exchmgkg infdrm&tion on common Mmli If( FIf Cb @m T&WCM CIJWEWW 
he* problems existing on the border and encourrtging. joini binational 
efforts' for solving &em. Councils submit thew recomendationa to the The preaence of the Pan A m d m  Aaalth Orgmkdon continues to have 
U S B H A G o v e w  Co~mil, which dbcideswhat actions should be taken. a bigher a d  l++~&e on the Wer in addition to its al lhce With 

&CO Border Health Asmiation (USMBm). They 
In its oapacity as Secretariat, the Field Office has out initi~athw mil activities jointly, thus bmadbning 
meetings and it supports the BHC the decade of rhe 80% new ismtea would 
equipment, s&m, meetingpmgmmi, nal on- at the Field Office, particularIy 
@/PABJ. darmal Rapnt, 19@lJ and the beilding of labomtoly networks. 

for sharing information 
In January 1985 the WSMBHA publih4& B 
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visited etsewral border tities in &em Mexico. Wce again took up the caw&n 
~etloml. Phadoshy OWMEU. 

In1985 theFieM OfFce startedto workon deveIopiqandimp1ementirrga In November 1985 the Universidad Aut6noma d e  Ciudad Ju6rez 
United States-Mexico Border b r a t o r y  Netwd System. The objective of (Autonomous University of Ciudad Ju- - UACJ) was declared to be the 
this project was to encourage and develop laboratories in the six states of headquartem for an environmental control program started 'by universities 
northern Mexico to enhance their capabilities for performing testing, by in the northem part of Mexico with involvement by the Field Office. The 
making an inventory ofthe kinds andcondition of their existing equipment UACJ presented the enviromental problem situation at a plenary session, 
and quantifying their personnal and the kinds of training their personnel consisting of the Low- ofthe water table and the use of sewage on farm 
had. crops. 
An Advisory Committee for the Laboratory Network waa farmed that was W o  do Juh+.. November S.lW 

made up of international b d h  representativw, from the United States 
and Mexico, the United States Decent ofHealth and Human Resources, Since 19% the field Office has developed and continued on with the 

personnel from the Ceuters for Di of a network of Universities, Health Science Centers, 

persoanel from laboratories in Arizona and New Mexico, c H d t h  and Schools of Medicine for securing cooperation, 

regional laboratory expert. tion between educational 

The Field Office made a second s 
in 1987 for identifying the kinds of tests that 
laboratories. %mice provide- between educational institutions with the 

valued 4t over $120,000 dollars. 
(Nous/Noticiu Bulletin, 11985 and 1987) 
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9lmTY YEARS W COit imnmNT TO BORDER HEbLm - - -- 

t JZ Pa*icipationafthe Field Wke in t hehe lkq i i  Meeting Against AddicWHn, in Wannoriflo, Sonom. -rl9s7. Phwg~ByOWFMhUFMhU 
Lknwof vdlwe giving health sWWco ,puMi i  ~ ~ P l a f L l ~ 2 0  meet* dmehdfit tnformabn and knvwtedge ahourtk border. 

DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCESON Mf [10RDER hution wtw also given t.0 stmqbning vetaEinary pmblkc health X&I a 
special foam on ,rabies prevention, b r u c h k  and bovine tuberculosis. 

By the late l@Os, the FAHO Field Offiae had emitid oat a broad range af 
pmpms deaZiog with human reaom training an ttie border, especi* 
~&bgthepwfrom 1 9 8 1 t 0 1 9 8 9 . T I i e P ~ ~ t o a a i n 4 , 3 4 9 ~  
proviaion, health tuid e n m e n t a l  staflmembes 

, -.;- *& &ag placed m,en&m 
such as; fwd hp%iene,. basic sanitati 
d solid asd hazardous wastps, 
stmngthening epidemioIogyand primary 
co&m1 of diarrhea ihefises, tnbemll 
risk pregnancy care, n&.orn care, 
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STXTY YEARS OF COMktlIMENT M BOftDER HEALTH 

G Participation of Field ORka pwronnel in a Deiningsesrion in SaltIUo, Coahuila. Photo &OCFMEu 

2. Project CONSENSUS working meeting. Rhoto by WFMEU. 

3. Coverof the Project CONSENSUS report 

Four,s~-baaed cwfereucecl wem bald ia J m q ,  F e b q  d :March THE SISTER CmE9 PROJECTS 
1991 in San Diego, EI Paso, Hadingenand Taxon. E d  c o d m e h a d  
paakiipgtion by 80 to M) re-tim~ of h& *&a, &die and SimiIartatheSister Cftiea pjecbs,  Pmjwt CONSENSUS wm i m p 1 d  
private erganizatiom and health.  enis is from each eountr~r, &who inresaollst: toa mcemmenda@on  by the Speed &&r ~ d t h  Work 
deI&emW aad reached a conssws on the lnoat s i~awp$ont iea  Eor (i:wroaa in 199.1. % intaution of &we pmjec& waa to rektf8n:e 
the border. and sfm@ben the wpw* of1oealIheaIthde~ts inthe deyebpnient 
The Fifth Geuaral ConEe~ence of pmiect CONSENSUS was held t El d binatbd pmpms, aad to &id w q e  to i n s t i ~ ~ x i a b  l e d  &o&. 
Peso in 1M-h 1991. 'This Confewnee hro&tin the ~ p o k e s ~ m m  ForpbraseI of h e  p.ojects ,~the~orral  W e e  ofHdhfIOJ3) assumeded 
h n  eaGh of the four sfate-bad mwrtings,qwemu~v~s of pu&c snd . . 

. .& pe&mmm of the%e projeots. 
pdvate agenoies, locaI, state and 

and &her etakehelder enfities, Six @or& areas, 

Health snd Disease 
QdIdren'a Realth and O c e u p t i d  n the Siste~ Cities nf 
(nt;ld , s tak&Mo Bmh! Healb w 
FaaT-, p 24) 
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llrQ+t p+mwmvad mtfpeeemndphasewera: Sen m e g o - n h  TM FW A G ~  ~0 
"STDEHIVIAIDS hveation and Ehadon Ro'it"; El P ~ G k d d  

On~.#343Xati$Jh8~4 
f & q $ @ & & ~ ~ ~ l  

F 4 - m -  
&g&-* nMf:mp D w  ~ . .~. - &., - .  

-.-**199l 

THE RBPONSE To CHOLERA 

Due to newChha oatbeah 



l. Dr.JameoSam, DeputyMntSecr&iy of International 
Health atthe U.5. PubUcHealth Service; I*. Federico Ch&ez 
Pe6n Director of the Office of lntema$nal Affairs of the 
Mexican Department of Health; end a. Ramdn Alvarez 
Outi4nar. Head of the PAHO Field Office-. Hmto by OUFMEU. 

Activities at the Mh USMBHA Annwal Meethg held at 
Tarnpim, Tamwlipas on June 7-10.1992, that- attended 
by morethan 900 people. photqfraph&the WSMBfO. 

In l%B the n h  of C B S ~  h d  dearertsed ~ ~ to d m  200, diawibatd In 1942 I)r. h a m z  G u t i k '  waa mmed as Chid of the United 
lnaongonlyI62,01YO p] &tri~tsintea h m o f . t h e  himias. @we~a, S&tes-Mexico Border Field Woe dPABO. 
PMWs dec'ision en cau-yixg out nropup operatiom in the mmmmg . . As e mswh of an M&ve by the F i d  OBGce, a &&em i a I ~ ~ c  Health 

daring 1989-199)91 pro- wm implgm& at atthe Univaid-mde Cmdad J&g. 

fi- &job Of eIS&&a, '&.p&o h i m . , & & ,  ,ww ( ~ 0 ~ ~ ~  Utrivmity .& C i d  J-) with an emolhimt of Wetve 
interm@ in 1991, d &.last ease ab,poJio wag iqiatd in Pi.. By students-under the d k e d e n  of Dt. Carlm T&mer. 
1992 itre process of cerfifyiq the mdiwtion d polio had been sterted ( n m k 1 m )  
and an hernational Conmimion wm appointed fot cati?+bg that 
poliomyelitis had h n  erdiaated. On Pebmarp 14,1992 the Zocal H a  Cbi& God- Gmup h m  
rn 3994, &er an dugtiye of ePi;demiol&~d infa+n, bodex a h  in both aomtriea met st the Fiela Wee to focus im the 
laboratouy results and polio &.atom, the C o ~ i o a  dectatwf bt the pb1bm md needs of the be& in the public W , b  &&I gush ee. 
tmmmission of polio in the Americas had been stopped, haalth prdemi and cliseam 

OnNwembet 17-21, 1991, 
C&& with whmcal a9&tance Review &tip, coinwed of Dr. PIan for the &&c&dn 
Cm&ent. 
pUeW8IRatieiPs. 1991)' WWB); Dr. F&w Cb&ez Wn,. 
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- - 

m& "6.inati-bnaI Alp$ UigAl" in I 992. I 

h S9$2 $he Yiaternat1,s~a;I AlDS Vigil" was hrrM far thefirst time hthe sistercities of Jubez-El Paso, in an 
offort ~.~ by r n ~ o v m m ~ l 0 r g a n l z ~ a n s a n d ~ e n ~ 1  imitutimto bring togethwthe.comm8unities , 
of lrboth &i;es for a singte. purpose: activeb en:couragc: the  pre~enti~on, of' HN inf-aion: The "WdI" 
mn&bteB of ho8td.ing sirnulitaneous: pWr,jdc im:+om&ion &Gents ai %he main plras of ' W h  titles and ithen 
mfhling w*e mj&p@h,k of ~wfi *=: ~ , u ~ ~ ~ ~  t~ it.& o d  3n a fr;8t@me!,emibfg;~e 1 1  
,j,fi*ba > I ,. b&~. ~ 1 1  

- - - -  - - 
k 

On October 3Y)31,1W2, the &st Binationd Tuberculoaia Sjmposhn 
was held at Cmdad J- in mopmation wW the " m S n  
rSre El paso Cjty-Comiy Hid& an$ Envimmenrtl Center @CC) md 
Hdih  J ~ c t i i o n  Number Two M a  to the bxetat&oflHealth in 
Ciudad Umbz. 
By the m d  of 1993,167 cases had been identified threugh thepmgrm, Bf 
which 88 were diagMsed as p h o n a r y  cases. 

That eame year, the poater deaigned by the *T[INT13;Sn Program was 
reprinted and sent out to Hdth Departments who had i q u d  it in 
New York, nfinoh snd Temcts. The flip ehan was updated and zepinted, 
and~beenan~rtantinstnunentfwhealthedncationontrdwde& 
with the general pubIic for wes and contacts. The steta d New Mexico, 

Technical ooop& had heen~pvided bythe F i d  OEea dmie& 
the pravi~w hat yem wae evaluated, New dirwtiom and pdoriries ~ le re  

estahbhd, for the comiag W t i e a  w&Iished were ss f o m r  
Hid& Profile%, U&ad %ah-M&ao M r  Ed& Ass(~:i8tion, &ez 

p&&&. 
@O/piWQ. A&vitiea &pmt. 1993) 

In mspodse to amqnwt feam the mayor of Ciudad Jwimi to the PNZ.0 
Fidd OBce OD~Q+ p1a~ing and comtructf4n of the new city IidWI, 
a t ~ b n i d c o o ~ ~ n p h e s e w a s  be$unthrou&tbe En- Health 
hgrm in 1193, wbiab brought &out a JaintMeeting w i t h ~ P A S F 0  
teatinid center rdfiwn frw EC4 CEPIS and EEP. 
cromilffo. ~ ~ o t ~ v i t k d  aam 199s) 

Texas, &ihnalim, 
wi& aE hew materiala, 

the PAHQ Field Office c w p a t d  

(Na~icbdNena. 1992. FORAH0 1993, Abnitip R-) stance Abuse Pievention (eSAP) and the National 
from the United Stam, in c o e m  a 

1x1 September 1W3 the Joint F in the Latin American mgiaaof 
with the iav01venl.ent dofmsent g Dependency that had ~ E I  lheklin 
American Health Orgarrization 
fepfepxeaeataths h both c o h e e .  
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yc...Iknraa-CY 

ntan enfermedades del tercer mundo 

In 1995, Ds, Mi&d O ' ~ ,  who bd emmd a badh+'s &see ia 
Pbi1,o~ophp andPqchologyfr0rn the N a t h d U n i v d t y  &Ireland in 1963 
and a cbetoratee in Public Health from the Un.iv&iy of G-a zit 

Brlreleg ia 1!??@,; bebe~.&.e4f  ?he F44 (?@cef 

THE FELB ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f ; r W  

On February 1,1995, Dr. George A.O. Alteyne was 
appointed biredor of the Pan American Health 
Organization headquartered in Washingiton, D-C 
In his introductory speech he stated ..." health 
relations should be taken up to a setting for 
encouraging multi-sector actions for health" ... 

- 
To @ . o w e  p@ma&ps, inclrtdme, Bffarts for &emabWon of 

ntsomces b e m t h e  pu.bk a d  private &am. 
* TQ p&&m its w o n  .a S e c e  for t b  lJsLf3H.A and its 
snbcomponerits, sehich ine laded.waing  the I#@tional H a , :  
%a&. 
* To fadtata a ~ntim~uapn3ce~s fQr the . d k h p r q n t  of pdnrities. 
for bmder hdth. 

To encowage regionaT focuses that are apprupriata to border 
problems and border *... 

@OIPAErO. w r s  Rapuf 199% 

Durink; the Sd hea l  Meeting of the USMBEA at San Disgo, C&omi,a 
on Jw 4,1995, the f d e  o f h  United htk~ and Mexico 

On Jw 28-30,, 1995 the k t  US.-Mexico Border Binat id  G r n p ~ d  
wm &d irevide. 

A & w S w W 1  rhet &eda uts. W e  event was pmpsd d promoted 

~ b o r d e ~ , w h i l e a t t b e ~ S a m e t i m e ~ n g 8 o ~ n ~  
' b t a d a t  of EeaZth 6x1 

yrn ,* easah&hinf&on distdb 
between the United States and Mexico. 
* To enc6wnyse and &bad . & d y  saved arr interim 
including c d t i o n ,  joint ~ & l d  Office. Dr. Alvarez bad a 
profe0t.S withb @ti$ c m m .  



th is:  same p@rlod of t$hW. 
@owis$ ' ~ k t p w e x t c ~ '  fl~rdrrr field 
A@&+fm . R&wN ' .  . ~ k;~&J;nC-$&, t9sa , ,,*, J MNY du&&k ~,~ 

, . 
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groups and mapping those needs. There was also discussionof methodology I lrpYd EU & ~ W C  1 for sntinel ~ r v e i ~ ~ a n c e  bf the AIDS virus. 

A Meeting of the Technical Group for the Analysis and Preparation of 
Technical Documents on "Redor&nant Diseases in Infancy" was illso held 
at El Paso, Texas? where a technical advisory gmup from Latin America 
discussed, h e w e d  and planned the preparation of a document. 
(Nsws/Noticias. 19%) 

USMBHA Annual Meeting was held at Tijuans on June 5-7, 

On August 26,1996, Dr. Xavier Leus a s a n d h i s  position as Field OfEce 
Chief. He had been working with PAFlO/WHO since 1979. He is a 
General Physician with Mastem degrees in Public Health and Management 
and a Postgraduate Course in Tropical Medicine end Hygiene, and he i s  

Geneva. Switzer1and. .~ ~ ~ ~ . ,  ~~ ~~. 

(NdNet idaa .  1996) 

On July 1, 1999, Dr. Alfonso Ruiz, a Veterinarian, assumed hie position 
as Chief of the PAHO Field Office. Dr. Ruiz had been the regional 
consultant for zoomis  and emerging diseases, He had also been Chairman 

Research fm PAHO since 1997. 
expanded @e capcity of 
tronic ~ohlmUni~&ti~nS 

border. I n t e d y  it installed a new high capacity 
ific use Web m e r  to be installed. 

excellent service to visitom 
e webaites that orher institutions orpmgrsms 

r 4 1 
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~ Y E A R S O F ~ r n B O R D F B ~  

The new Millmiurn 

Tb l~ew Millemnitw s m d  &with ch- in the 
g o v e m n t  of both corntries that h + t  hope fw 
closier policy relation in the United States-Mexico 
bonder, based on a ai&ty of political and ertonomic 
inbteets and the close friendship between the two 
presidents, George Bush and Vioeae Fox. 

In recent years the border has sertn siptifieant fihaogee 
in the h o t i o n  of health policies dne to &qps in 
Border State Health ~ e ~ & e n t s  plus the fo&on 
trf the Unfted Sltatee-Mexico Border Health 
C h o n  t k t  baa &wen rise to a new mechaaigm I 

year 2000, with a big mponwibility far the Sacmtsriat 
in ~obdwthg this antonmy process, in ad&+on to 
strengheniag the Asmiation fur ucmhieoSag iis sdW- 
~~e-iliv. 

Thjs hokes s-d changes in the +on ofthe 
Field Wee in an mnipt ta s ~ ~ ~ & e n  itsha@ as tke 
l d e r i u t e d d   tio on^^ dbiwtianal 
aoW&vn w the United States-Me& Border. 

- 
for binational cooperation since the agreement creating I 
the C d s s i o n  was signed in Noveraber 2000. &l,fiIlj;n$ its o d t m e n t  to dissedmate 

mfomatlon, ttrnhtg the year 2 W  the 

Another issue that caused an bation of the domea t  

on the border w m  the proceaa Barder Sister ~ O m ~ e s n ,  2000 
of the U,dted Stet=-Mexioo' Bord Special Health Analysis .P~o~Ixw. 
from PAHO. This process has begon 
and marragemerit systems as of the 
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C Opening ceremony of the 5W Annual Maeting of the USMBHA hakl in Hefmorillo, Sonofa, May 2WO. Photo by OCIPMEU. 

2. Health officers participating in the 58" Amwal Meeting: (from left) Mr. R u o e l l  Bennett, first Manager ofthe Border Health Commisloh U.S. Section; Drr. RobertoTapia Conywand Manuel 
Urbina. Auistsnt Secretaries of Heaith, Mexim; Dr. David Satcher. Surgeon General of the United Smtes tic. Pledad Hue- PAHO CommunicationsOfficer and Annual Meeting Coordinator; Dr. 
George Alleyne. Director of PAHO: Dr. Manuel Robler Linares, Secretary of Health for Senora, Mexico; and Dr. Henry Jovual. PAHO rapmentative in Mexico. Photo by OUWEU. 

3. Parallel session ofthe U.5.-Mexico Border Health C~mmbsion~ held in conJunctlon with the 5 P  Annual Meeting. Photo by OC/mAfU. 

In coodimtion with PAHO's Special HeaIth Analysis Program, border 
state epidemiobgists from both courrhies discussed the ssthtcture of basic - health data and defined 61 indicators grouped into four Maent ca@godea: 

I demographic issues, socioeconomic issues, access to services and service 
qdtty, and mortality and morbidity. The results of &is aativity included 
the publication of the bm&ure on basic indicators by sister communities 
in the states of Adzona d b o r a .  Brochurerr for other sister city pairs 
are in various stages of preparation. 

H CARE INSTITUIIMS 

tion on all institutions and agencies that 
ved in health activities having to do with 

Health Institutions was made available I\\ .:;' .: 
, : . Y, 
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ENCUESTA SOBAE SALUD 
AMBrnTAL ~ESN 

C k 3 E 7 ~ L I ~ T W I  I F K 3 1 K W  H W 3 N I "  DE L1X 
WTVml E L \  FXOhTlXA \URR MkXlclJ 



SITXTY YE.4RS OF C O ~ ~  'El BORDER HEAL'i'EI 

The Border Realth Info~mation and Research Project (BI.ILRP) includes 
four components: 1) the creation of a specialized *a1 library en border 
health, 2) the development of a border remarch egenda, 3) technology 
transfer and the development of border researchers, 4) mass 
commdcations &for convatkg scientific information iato infomation 
that can be uaefnl to policymake~8 and the community. Wlhis project is in 
a negotiation phase with several universities, and the Field Ofsce 
Docmuentation Center has been reorganized to support the creation of a 
virtual library. 
(USMBFO. Actidties Report for 1999-2000) 

THE US.-MEXICO BORDER DIABETES PROJECT 
7 y l i k f & m d d ~  

During the 56"' USMBHA Annual Meeting held at Monterrey, N.L. on 
June 3-5, 1998, a decision was made to support the development of a 
binational plan for systematic surveillance and prevention of diabetes. 
The US.-Mexico Eorder Diahetes Project was begun in early 2002. 

tbwn of Cumpas, Son- and it also dhhomted in the implementation of 
a field study on exposure to SO, and PMlO arrd their effects on he& project is a b w O n a l  initiative for dernwjng ~e impact 
(USMBFO. Activities Beport for 1999-200) in the border popuIation through the performance of a prevalence study 

D- the year 2000, suppafi was to the sonOPB hreeat of and identificatian of risk factors in persons over age 18, with a second 

H& c-w out active s u r v e ~ e e  ,,f soz ad ~~l~~~ at the phase for the implementation of mode&+ for disease prevention and care of 

town of Cumpas, Sonora, end it also colMorat.ed in the implementatb of diabetic patients. 

a field study on expoaure to SO, 
(n%mFo. b t iv i t iw  &port far 19!2g-%w) e bas played an irreplaceable mle in the development of 

odological framework of this project. Its roles in 
BHlRP PROJECT admhkt&on and in coordinatibg the project's 
Ih an attempt to make optimum u nr have also been critically important. 
border, the Field Office called on ac 
and share reaomes through the ent during the 2MjQ-2001 N o d ,  
Project (BHIRP) initiative. ogical development, the formation of 
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re and Healthy $is-C fAT!,'! 
I bnFE AND HEALTHIBTER mla 

leabnicet d eck.n& , appmal of the prajict by the ethics States-M- %&t. SIBSC hckdesfhe B.idonal  He& Couneila of 
w m $ g m  h & z ,  &e dne loPae~ t  aC *nods for &uM s--&&Do Border ,Bed& Amciation, t h e . ~ d t h ~  B B d e r  
i n w e w e ~ ,  and the & &&ping of blood -plea and Stmfeg~. of the Unikd Ska-Masieo Border Health Commissim the 
l&&qt&q t-. &&p & & - - s  ~ ~ s m  ofthe United States and Mesicao C o n d a t ~  
(USBBFO. A~~shisl) Reps .& l9B-W L-ed alolytlytthe M e ~ , , ~ l u s  bvolbeme~t bp nume- IKSL-~V- 

THE WPOWERMEWT OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
AND MUTI-SECTOR ACTIONS 

organhetie& and d - c  inr,~utions involved in interrentiona designed 
toenhgncretheheal&ofthsee .-. . The role being pbqed by the 
Pan h e r i ~ a t ~  HeaIth Okgenimtion in this initiative is in the ama of 
pm&on~d te&dd.&pm~. hits p ~ m l e .  PAHO hm created 

h late 19519 the Field Office lauoehed the Safe and HeeJLhy Sister Cities rHe inbiative, :b-t abut a @ae awareness among dc ipa l ,  s@te 
(SfISC) S s t i v e  to improve inter-institutional codhation. enhanw and f e d d  autholitiea fix paztisipatiag &or sapporting the initiratme 
c o d t y  involvement and increase multi-sector dm fersolviag he& d h e s r n e d e m a P @ @ ~ e ~ n t 8 e c t o r s i n ~ m d e g 0 n ~  
p d I e  in border d t i e s  that raquire bilateral cooperation to stakeholder hasis. In its t~~ role, P a 0  has adapted, dweloped 
become srilved. SHSC makes use of participat the me-lo@es & in diffemmi pbaaw, M e  at 
meihadol~ea andthe 5ve s haining leaders inbOrdercomm~es,inclu~ 
prioritizing, plammg, executing and evaluating health sector, on iscd participative p l w g  
preveatktg health prob1ems in border c o ~ ~ ~ $ s . ~  

SaSC puts togethet the border cities participetirrg in the Sister 
common objective for enhancingthe he B; McAUedReynosa; fiesidiol 



,. Dr OwlllMmo,Meriaon, m w  H-H won, ~ a a ~ & ~ ~ ~  vrfe and,~mmy S ~ ~ ~ m ~  in U ~ l u O r e z .  Chih:~m;&FOIpA.)"M. , . 
t The PAHO and UWBHAdficeswsreahysWiy~ed begim&+h-ry 2002. Phqho by FOIPAnbi 

a.Inau$~&N%~ ofthe newoffkep ofPAHOand USMEHAby Dr. GIeDlgc Alleynefcente(1,fkanked by then USMBHA pre6ideaWa Maya snd PAnaftdd Office Director~t@Po7~~, Ruh. P h i 0  
by FOIPAHO. 

0 j W  El Paso/J'u- Crucee; Nopales SMlo&agales ,m and impmvement was made in USMBBA'$p&Ecitp laatel4als. E - m  
San Luis Rio ColoradoTpuma). h t i o n p h  have been prepared f 0 r . b  ware alao made in hquality ad appemmce of U~MBHA infhmti4nal 
pairs of cities for addre6sing fube~cd~tjis problems (Bromwdle/ publieatons induding ~twrf~ot ic ie ,  the Border Health M e ,  the 
Matamoro~), Eraffic accidents (ReynosarMcW and El P d J u , W L a s  Web Page, infomultim bmchure%,~md the A m a l  Aotidecr bpt 
Cruw) and addictions (El Paso/11~6mz/Las Gucw). Amendments were made to tbe Asmciation's. bylawg in June 1999 to 

instimimake the oh- being made m the Amniafion, thma& a 
THE USMBHA AUTONOMY AND SELF-SUSTAINABIUTY PROCESS process of codtation &th the involvement of m m . h .  a d  &c.er~. 

2000 the Field .OBtice provided greaber t~rppnbatiod 
During the 1999-2000 perid, the Keld m e  Health C~ncils.by encomagiDg 
USMEHA in~olving two bask ismaw: the 
d~el.opmeDt of its identity, and instituti 
fimding. TheUSMBHAhas on q u i d  support actim* reports and 
indepenh  means of omuaication. 
designing and p~odacing a oorpo 
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During tihe year ZaDZ an analpsis was of heal& aare secviw to which w jokey mil with &e New Mexico Department af Health, 
Bhm~ difbmces in health care service hbstracture aod sccesa between the New Office -I$ Wer Health a 4  the Border Grim for 
Merent groups on the E n v h n m d  H~ealth. This laeetiq had a m o d  
d is tr ibut ionof~es  b e e n  
cdmmMities cornpad to d cammiti  

s e d t y  v m m  non-eevered population, 
to service type. 

pmminent pubQc heal& pr&waiosals 
mid with eu@pod by the Field Wee, 
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-0118 and gwernmentP ftom other countrim we once & 



Former USMEW WdentsDrz. LegpoIdo Cticw-Chong, George Welker and A n d w  Nkhals. 
r&~@izsd  by PAPn n* &sw - Fly FONIllHn 

- 

Dr. Alma Rujz tpcekingta &e Unbd States Congm. Photo by FOIPAWO. 

served to promote the WHO Healthy Bodem initiative at Geneva. 
g limitations for creating or strengLhening border 

e addition of a health and environmental legislation 
date there is a draft aqdysis on holes 

enting health cooperation between 
st of laws and regulations and other 
will also be distributed along with a 

licable to border health. 
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O n ~ e c m b w  2,2002, the ~ ~ . - % x i m  Border ~ i e ~ d  Office 
- 

with agala dinner, the d ~ u h l e ~ a n n i v ~ o f 1 ~ ~  yem ofthe Pan Amelioaa 
H d t h  Orgmktion ,d 60 years of the Field Office in El Pdo, Texas, 
'be  c-g m n t  of tk celebr~tiion W&I the recogdim afforded 
to 13 diathgd&eed bliddvals who,. beua'hse. of their m y .  eoatributio~g, 
PMO c o n a i h  to be Heroes af Border Health. The individuals wo&y 
of this honor art?: Dr. Mirta Roses I. P e h g ~ ,  Dr. k ~ e  Niskep, Dr. 
Csirfos Trimmer Hem&&, Mrs. Amanda -, h, George Walker,, 
Mr. Roger D w h .  J-s Steele,.Ms. Rebeca Rtlmos.ZPr,,C~~1~ C d o  I 
SaIgdo,Mrs. RitaMrte-Kenneg, Dr. Leap01do C h o w ~ C h o n g . C o ~ m  .@<,,, ,w,,,v.- 

I . 
Sivestm Reyes, Dr. Jos6 Antodo SoIis, Dr. Mipel Eaobedo, and Ofe1ia - -- 
Mmfmz, RB. 

. /  
A 

-1 I *  
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S m  YE.w OF C O m m  M BORDER BEALTR 



60 YEARS OF COMMMENTTO BORDER HEALTH 
printed ended June. 2003 at thr Wmot Rhdlng 
In El Pasoparc with the edition of 500 wpk. 






