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Presentations were also made by vari- 
ous countries and multilateral inter-American and international institutions 
describing their current activities in support of the subregional and national 
projects of the Plan and indicating their readiness to support new projects 
within the “Health, a Bridge for Peace” initiative. 

At the close of the conference, the 
Minister of Health of Spain, Dr. Julian Garcia Vargas, and PAHO’s Director 
signed an agreement regarding training activities being carried out in 1988 
with financial and technical support from the Spanish Government. In addi- 
tion, the Ministers of Health of Belize and Costa Rica signed a bilateral 
agreement, witnessed by Dr. Macedo, providing for a series of training, tech- 
nical cooperation, and other collaborative activities in the health field. 

In summary, the conference produced 
strong statements of support for both current and new projects from various 
governments and institutions, reflecting the willingness of the international 
community to respond to the countries’ need for external assistance in deal- 
ing with their underlying problems of social and economic development. 
The conference also clearly affirmed the usefulness of exploring new areas of 
cooperation so as to meet the most urgent health problems described by the 
countries. 

Sowce: Pan American Health Organization; Final Report of the II Madrid Conference-Health, A Bridge 
for Peace in Central America and Panama; Washington, D.C., 1988. 

N EW PROJECT FOCUSES ON WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN ALONG U.S.-MEXICO BORDER 

Improving the health of women, ado- 
lescents, and children along the United States-Mexico border will be the aim 
of a three-year project funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York and 
The Pew Charitable Trust and executed by the Pan American Health Organi- 
zation. PAHO’s Maternal and Child Health Program will be responsible for 
coordinating the project, with administrative and on-site support from the 
PAHO Field Office in El Paso, Texas. 

The United States-Mexico border area 
encompasses an important geopolitical region where two different cultures 
come into contact. Extending about 3,000 kilometers, it is the world’s largest 
and most populated “First World-Third World” borderland, with over eight 
million people living in the border counties and municipalities. Although 
marked ethnic, social, political, and economic differences exist between the 
two countries, the border area reflects influences exerted by both cultures, 
and the constant movement of people across the border in both directions 
makes health problems similar and closely related on either side. 

The overall objective of the project is 
to develop and establish networks for collaboration between the U.S. and 



Mexico in research, education, and training aimed at reducing disease and 
improving health among the low-income population groups on both sides of 
the border. Four priority areas have been identified: (1) the health of work- 
ing women, with emphasis on hazardous working conditions and psychoso- 
cial stress experienced by Hispanic women employed in industrial plants 
along the border; (2) risk-taking behaviors of adolescents, including alcohol 
and drug abuse, early pregnancy, violence, and factors leading to accidents 
and suicide; (3) health of infants and child survival, focusing on low-income 
families, ethnic minorities, and migrants; and (4) specific diseases and health 
problems such as AIDS, cervical cancer, and self-prescription of potentially 
dangerous pharmaceuticals. 

The project has the following specific 
objectives: 

l to contribute toward understanding the problems that exist regarding both 
health and the delivery of health services in this area, and to apply this 
knowledge to policy formulation and the implementation of maternal and 
child health interventions; 

l to promote the development and appropriate utilization of maternal and 
child health technologies; 

l to foster human resource development in both countries by disseminating 
information and improving access to instructional materials; and 

l to promote institutional development along the U.S.-Mexico border (fo- 
cusing primarily on Mexican institutions) through collaborative research, 
education, and training in maternal and child health. 

The work plan for 1988-1990 includes 
development of standardized medical records systems for mothers and chil- 
dren to facilitate health referrals across borders, development of norms for 
appropriate perinatal and birth care in health services along the border, com- 
munity studies for rapid assessment of maternal and child health needs and 
programs, and studies of health services utilization patterns among border 
groups. The findings of past and current research on the health of these pop- 
ulation groups will be collected, reviewed, and disseminated, and scientific 
conferences, seminars, and evaluative meetings on topics addressed by the 
project will be organized. 

A binational steering committee will 
plan and monitor the project. A full-time Project Consultant selected by the 
Maternal and Child Health Program will work out of the PAHO Field Office. 
The research and special studies will be carried out through grants to institu- 
tions, with participation by universities and health departments on both 
sides of the border. 

Sources: PAHO Press Release PAH0/0388; a&Pan American Health Organization; Priiary Health Care 
and Maternal and Child Health Technologies for Women, Adolescents, and Children: A Binational Project 
for Research Development, Education, and Training in the United States-Mexican Border: Washington, 
D.C., December 1987. 


