
Summer Courses in Epidemiology in 1995

The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and
Public Health is sponsoring the Thirteenth Annual Gradu-
ate Summer Program in Epidemiology, to be conducted
from 19 June to 7 July 1995. The program includes: prin-
ciples of epidemiology; introduction to biostatistics;
methods in epidemiology; intermediate biostatistics;
applications of the case-control method; design and analy-
sis of clinical trials; epidemiologic methods for plan-
ning and evaluating health services; methods of health
risk assessment; cancer risk and prevention;
epidemiologic basis for tuberculosis control; infectious
disease epidemiology; nutritional epidemiology; epide-
miology of AIDS; use of microcomputers in epidemiol-
ogy; writing and reviewing epidemiologic papers; meta-
analysis; exposure assessment in community-based stud-
ies. Proficiency in the English language is required.

Further information is available from Helen Walters,
Program Coordinator, Graduate Summer Program in Epi-
demiology. The Johns Hopkins University, School of
Hygiene and Public Health, 615 North Wolfe Street,
Baltimore, Maryland 21205. Tel (410) 955-7158; Fax
(410) 955-8086.

Tufis University atMedford, Massachusetts, The New
England Epidemiology Institute, and the Post-graduate
Medical Institute are sponsoring the Fifteenth Annual
New England Epidemiology Summer Program, to be
conducted from 5 to 30 of June, 1995. This year The
New England Epidemiology Institute will be offering
one and two week sessions which will cover the folowing
topics: the theory and practice of epidemiology (intro-
ductory and advanced levels); introductory biostatistics;
regression and categorical data methods; survival analy-
sis; epidemiology in developing countries;
pharmacoepidemiology; cancer epidemiology; perinatal
epidemiology; occupational and environmental epidemi-
ology and exposure assessment; health care utilization
research; causal inference; and ethics. Proficiency in
English is essential.

For more information contact Nancy A. Dreyer, Pro-
gram Director, The New England Epidemiology Insti-
tute, Dept. PA-PAN, One Newton Executive Park, New-
ton Lower Falls, Massachusetts 02162-1450. Tel. (617)
244-1200; Fax (617) 244-9669.

The University of Michigan School of Public Health
announces the Thirtieth International Graduate Summer
Session in Epidemiology to be conducted from 9 to 28
of July, 1995. Three, two and one-week courses will be
offered. 'I'hree-week courses include: fundamentals of

biostatistics; microcomputer applications in epidemiol-
ogy; fundamentals of epidemiology; epidemiology of
injuries; applied epidemiology for health practitioners;
and design and analysis of sample survey data. Two-week
courses include: methods in medical quality assessment;
and genetic epidemiology. One-week courses include:
basic concepts of clinical epidemiology; clinical trials-
design and conduct; clinical trials- analytic methods;
environmental exposure assessment; occupational epi-
demiology; risk assessment; environmental epidemiol-
ogy; pharmacoepidemiology; substance abuse; sexually
transmitted diseases and HIV; update in infectious dis-
eases; cancer epidemiology/fundamental concepts: I.
biology and etiology, II. prevention and control; analy-
sis of epidemiologic measures; introduc'tion to the logis-
tic model; analysis of survival/follow-up data; epidemi-
ology of aging; epidemiology and health policy; behav-
ioral modification; epidemiologic issues in women's
health: controversies and challenges; scientific writing;
advanced microcomputer applications; race, ethnicity,
and public health research: issues and methods; perinatal
epidemiology; epidemiology of violence; and ethics and
epidemiology. Proficiency in the English Language is
needed.

For further information contact Dr. David
Schottenfeld or Jody Gray, Administrative Coordinator,
Graduate Summer Session in Epidemiology, The Uni-
versity of Michigan, School of Public Health, 109 S.
Observatory Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-2029.
Tel. (313) 764-5454; Fax (313) 764-3192.

The Department of Epidenmiology and Biostatistics,
McGill University will hold its Tenth Annual Summer
Program in Epidemiology and Biostatistics from May 8
to June 2 and from June 5 to June 30, 1995. General
topics will include: epidemiology: principles and meth-
ods; principles of inferential statistics in medicine; prin-
ciples of epidemiologic research II: data analysis; infec-
tious and parasitic disease epidemiology; risk assessment
and management; practical aspects of protocol develop-
ment; health in developing countries; topics in clinical
epidemiology; Selected topics in epidemiology and bio-
statistics will include: analysis of multi-variable data I
and II; occupational and environmental lung disease epi-
demiology; epidemiology of cancer; mother and child
health; ethics in scientific inference; epidemiology of
backpain; introduction to pharmacoepidemiology; meth-
ods in pharmacoepidemiology; economic evaluation of
pharmacoepidemiology: introduction and advanced ap-
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plications; and pharmacovigilance and
pharmacoepidemiology.

For more information contact Elinor J. Masson, Co-
ordinator, Annual Summer Program, Department of Epi-
demiology and Biostatistics, McGill University, Purvis
Hall, 1020 Pine Avenue West, Room 38B, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, H3A 1A2. Tel. (514) 398-3973; Fax
(514) 398-4503; E-mail: elinor@epid.lan.mcgill.ca

The Fifth Summer Session in Intermediate Epidemi-
ology sponsored by the Pan American Health Organiza-
tion, will be conducted from July 24 to August 11, 1995
at the College of Public Health, University of Southern
Florida, Tampa, Florida. The courses being offered are:
intermediate methods in epidemiology; statistics applied
to epidemiology and the use of software packages, and
the use of epidemiology in the programming and evalu-
ation of health services. Students are required to have
approved basic training in epidemiology. Courses will
be conducted in Spanish.

For more information and application: Carlos Castillo-
Salgado, HDP/HDA, Pan American Health Organization,
525 Twenty-third Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037.
Tel. (202) 861-4356 6 (202) 861-4345; Fax (202) 861-
5230.

Under the coordination of the Depariment of Epide-
miology of the Ministry of Health of Mexico, the Thir-
teenth International Course in Applied Epidemiology,
conferring diploma status recognized by the National
University of Mexico, will take place from 3 to 28 July
1995. Four-week and one-week courses will be offered.
The four-week courses will include the following sub-
jects: Epidemiology I and II; Design and development
of epidemiological surveys; Introduction to the Epi-Info
package on epidemiological analysis; Biostatistics I and
II; Quality in epidemiology; and Design of research pro-
tocols. The one-week courses include: Research meth-
ods on gastrointestinal diseases; Sociology, anthropol-
ogy, and epidemiology; Study methods for the epide-
miological approach to injuries; Environmental epide-
miology; Methodology for approaching addiction; Mul-
tivariate analysis in epidemiology; Methods for the study
of chronic degenerative diseases; and Course-workshop
on mortality.

For further information, contact: Dirección General
de Epidemiología; XIII Curso Internacional de
EpidemiologíaAplicada, 1995; Apartado Postal 19-535;
Administración de Correos MIXCOAC; 01402 México,
D.F., México. Tel: 593-10-11 or Fax: 651-83-38,
Mexico, D.F., Mexico.

IV Cuban Congress of Hygiene and Epidemiology

The Fourth Cuban Congress of Hygiene and Epide-
miology will be held in La Habana from 25 to:28 of Oc-
tober 1995.: The main objective of this Congress, whichbf
includes symposium and workshops, is to promote:the
encounter:and the exchange of experience. between na-
tional and international:specialists onlthie most advanced
:and rece-ti scie-ntifit ndtechnial aspects of Epidemiol-'
ogy. Other objectives are the analysis of current and pro-
spective health problems in the frame of the Cuban strat-
egy to increase the health situation of the population
from 1995 to 2000 and- to offer to visitors a general: view
of the achievements of Hygiene and Epidemiology in
.Cuba.

The main topics :of:the Congress: will: be: epidemiol-
ogy of communicable and of non-communicable'diseases;
clinical epidemiology; social epidemiology;-genetic epi-
demiology; healthi ínterventions; health surveillance;
nosocomial infections; teaching in hygiene and in epide-
miology; computers :in' hygiene and.epidemiology; oc-

cupational health; health and tourism; health::and repro-
duction; and workers health.

During October 24 and 25 several pre-congress courses
will be offered ,on: clinical epidemiology; genetic epide-
miology; social epidemiology;: health and environment;
surveillance of:micronutrient;: methods of:rapid epiide-
miological evaluation; risks, population, causality and the
environment; epidemiology and the planning and evalu-
ation of health services.

The deadline for presentation of abstracts is May, 31,;
'1995.For additional information please. contact:
Secretariado Permanente del.IV Congreso Nacional: de
Higiene y Epidemiología; Consejo Nacional Sociedades
Científicas del MINSAP;

Calle L No.406 :e/23 y 25, Vedado; Plaza de: la
Revolución, C.P.No. 10400, La Habana 4 6 Centro de
Eventos ORTOP. Fax: (537) 331422 or (537): 336444 ó6
Télex: 511983 ORTOP CU.
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Priorities of the Research Grants Program of the Pan American
Healthi Organization 1995-1998

The management of knowledge, considered as the
process that promotes the generation, collection, evalua-
tion, dissemination, and utilization of knowledge in the
field of health, is one of the essential technical coopera-
tion strategies used to identify, analyze, and respond to
the principal health problems in the Region. The frame-
work of this strategy includes the Research Grants Pro-
gram (RGP), whose fundamental objective is to promote
research as a means of contributing new knowledge to
the enhancement, reorientation, and ongoing adaptation
of technical cooperation in the health field.

The Grants Program will give preference to research
in the areas identified as being of a priority nature in the
PAHO/WHO Strategic and Programmatic Orientations
for the 1995-1998 quadrennium and those enunciated in
the WHO Ninth General Program of Work: covering the
period 1996-2001. This general framework established
six priority areas of research for the RGP:

· Health and development
* Health systems and services
* Health promotion and protection
* Health and environment
* Disease prevention and control
A series of research lines and subjects has been es-

tablished for each priority area with a view to orienting
the Region's scientific community on matters of special
short-term interest for the development of technical co-
operation in health. As may be observed in the descrip-
tion that follows, preference will be given to analytical-
explanatory research on a population-based level and
which seeks to further explore inequities in health situa-
tion and their determining factors, as well as to study the
forms of health care that are provided to different social
groups.

Health and Development

One of the principal characteristics of the new devel-
opment model at the world level is the accelerated incor-
poration of the advances achieved in scientific and tech-
nical knowledge. This phenomenon points to gradual
reduction of possible contradictions between the social
and economic dimensions of development since the so-
cial areas, particularly as regards health and education,
have come to be recognized as investments and not as
generators of expenditures since they help to create
healthy and well-qualified human resources capable of

producing and of mastering scientific and technical
knowledge. The concept of health finds in the new para-
digm an objective basis for change, coming to be under-
stood as the full achievement of the bio-psycho-social
potential of individuals and population groups.

These views notwithstanding, the implementation of
the economic and social changes demanded by the new
models of development, especially in Latin America and
the Caribbean, will not come about without conflict and
contradictions. In the initial stage, the strengthening of
market mechanisms and changes in the role of the State
may tend to be exclusionary, even accentuating the pre-
existing inequities. The document "Health, Social Eq-
uity, and Changing Production Patterns," prepared by
PAHO/WHO and the Economic Comission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), examines this situ-
ation thoroughly and sets forth proposals for research
and action which will contribute to achieving equity and
health for all in the medium and long term.

The foregoing points to a great need for studies and
research that will shed light on the dynamics of the rela-
tionship between health and development, such as how
development processes relate to inequities in health,
sectoral reforms, the new role of the State, democratiza-
tion processes, and new forms of organization and par-
ticipation of civil society in the management of health.
In view of these requirements, the subject area Health
and Development in the grants program includes the
following priority lines of research:

1. Inequities in health and their manifestations in
socialgroups: Economic, social, cultural, ethnic, and
genderfactors

Analysis of the trends of inequitíesi in-hialftht, tire
causal relations, and their manifestations in various
social groups. Priority will be given to studies dealing
with the health situations of socially marginalized
groups or groups that suffer economic and social
discrimination and subordination, such as ethnic
groups, women, underemployed workers, children and
adolescents at risk, and unprotected elderly people.

2. Intersectoral relations and health: Public policies
and development plans and their relationship to health

* Studies on development plans and projects and
their implications for, or effects on, the health of
various population groups. Special attention will be -
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