
SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS IN LATIN AMERICA 

MUNICIPAL RABIES INSTITUTE (INSTITUTO 
ANTIRRÁBICO MUNICIPAL)* 

Calle Diaz Vélez 4821, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Director: Dr. Miguel A. Giralt (Interim Director) 

The Municipal Rabies Institute of Buenos Aires, also known as the 
Pasteur Laboratory (Laboratorio Pasteur), a dependency of the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare of the City, was organized in September, 1886, 
by Dr. Desiderio F. Davel, who had learned the technique of preparing 
and using anti-rabies vaccine in Paris, from Pasteur himself. 

Dr. Davel was Director of the Institute until 1900, when he was 
succeeded by Dr. José Manuel Naveiro, who served until 1917, when 
Dr. Ramón C. Aranguren became Director. He was followed in 1929 
by Dr. Carlos Ramos Mcjfa, who is at present Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare, while Dr. Miguel A. Giralt is acting as Director 
of the Institute. 

The Rabies Institute, which is located at 4821 Dfaz Veles, Buenos 
Aires, in a buildmg constructed in 1927, is divided into three sections: 
Medical, Veterinary, and Administrative. The Medical Section, which 
is staffed by the Director, two physicians specializing in bacteriology, 
and two nurses, includes the out-patient clinic, the preparation and 
use of vaccine, keeping of clinical histories, and treatment of wounds. 
In addition to studying pathological lesions at autopsy, the laboratories 
of this division prepare stocks of vaccine, preserve series of the virus, 
and make studies of the rabies problem. Beginning in 1937 the prepara- 
tion of convalescent serum from poliomyelitis cases has also been one 
of the duties of this division. 

The Veterinary Section has an out-patient clinic, a clinic for the 
observation of bitten animals, autopsy room, and laboratory for post- 
mortem studies. It also undertakes the preventive vaccination of 
dogs. A veterinarian and two assistants are in charge. The Ad- 
ministrative Section takes care of records and statistics, and its personnel 
includes an administrator and his assistant. 

During 1940, 12,588 examinations mere made, and 1,977 persons were 
given rabies treatments; 557 of these persons had been bitten by dogs 
known to be rabid, and 1,293 by animals suspected of being so. There 
were two deaths among the 1,977 (0.10%). Presente of rabies was 
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established experimentally in 112 of the 228 diagnoses made by the 
Institute. It is interesting to compare these figures with those for 
earlier years: in 1886, year of the founding of the Institute, 19 persons 
were treated; from 1886 to 1932, 59,234 cases were treated, with 177 
deaths (0.29y0). The greatest number of cases treated in any one 
year was 4,358 in 1919; the number declined in succeeding years due to 
the establiihment of Pasteur Institutes in other Argentine cities (Rosa- 
rio, May 1902; Santa Fe, Jan. 1914; La Plata, 1917; Avellaneda, May 
1924; and other cities). The National Bacteriological Institute, in 
Buenos Aires, also helps in the treatment of rabies cases (in the interior 
of the countty, sending the vaccine on request). In spite of the munici- 
pal status of the Buenos Aires Institute, its services were used in 1940 
by 588 persons from the Province of Buenos Aires, six from that of 
Entre Rfos, two from Córdoba, one from Corrientes, and one from the 
Republic of Bolivia. 


